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Name  Years of Riding  
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Raymond Aafedt  56 Currently I am a 
certified MSF 
rider/coach and have 
been coaching for 
about 12 years.  I am 
a long-term member 
of the American 
Motorcycle 
Association (AMA).  I 
am a member of 
American Bikers for 
Awareness, Training 
and Education 
(ABATE).  I am an 
Assistant Road 
Captain for the 
Alexandria chapter of 
the Patriot Guard.   

I have been riding motorcycles for over 56 years.  I 
have always been fascinated by the look of 
motorcycles, especially the old classics like the 
Indian Chief.  I have also been intrigued by the speed 
factor of motorcycles and really enjoyed racing 
events and hill climbs.  I have made many long trips 
around the United States over the past years and 
find that the view from a motorcycle is much more 
enjoyable than from a car. Currently I am a certified 
MSF rider/coach and have been coaching for about 
12 years.  I am a long-term member of the American 
Motorcycle Association (AMA).  I am a member of 
American Bikers for Awareness, Training and 
Education (ABATE).  I am an Assistant Road Captain 
for the Alexandria chapter of the Patriot Guard.  I 
also represent motorcyclists at the meetings of the 
Ottertail Safe Communities Coalition and serve on 
the ride planning committee for Lakeland Hospice. 
  
In the past, I have served as safety officer and road 
captain for the St. Cloud Harley Owners Group 
(HOG).   
Currently, I ride a C109RT Suzuki Boulevard and look 
forward to more enjoyable years of motorcycling. 

Mack Backlund 
 763-226-9195 
 

30 + years  American Bikers for 
Awareness, Training, 
and Education 
(ABATE) of MN Inc. 
and Minnesota 
Motorcycle Safety 
Advisory Task Force.  

I am State Coordinator for the largest motorcycling 
advocacy group in Minnesota, American Bikers for 
Awareness, Training and Education (ABATE) of MN 
Inc. I have been involved in all forms of motorcycling 
since I was very young and have been an endorsed 
rider for over thirty years. I am also an advisor to the 
Minnesota Motorcycle Safety Advisory Task Force. 
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ABATE of MN has been a strong promoter of on-road 
safety since the late 1980s. Many of our chapters 
schedule the Experienced Riders Course (now called 
BRC2) for their members or cover a portion of the 
costs for the BRC2 and Basic Rider Courses (BRC). 
Through our Share the Road program tens of 
thousands of students, senior citizens, and service 
groups have been educated on awareness of 
motorcyclists. Our members spend a couple hours 
explaining to students taking their drivers training 
class why it is important to watch for motorcyclists 
while driving.  
ABATE of MN is also involved in the legislative 
process and was the major push behind the Road 
Guard bill. I personally attended and testified at 
every committee hearing and worked closely with all 
concerned parties. In fact, before we even drafted a 
bill we met in Representative Nornes’ office with 
DPS, OTS, State Patrol and the Sheriff’s Association 
to make sure there were no insurmountable issues 

Ken Johnson  0 Riding  
 
4 Years Work 
Zone Engineer  

Dept. of 
Transportation  

Experience with setting standards for temporary 
traffic control; and the application thereof; and for 
creating standards and guidelines for road flaggers, 
and is MNDOT’s State Work Zone Engineer.  
 

Chief Dan Hatten  I have 38 yrs.  
riding 
experience 
personal and 
Professionally 
 

Hutchinson Police 
Department 
10 Franklin St. SW 
Hutchinson, MN 
55350 
dhatten@ci.hutchins
on.mn.us 
(320) 587-2242 
 

I have 38 years of riding experience both personally 
and Professionally. I have 31 years of police 
experience. I have  10 years of experience as a Police 
Chief. I was a Motorcycle Police Officer for 5 years 
for Bellevue WA. I was a instructor for the Motor 
Unit for 3 years I received the Oregon Washington 
Motor Officer Association Best Rider Award in 1990. 
I you need additional information just let me know. 
 

Nancy Johnson  0 Public Member  Public Member, no riding experience.  
 

Kevin Heap  
 

35 years   Here is my info or at least the highlights.  I have been 
riding motorcycles over 35 years.  I am an active 
member of the Goldwing Road Rider’s Association 
(the largest marquee motorcycle organization in the 
world). I have held various officer positions in the 
District (Minnesota) and the Region E area (the 
region is 8 midwest states – MN, ND, SD, NE, WI, IA, 
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IL, MO).   
• Chapter Rider Educator 
• District Rider Educator 
• District Director 
• Assistant Region E Director 
• Region E Rider Educator 
• Currently the Chapter Director for the local 

group in Maple Grove (Chapter Q) 
As such I have organized many State or Region 
Rallies and innumerable Chapter, District or other 
riding events.  I am also a certified Seminar 
Presenter in several disciplines. I am Medic First Aid 
Instructor and have taught First Responders as well 
as public First Aid and CPR. 

Chris Hawver  21 years  Instructor at MSF 
basic and advanced  

Completed all the MSF classes - basic and advanced; 
Instructor and taught over a dozen different Group 
Riding Clinics; 
Instructor and taught over 1,000 Bikers Accident 
Scene Management (www.roadguardians.org); 
Instructed Road Captains for other motorcycle 
groups on route planning, rider experience, group 
riding, group safety and accident scene 
management; 
Led over 600 hundred rides - ranging from 15 bikes 
to 3,200; Safety Officer for Harley-
Davidson's Owners Group. 

Dwight Smith  30  Motorcycle riding  Intermittent riding over the years.  
 

    
William Shaffer 
 
 **  DPS Staff  
Not an advisory 
Member 

30  Motorcycle riding 
experience 

Does not participate in group rides.  
Functions as the program administrator of the 
Minnesota Motorcycle Safety Center, which is a 
program of the Department of Public Safety, Office 
of Traffic Safety.  

    
Total Years’ 
Experience  

240 Years  
aggregate 
Riding 
experience on 
or available 

 In addition to the riding, among members there is 
experience in flagging, instruction, coaching, 
training, first aid, law enforcement, rallies, group 
rides, and  Chapter leaders of clubs. In addition, the 
internal work group includes public safety 
experience traffic safety, control, enforcement, 
drivers exam, instruction, administration and 
curriculum development on the internal work group.  
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