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Unidentified Person Identified

11/5/2013

On November 20, 1993, human remains were discovered near Dresser Wisconsin by local deer hunter, Tom McCourt.  The body recovered was unable to be identified.  A forensic anthropologist reported that based on an examination of the remains, the body was that of an African-American female between the ages of 18 and 26 years old.  It was further reported that it appeared that she had died in late July or early August of 1993.

Over the last 20 years, many efforts to identify her were used.  A facial reconstruction was completed by experts at the Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension (BCA) Forensic Science Laboratory and was used on missing person posters.  When available, dental comparisons were made with missing persons that had similar features, who were reported missing throughout the nation.  Databases including the National Missing and Unidentified Persons System and the National Crime Information Center were searched.  The FBI’s Violent Criminal Apprehension Program also completed a Case Analysis.  Unfortunately, none of these efforts produced an identity.

Due to the advances in DNA technology, it became possible to develop DNA profiles with much smaller amounts of cellular material.  In early 2013, the remains were re-tested and using material from a long bone and from the inside of a tooth.  Both mitochondrial and nuclear DNA profiles were developed and entered into the Combined DNA Identification System (CODIS) by the Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension Forensic Science Laboratory.

In mid 2013, a family member saw a news story about missing persons and DNA identification.  She contacted the BCA and made arrangements to have her and another family member’s DNA tested to see if her sister, who had been missing since 1993, had any DNA in the database that could be matched. 

The results of that testing gave a strong indication of a biological relationship with the DNA profile that had been entered for our unidentified person.  The BCA then requested additional tests by other family members.  Those test resulted in a confirmation and positive identification of the unidentified remains as being Pearline Roberta Walton, who was 22 years old when she was last seen in the Twin Cities metro area in Minnesota, in 1993.

(more)
Upon the confirmation of Pearline Walton’s identification, members of the Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension, and Sheriff Pete Johnson and Investigator Roger Olson from the Polk County Sheriff’s Office, were able to meet with eleven members of Pearline Walton’s family and share some information with them about Pearline and the circumstances of her remains being recovered, the 20-year investigation, and the continuing investigation into her death.

Earlier this year, Dr. Leslie Eisenberg, who is recognized as one of the foremost anthropologists in the country, reached out to the Polk County Sheriff’s Department and offered to volunteer her assistance and expertise to this case.  The remains were transported to Dr. Eisenberg’s office in Madison Wisconsin for her detailed examination.  Dr. Eisenberg is examining the remains using new technologies that weren’t available in 1993.  Her analysis and final report are not yet completed.

This case has remained open since 1993, and will remain open until we are satisfied that a final legal resolution has been obtained.  The death of Pearline Walton is being investigated as a homicide.  Anyone that has information about Pearline Walton’s activities in 1993 at or near the time of her being last seen, or about the circumstances of her death, is asked to call the Polk County (Wisconsin) Sheriff’s Office.  Polk County Investigator Roger Olson may be contacted at 715-485-8366.
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