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Alcohol & BCA Temporary Controlled Substance Acceptance Policy
Gambling . .
Enforcement We recognize that controlled substance cases need to be processed in a reasonable amount of
time; it’s a critical need for you and the entire criminal justice community. To that end, the drug
Bureau of chemistry section of the BCA lab has worked to complete 95 percent of its cases within 30 days
Criminal for the last three years.

During the last year, however, our caseload has increased significantly and turnaround times
have been greatly impacted, due in part to the discontinuance of drug testing at the St. Paul
Police Department lab.

In January 2012, there were 250 cases in the lab with only 21 days needed for processing.
Today, the drug chemistry section has over 1,400 cases awaiting analysis with an estimated four-
month turnaround. If this situation is not addressed, it will soon take an estimated six months or

Apprehension

Driver and
Vehicle Services

CoErrTrﬁL%?Q;[)i/on more to process evidence._CIearI)_/, this i§ un_acceptable. o _ _
Networks This caseload requires n_nmedlate action in order to maintain th_e high quality standards of the
BCA lab, allow for processing of controlled substance cases now in the queue, and to prepare for
Homeland new cases that will undoubtedly be submitted in the coming months.
SEen(fnl(Ja?gt;)ér?gf As a resuIF, the I_BCA .Labqratory will temporarily suspend the acceptance and analysis of
Management the following evidentiary items:
o Drug paraphernalia, except in extenuating circumstances and with the approval of
Minnesota Laboratory Management.
State Patrol e Residue or trace amounts (trace amounts are defined as residue that may or may not be
visible and do not have a weight over 0.01 grams), except in extenuating circumstances and
Office of with the approval of Laboratory Management.
Communications e Marked pharmaceutical tablets and/or capsules, unless the markings indicate a controlled
substance and a jury trial date has been set.
Office of
Justice Programs The BCA will continue to accept marijuana cases where there is a measureable amount of
plant material and a court date has been set. We will not accept marijuana paraphernalia for
Office of analysis.
Traffic Safety This policy is effective March 18, 2013 and until further notice. We will continue to
pursue acquisition of additional resources to reduce the time and/or terms of this policy. Any
State Fire changes will be communicated to you as soon as possible.
Marshal and The BCA website has material to help you evaluate whether drug evidence items are subject
Pipeline Safety to this policy. You will also find additional information about the challenges we face and

recommended short-term solutions. (Strategies and Priorities - Drug Case Submissions;
Evidence Submission Guidelines)

The BCA is a committed partner in your efforts to maintain safe communities. Thank you for
your input and cooperation as we address this immediate problem. If you have any questions,
please call the BCA laboratory at 651-793-2900.
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