
POLICY AND PROCEDURE 
ADMIN 04.13  

DATE:        November 15, 2004 
TO:            State Agencies          
FROM:       Dana Badgerow, Commissioner 
SUBJECT:  Capitol Complex Flags  

In accordance with Minnesota Session Laws 2004 (Chapter 173 -- H.F. No. 2930), the 
Department of Administration has established this policy regarding the flying of Capitol Complex 
flags at half-staff following the line-of-duty death of a public safety officer or Minnesota military 
service person.  

Policy  

Capitol Complex flags will be flown at half-staff on the day of interment or final disposition of 
remains of a public safety officer killed in the line of duty in Minnesota or a Minnesota military 
service person killed in action (Minnesota Statutes 2004 Section 1.51).  

Flags will be flown at half-staff in accordance with current flag policies, procedures and protocol, 
including U.S. Code Title 4, Chapter 1.  

Definitions  

Public safety officer (Minnesota Statutes 2004 299A.41) includes:  

• a peace officer defined in section 626.84, subdivision 1, paragraph (c) or (f);  
• a correction officer employed at a correctional facility and charged with maintaining the 

safety, security, discipline, and custody of inmates at the facility;  
• an individual employed on a full-time basis by the state or by a fire department of a 

governmental subdivision of the state, who is engaged in any of the following duties:  
o fire fighting,  
o emergency motor vehicle operation,  
o investigation into the cause and origin of fires,  
o the provision of emergency medical services, or  
o hazardous material responder;  

• a legally enrolled member of a volunteer fire department or member of an independent 
nonprofit fire-fighting corporation who is engaged in the hazards of fire fighting;  

• a good Samaritan while complying with the request or direction of a public safety officer 
to assist the officer;  

• a reserve police officer or a reserve deputy sheriff while acting under the supervision and 
authority of a political subdivision;  

• a driver or attendant with a licensed basic or advanced life support transportation service 
who is engaged in providing emergency care;  

• a first responder who is certified by the emergency medical services regulatory board to 
perform basic emergency skills before the arrival of a licensed ambulance service and 
who is a member of an organized service recognized by a local political subdivision to 
respond to medical emergencies to provide initial medical care before the arrival of an 
ambulance;  

• a person, other than a state trooper, employed by the commissioner of public safety and 
assigned to the State Patrol, whose primary employment is the enforcement of 
commercial motor vehicle laws and regulations.  



Killed in the line of duty/killed in action does not include death from natural causes.  

In the case of a peace officer, killed in the line of duty also includes the death of an officer caused 
by accidental means while the peace officer is acting in the course and scope of duties as a 
peace officer (Minnesota Statutes 2004 Chapter 299A.41, subdivision 3). In the case of military 
personnel, killed in action refers to an individual who is killed outright or dies as a result of 
wounds received in combat operations.  

Active duty is full-time duty in the active military service of the United States, including reserve 
components and Minnesota Army National Guard and Minnesota Air National Guard.  

Minnesota military service person is an individual on full-time active duty in the armed forces of 
the United States, including reserve components and the Minnesota Army National Guard and 
Minnesota Air National Guard, who within the most recent three years has filed an individual or 
joint income tax return with the Minnesota Department of Revenue.  

Capitol Complex includes state buildings, monuments and grounds in proximity to and including 
the Minnesota State Capitol.  

Procedure  

The Department of Public Safety, in the case of public safety officials, and the Department of 
Military Affairs, in the case of armed forces personnel, will notify the Governor's Office within 24 
hours of receiving notification of a death in the line of duty. The Department of Public Safety will 
receive notification or confirmation of a death from representatives of the Law Enforcement 
Memorial Association, Minnesota Professional Fire Fighters, Minnesota Ambulance Association 
or other recognized public safety organization.  

The Governor's Office will notify the Department of Administration Plant Management Division 
and at its discretion will issue a media advisory stating the reason and the date that Capitol 
Complex flags will be flown at half-staff.  

Upon notification from the Office of the Governor, the Department of Administration Plant 
Management Division will arrange for flying flags at half-staff in the Capitol Complex as stated in 
this policy.  

 


