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SPEEDING INTO TROUBLE 
(YOUR AGENCY) Issues XX Citations during Extra Enforcement Campaign 
[YOUR CITY/COUNTY], Minn. — From weaving in and out of traffic at high speeds to motorists flying through neighborhoods, drivers risked not only their life but the lives of others on the road during the extra speed enforcement period. 
(Your Agency) and police officers, sheriffs’ deputies and troopers from more than 300 agencies participated in the campaign. The Minnesota Department of Public Safety Office of Traffic Safety coordinates the campaign, which ran July 6 – 22. 
“We can get mad at those speeding and aggressive drivers but we can only control our own behavior behind the wheel,” said SPOKESPERSON. “Take responsibility for your own driving and hope that others follow your lead. If you are a passenger in a vehicle with an aggressive driver, don’t hesitate to speak up and tell them to slow down. You could be saving your own life.”  
A Costly Choice
During the campaign, there were XXX citations statewide, including XX citations in (Your County/City).
· Preliminary numbers show 88 people were killed statewide in speed-related crashes in 2017.
· In 2017, speed was a contributing factor in 22 percent of single-vehicle crashes. 

· In Your Area, a typical speeding citation for 10 mph over the limit is $###.  Motorists stopped at 20 mph over the speed limit face double the fine, and those ticketed traveling more than 100 mph can lose their license for six months.

No Good Reason

Drivers may try to rationalize their decision to speed, but an excuse won’t save them in a crash. (Your Agency) heard excuses such as:

[If you have interesting excuses from drivers, share here.]

Best Ways to Avoid Speeders and Aggressive Drivers
· Get out of their way; disengage.

· Stay calm — reaching your destination safely is your goal.

· Do not challenge them.

· Avoid eye contact.

· Ignore gestures and don’t return them.

· Report aggressive driving (vehicle description, license number, location).

Consequences of Speeding

· Greater potential for loss of vehicle control.

· Increased stopping distance.

· Less time for driver response for crash avoidance.

· Increased crash severity leading to more severe injuries and death. 

Local participating law enforcement agencies included: [LIST AGENCIES IN ALPHA ORDER]. 
Extra speed enforcement and education efforts are part of the state’s Toward Zero Deaths (TZD) program. A primary vision of the TZD program is to create a safe driving culture in Minnesota in which motorists support a goal of zero road fatalities by practicing and promoting safe and smart driving behavior. TZD focuses on the application of four strategic areas to reduce crashes – education, enforcement, engineering, and emergency medical and trauma response.  
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