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1. Purpose or Objective

The purpose of this standard is to establish policy and procedure regarding the recording 
of interagency communications, including conventional radio frequency (RF) channels and 
common pool talkgroups. 

This standard will also establish policy and procedure regarding recording of agency 
owned talkgroups. 

2. Technical Background

 Capabilities
Conventional RF resources and talkgroups can be logged. 

Interoperability talkgroup audio for logging can be reliably captured: 
 At central logging Central Electronics Banks (CEBs) or MCC 7500 logging recorders,

and are not dependent upon console activity, subscriber unit activity, zone
affiliation or RF site affiliation.

 By using control stations, which are dependent on RF site affiliation and may affect
loading of the utilized RF site.

Conventional audio can be pulled off of the system without consuming central logging CEB 
ports by accessing the audio from the analog side of the interoperability system. 

 Constraints
Logging CEBs consume the Zone Audio Switch ports at the rate of 1 port for each 56 logged 
audio resources. The Audio Switch ports are in very limited supply and are presently also 
used for connecting dispatch centers into the system. An effort must be made to conserve 
the Audio Switch ports for agencies to be able to connect to the system. 

The ARMER trunked talkgroup audio originates at the Master Sites.  Conventional resource 
audio can originate at any Master Site or CEB. For logging of ARMER trunked talkgroups 
and many conventional resources, an audio path from a Master Site to the requesting 
logging location needs to be configured for each audio channel that is to be recorded. 
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Console logging audio outputs include transmit audio, select, and unselect receive audio.  
Console logging audio will only be available for talkgroups that are active at the console 
work position. Select receive audio will contain only one talkgroup or conventional 
resource. There is no information stored indicating which talkgroup or conventional 
resource was recorded from the select receive audio.   Unselect audio may contain the 
audio from multiple talkgroups and/or conventional resources, resulting in the inability to 
understand any of the mixed audio that is recorded.  There is no information stored 
indicating which talkgroup or conventional resource was recorded from the unselect 
receive audio.   

3. Operational Context

Changes to talkgroups programmed for output from the central logger CEBs will need to be 
performed at the appropriate Master Site. 

Other options for logging recorder audio sources are console logging audio outputs and RF 
control stations. 

One RF control station can be used as a trunking receiver to receive all audio on one 
specific talkgroup. Multiple RF control stations, one for each specific talkgroup to be 
recorded, may be used at any one recording location. RF control stations can also be used 
to record encrypted talkgroups. 

4. Recommended Protocol/ Standard

Remote logging to private owner CEBs shall be utilized as much as possible for any new 
logging requests, without adding additional private CEBs for logging. 

New logging requests may negotiate with other owners to buy them off the central logging 
CEBs to relocate their logging locally. This provides vacated ports on the central logging 
CEBs for the new logging request. 

The interoperability logging shall be left centralized. There are many agencies recording 
interoperability audio, and it is more cost effective to pull the audio from one location and 
then distribute the audio. 

If no other logging solutions meet the need, a system-integrated solution may be required. 

Each agency shall be responsible for determining which talkgroups and conventional 
resources they wish to record.  They shall supply and manage their recorder and make 
arrangements with the regional System Administrator for routing the talkgroup audio to 
their recording facilities. Central logging CEB audio shall come off a CEB located in the 
home zone of the logged talkgroup. 

As appropriate, the requesting agency shall coordinate with the Statewide Emergency 
Communications  Board (SECB) for the cost of CEB logger port hardware and channel bank  required 
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equipment toroute audio from the master site to the dispatch location. Agencies shall be 
responsible for their own data retrieval. 

Channel bank equipment installed at the Master Sites shall be owned and maintained by 
the State. 

5. Recommended Procedure

The Statewide Emergency Commuications Board will make the CEB audio port resource 
allocation and cost allocations as per State Standard 1.8.0, Changes and Upgrades.  
Requesting agencies will request logger audio port assignments from the Statewide 
Emergency Communications Board. 

Changes to logger CEB outputs shall be requested through the Regional 
System Administrator. 

For the central logging CEBs, the System Administrator shall coordinate talkgroup 
recording requests to prevent duplicate talkgroup logger output assignments. Logger audio 
for shared talkgroups shall be from a single logger audio CEB output and shall be routed to 
the different requesting agencies, e.g., mutual aid talkgroups, Emergency Medical Services 
(EMS) common channels, etc. 

Logger audio for mutual aid talkgroups that are hard patched shall be taken from the 
analog side of the hard patch. 

6. Management

The Statewide Emergency Communications Board is responsible for the allocation of 
logger ports and costs as appropriate. 

The Regional System Administrator is responsible for the logger port programming, 
configuring of the channel banks, and system documentation. 


