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1. Purpose or Objective

The purpose of this standard is to define procedures for connecting ARMER to conventional 
VHF and UHF systems. 

2. Operational Background

 Capabilities
Users of VHF and UHF radios can interoperate with radio users on the ARMER system. 

Patching is the process of connecting two disparate radio resources, generally through a 
dispatch console. 

 Constraints
VHF/UHF radio system users may only interoperate on radio channels  they are permitted to 
transmit on and are available for dispatch center patching. 

ARMER to VHF/UHF patching is not available in all areas. 

3. Operational Context

The ARMER to VHF/UHF patching may be used for day-to-day coordination, urgent, or 
emergency mutual aid situations for task forces, tactical teams, or for other purposes.  No 
new equipment is required, as existing VHF/UHF radios can be used.  
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4. Recommended Protocol/ Standard

No permission is required to communicate by means of the existing interoperability 
channels, such as VLAW31, VMED28, MNCOMM, and VFIRE23.    VHF radio system users 
throughout the state of Minnesota (and many government VHF radio system users outside 
of Minnesota) already have these frequencies in their radio systems.   

5. Recommended Procedure

A dispatcher can initiate a patch between an ARMER interop resource and a VHF/UHF 
conventional resource in the following manner: 

 The dispatcher will select an ARMER regional or statewide interoperability resource 
based on the nature of the activity.  A statewide interoperability resource may be 
appropriate for a large or highly mobile situation, where a less mobile and more 
local situation may facilitate the use of a regional interoperability resource.  For 
statewide and regional interoperability resources that are controlled by 
StatusBoard, (see State Standard 3.31.0)  a dispatcher must reserve the resource on 
StatusBoard.  

The dispatcher will select the VHF/UHF resource.  The dispatcher may have VHF/UHF 
users switch to an interoperability channel (VLAW31, VMED28, etc.), or they may patch 
directly to a local channel. The dispatch center initiating the interoperability patch is 
responsible for removing the patch and clearing StatusBoard after the incident is complete. 

6. Management

Communications managers are responsible for having their staff trained in the use of the 
interoperability techniques described above.  


