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1.  Purpose or Objective 
 
The purpose of this standard is to establish a policy that will provide for news media and 
others to access certain voice communications over the ARMER system. 
 
2. Technical Background 
 
 Capabilities 
The ARMER system provides enhanced communications and interoperability using state-of-
the-art technology for system users such as police, fire, Emergency Medical Services (EMS), 
and public works agencies. 
 
 Constraints 
Individual talkgroups are the property of the primary agency using them whether they are in 
a multigroup or not, and the agencies shall control access to those individual talkgroups.  The 
Statewide Emergency Communications Board (SECB) shall control access to talkgroups used 
for interoperability between and among agencies. 
 
3.  Operational Context 
 
Members of the public and media who currently monitor public safety communications can 
continue to monitor agencies moving onto the ARMER system by using a radio programmed 
to scan selected talkgroups in a receive-only mode.  
 
Anyone using radios or other scanning equipment to monitor shall comply with all Federal 
and Minnesota Statutes and Rules regarding the use of that equipment.  
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4.  Recommended Protocol/ Standard 
 
Media agencies wishing to monitor communications may purchase radios compatible with 
the ARMER system.  The radios shall only be programmed by staff authorized by the SECB.  
Before the radios are programmed, users must complete a signed agreement to abide by 
standards regarding use of the equipment, as determined by the appropriate Regional 
Emergency Communications Board (ECB) or Emergency Services Board (ESB). This 
agreement shall state the radios will be used only for receiving communications and will 
not be reprogrammed by unauthorized personnel.  Violation of the agreement shall result in 
the user’s radios being removed from the system. 
 
5.  Recommended Procedure 
 
Each agency using the ARMER system shall submit a list of the talkgroups that are open for 
monitoring to the appropriate Regional ECB/ESB.  
 
The agreement shall include terms and conditions for use of radios on the system, 
requirement of compliance with state and federal law, and a list of the talkgroups to be 
monitored.  These talkgroups shall be among those the owner agencies have indicated may 
be monitored.  Users may then purchase radios to be used for scanning purposes only of 
talkgroups that have been authorized for monitoring. Violation of the agreement shall result 
in the user’s radio being removed from the system. 
 
6.  Management 
 
The appropriate Regional ECB/ESB shall manage the agreement process and maintain a list 
of users with radios for scanning purposes and what talkgroups are monitored.  The SECB 
shall designate entities authorized to program radios. Billing users for the cost of 
programming shall be the responsibility of the programming entity.  


