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Individuals are associated with their criminal history records via fingerprints. In order to link individuals with criminal record information involving them, law enforcement agencies submit fingerprints to the Bureau of Criminal Apprehension (BCA). Livescan technology allows agencies to submit those fingerprints electronically. 
	Background – What is Livescan?

	· Definition: Technology that allows agencies to collect and transmit arrest information including fingerprints to the BCA electronically. They are entered into the Automated Fingerprint Identification System (AFIS).
· Electronic fingerprint capture allows for arrest and conviction information to be more accurately and quickly posted to an individual’s criminal record.
· Fingerprints must be clear and able to be classified in order for transfer to be successful.
· Over 190 Livescan devices are located in agencies throughout Minnesota.
· Description and arrest information is submitted with fingerprints to complete processing and allow arrest information to be posted on an individual’s criminal history record.



	Livescan Today

	· There are approximately 160,000 fingerprints submitted to the BCA each year, and 99 percent are submitted electronically.  Livescan users will typically receive a response from the BCA with the subject’s State ID (SID) within 2.5 minutes.
Ten years ago, fingerprints were still submitted on paper cards. In many cases, those fingerprints were sent to the BCA several months after the individual was booked. About 50,000 fingerprints per year were submitted to the BCA on paper cards at that time.
Fingerprints must be captured on the following offenses:

· Adult – Felonies
· Adult – Gross Misdemeanors

· Adult – Targeted Misdemeanors

· Adult – Misdemeanors when final disposition is submitted

· Juvenile – Felonies

· Juvenile – Gross Misdemeanors

· The BCA recently enhanced its Automated Fingerprint Identification System (AFIS) to allow faster and more accurate identification and verification of electronic fingerprints captured using two-print, four-print, and 10-print devices.
· The BCA recently upgraded Livescan devices throughout the state. New Livescan devices capture palm prints which are present at approximately 40 percent of crime scenes. Many new Livescan devices also have a digital camera to capture booking photos.
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