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Designer Drugs and the New Law
Commissioner Mona Dohman, Minnesota Department of Public Safety
At the Department of Public Safety’s Bureau of Criminal Apprehension (BCA), we are hearing from a number of law enforcement agencies that have questions about the new synthetic drugs law and, more specifically, about available testing for these drugs.

The new law went into effect July 1 and adds seven new drugs to Schedule 1. It is now illegal to sell or possess synthetic cannabinoids (K2 or Spice); 2,5-dimethoxy-4-ethylphenethylamine(2C-E); 2,5-dimethoxy-4-iodophenethylamine(2C-I); 4-methylmethcathinone (mephedrone, bath salts);  3,4-methylenedioxy-N-methylcathinone (methylone); 4-methoxymethcathinone (methedrone); and 3,4-methylenedioxypyrovalerone (MDPV). This new law (Minnesota Statutes 152.02, subd. 2) impacts DWI enforcement and the tests law enforcement agencies may need to request.
The BCA Forensic Science Laboratory can identify these drugs in their dosage forms for controlled substances cases; however it currently cannot test blood or urine for these compounds or their metabolites. The BCA will develop tests for K2/Spice and mephedrone/bath salts and plans to have them on line by July 2012. 
Getting Synthetic Drugs Tested

If your agency needs to get possible synthetic drug evidence tested, follow this process:

· Contact the BCA Toxicology Laboratory to have the item tested for alcohol and common drugs
· The BCA will then submit the sample to a private laboratory of your choice which is able to perform the additional testing (your agency is responsible for the cost of any private laboratory testing)

While the BCA is not aware of a comprehensive list of private laboratories which perform these types of tests, below is a partial list of labs which can test for some of these drugs. It is provided as a starting point for your agency. However, the BCA encourages your agency to contact any private laboratories of your choosing directly to discuss testing requirements, costs and submission procedures. The BCA Forensic Science Laboratory does not endorse the work product or courtroom testimony of any private lab. 
Medtox Scientific, Inc., 402 West County Road D, St. Paul, MN 55112

Phone: (800) 832-3244

Phone: (651) 636-7466

http://www.medtox.com/
Synthetic drug testing capabilities: K2 (Spice) and Mephedrone (bath salts)
NMS Labs, 3701 Welsh Road, Willow Grove, Pennsylvania 19090 

Phone: (800) 522-6671
www.nmslabs.com 

Synthetic drug testing capabilities: 2C drugs, K2 and mephedrone
Redwood Toxicology Laboratory, P.O. Box 5680, Santa Rosa, CA 95402

800-255-2159 or 707-577-7959

http://www.redwoodtoxicology.com/ 
Synthetic drug testing capabilities: K2 and mephedrone in urine
The BCA provides a list of drugs for which its Toxicology Lab can test at https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/bca/bca-divisions/forensic-science/Pages/drugs-of-abuse.aspx. If you have any questions about BCA testing procedures or synthetic drug testing processes, contact the BCA lab at 651-793-2900.
