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JUNE 15, 2012 

 

To: National Telecommunications and Information Administration 

US Department of Commerce 

 

Re: Request for Information on 

Development of the State and Local Implementation Grant Program for the 

Nationwide Public Safety Broadband Network 

 

 

Please find enclosed Minnesota’s response to the NTIA’s May 11, 2012 RFI on 

Development of the State and Local Implementation Grant Program for the Nationwide 

Public Safety Broadband Network.  

Minnesota has been a national leader in public safety broadband planning, being the first 

state to our knowledge to complete a public safety broadband study including a 

comprehensive user needs assessment and statewide network design.  

Minnesota is pleased to have the opportunity to provide input on this very important 

issue. 

 

 

Respectfully,  
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that is larger or smaller than one state). In being nominated by an IGB, the single officer carries the legitimacy of 
endorsement by his or her full constituency and peers. 

For its grant program, the NTIA may consider requiring a showing that the single officer has been nominated by 
his or her IGB for each state requesting funding. 

2b. Who might serve on the governmental body (e.g., public partners, private 

partners, technical experts, Chief Information Officers, SWIC, finance officials, or 

legal experts)? 

All of the parties listed by the NTIA should be represented on the IGB.  

As a reference model, Minnesota’s SIGB, the Statewide Radio Board, has been extremely successful in 
coordinating interoperability activities in the State. It includes the following members or their designees: 

 The commissioner of public safety; 
 The commissioner of transportation; 
 The state chief information officer; 
 The commissioner of natural resources; 
 The chief of the Minnesota State Patrol; 
 The commissioner of management and budget; 
 The chair of the Metropolitan Council; 
 Two elected city officials, one from the nine-county metropolitan area and one from 

Greater Minnesota, appointed by the governing body of the League of Minnesota Cities; 
 Two elected county officials, one from the nine-county metropolitan area and one from 

Greater Minnesota, appointed by the governing body of the Association of Minnesota 
Counties; 

 Two sheriffs, one from the nine-county metropolitan area and one from Greater 
Minnesota, appointed by the governing body of the Minnesota Sheriffs' Association; 

 Two chiefs of police, one from the nine-county metropolitan area and one from Greater 
Minnesota, appointed by the governor after considering recommendations made by the 
Minnesota Chiefs' of Police Association; 

 Two fire chiefs, one from the nine-county metropolitan area and one from Greater 
Minnesota, appointed by the governor after considering recommendations made by the 
Minnesota Fire Chiefs' Association; 

 Two representatives of emergency medical service providers, one from the nine-county 
metropolitan area and one from Greater Minnesota, appointed by the governor after 
considering recommendations made by the Minnesota Ambulance Association; 

 The chair of the regional radio board for the metropolitan area; and 
 A representative of Greater Minnesota elected by those units of government in phase 

three and any subsequent phase of development as defined in the statewide, shared 
radio and communication plan, who have submitted a plan to the Statewide Radio 
Board and where development has been initiated. 




