Fire Debris Packaging

Septa top cans not
Unused lined metal paint cans recommended-
with tight fitting friction lids not airtight as advertised

Nylon bags- use for evidence that
does not fit well into cans-
bedding, bulky clothing, etc.

The size of the container is determined by the size of the
evidence- fill approximately halif full




Fire Delbris Packaging

Evidence is much too smaill for this large can
Half full can Overstuffed can (5 galion)

The size of the container is determined by the size of the
evidence- fill approximately halif full



General Collection Tips

Collect samples that are only partially

burned if possible
» Collect separate samples of the same

material from an area that has been
protected from the fire (Comparison
Sample).

» Absorbent materials better than non-
absorbent materials.

» Carpeting & padding, fabric from
clothing, linens, upholstery, soil, paper,
& soft wood.

» Protected surfaces:

» Seams, joints, and cracks



Collection- Tools

Do NOT place gloves, pipets, razors or

» Use disposable utensils such as gloves, g '
other tools in evidence container

forceps, and pipettes whenever
possible to collect evidence. Change
between each sample to avoid cross
contamination.

» When using reusable tools such as
shovels, saws, chisels and hammers,
clean the tool between each sample
with dish detergent and water, rinse
well.




Close evidence containers so they
are air tight Tape seal and initial top of can

Clean any debris from the groove around the Protect and preserve evidence during
edge before closing to obtain a tight seal transport to the laboratory



Liquid Samples

Use glass bottles with Teflon lined screw caps. Only need ~1 oz. for analysis- if sample is dirty
Secure against breakage during transport. or bi-layered more is better

“Clan lab” packs are available from the BCA



Liquid Samples- Containers

» Original containers (gas cans or lighter fluid bottles)

» Liquid sample only- place 1 oz in a glass bofttle with a Teflon lined screw cap.
Secure and retain the container and remaining liquid (do not submit).

» Container analysis only (latent prints, DNA)

» Intact container- fransfer liquid to another suitable container and retain
separately (do not submit). Air-out and seal openings of the container with the
original cap(s).

» Ruptured and cap-less containers- tfransfer liquid to another suitable container
and retain separately (do no submit). Air-out the questioned evidence
container.

» Both Liquid and Container analysis

» Submit one liquid sample. Retain excess liquid in another suitable container (do
not submit).

» Submit aired out container.



Liquid Samples- Containers

Photograph original container Include close-up of ingredient list

4 sasteniendo el cuelio con una mano y PUI GaUa 11UIG UG VaIwuT, G 1S e S —
Jevantando la tapa con la otra. Se puede tapa, presione firmemente hasta que Comience a cocinar
1 usar una heramienta como palanca encaje en su lugar y quede asegurada.  cuando el carbdn esté
(como un estomnillador) para abrir NUNCA SE LO AGREGUE AL CARBON cubierto de ceniza gris.

CUIDADOSAMENTE la tapa. CALIENTE NI AL FUEGO.
MFD. FOR THE KIHGSFOHD@PRODUCTS CMSPEAm T1I?|2E1 BROADWAY, OAKLAND, CA 94612,

A
Questions or Comments? Visit us on the Web at Kingsford.com or call 1-800-232-4745.

DANGER: HARMFUL OR FATAL IF SWALLOWED. COMBUSTIBLE. CONTAINS PETROLEUM
DISTILLATES. Do not ingest. Avoid breathing vapors. Use in a well-ventilated area. Avoid prolonged contact
with skin. FIRST AID: F SWALLOWED - DO NOT INDUCE VOMITING. Call a doctor or poison control center
immediately. INHALATION - Move person to fresh ai. If iritation o breathing problems develop, call a doctor.
KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN. Store away from direct sunlight, heat, Sparks and open flames
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PELIGRO: NOGIO 0 FATAL SI SE INGIERE. COMBUSTIBLE. CONTIENE DESTILADOS DE PETROLED.

No o ngiera. Evite inhalar los vapores. Utlce en un drea bien ventilada. Evite el contacto prolongado

con la piel. PRIMEROS AUXILIOS: SI SE INGIERE ~
NO INDUZCA EL VOMITO. Liame inmediatamente a un
medico 0 a un centro de control de envenenamiento.
INHALACION - Traslade a la persona al aire fresco.
Llame a un médico si se producen problemas de iitacion
o respiracion. MANTENGASE FUERA DEL ALCANCE DE
4460071175 1

LOS NINOS. Almacene lejos de fa luz solar directa, del
calor, chispas y llamas.
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Submit photos to the lab with the evidence



Special Considerations

Soil samples must be kept frozen from the
time of collection to the time of analysis

Bacteria in soil can degrade
organic compounds

CLOTHING

Package clothing items separately,
including shoes

Wet clothes are ok- DO NOT dry them
out first

Use appropriate sized container- only
half full- 3.5 & 5 gallon cans work well
for bulky clothing items and shoes




Practices to Avold

» Do NOT package evidence in paper
bags or cardboard boxes. If DNA/LP is
also required, please submit evidence
ASAP and inform the lab that both
exams are needed.

» Do NOT package evidence in regular
plastic bags. Ampac bags are
specifically made for fire debris.

» Do NOT submit leaking containers (if
the outside is wet or you can smell
vapors, the evidence is not packaged

properly.




Practices to Avold

» Do NOT store evidence containers Do NOT m.CIrk.eV|denc.e before
inside each other. placing in container

» Keep container closed, open only at
the time of collection.

» Do NOT store evidence containers in
trunks or vehicles or in garage areas
where they may be contaminated
with petroleum products.

» Do NOT submit more than one case
per package- each case must be
packaged individually

Evidence can become
contaminated by solvents
in the pen or marker



Submit Evidence

Deliver in person, via US Mail, For questions or further information
or private courier contact:
MN Bureau of Criminal Apprehension » Kristin McDonald
Forensic Science Laboratory » 651-793-2875
AHention Evidence Intake » kristin.mcdonald@state.mn.us

1430 Maryland Avenue East

St. Paul, MN 55106 » Kerri Pacholke
» 651-793-2868

» kerri.Pacholke@state.mn.us
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