2013 Spring Ice Storm in Southwest Minnesota (DR-4113)

On April 9 - 11, 2013 the southwestern area of the state was hit by a late winter storm that coated trees,
roads, and structures with roughly two inches of ice. The weight of the ice buildup caused extensive
damage to power and communications infrastructure, including unburied lines resulting in power outages
to more than 100,000 people.

Whole communities were effectively shut down for several days, with limited public services and virtually
no private amenities. The widespread loss of power affected electric, heat, and water service to homes,
schools, businesses, and fire stations. Outages and power surges damaged computers, communications,
security, and HVAC systems, and other essential electrical equipment. Local medical facilities needed to
evacuate critical patients to other areas. In several small communities, costs of responding to this disaster
consumed their annual public works budgets.

Incident Period
April 9, 2013 to April 11, 2013

Presidential Disaster Declaration Date
Major Disaster Declaration declared on May 3, 2013

FEMA ID Number
Minnesota Severe Winter Storm (DR-4113)

Counties Declared

Cottonwood, Jackson, Murray, Nobles, and Rock

For more information regarding local recovery activity and assistance for this incident please contact the
specific county or tribal emergency manager.

County and Tribal Emergency Manager Contact Information

Current Status
Applicant Briefings are scheduled to begin the week of May 13, 2013

Event Summary

Whole communities were effectively shut down for several days, with limited public services and virtually
no private amenities. The widespread loss of power affected electric, heat, and water service to homes,
schools, businesses, and fire stations. Outages and power surges damaged computers, communications,
security, and HVAC systems, and other essential electrical equipment. Local medical facilities needed to
evacuate critical patients to other areas. In several small communities, costs of responding to this disaster
consumed their annual public works budgets.

News Releases

April 10, 2013 - SEOC Spring Snow Storm News Release #1
April 10, 2013 - SEOC Spring Snow Storm News Release #2
April 11, 2013 - SEOC Spring Snow Storm News Release #3
April 12, 2013 - SEOC Spring Snow Storm News Release #4
April 12, 2013 - SEOC Spring Snow Storm News Release #5


http://cm.dps.mn.gov/divisions/hsem/contact/Pages/county-emergency-managers.aspx
https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/hsem/seoc/Documents/SEOC%20Snow%20Storm%20News%20Release-1%20April%2010%202013.pdf
https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/hsem/seoc/Documents/SEOC%20Snow%20Storm%20News%20Release-2%20April%2010%202013.pdf
https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/hsem/seoc/Documents/SEOC%20Snow%20Storm%20News%20Release%20-3%20%20April%2011%202013.pdf
https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/ooc/news-releases/Pages/Major-Spring-Storm-Update-4.aspx
https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/ooc/news-releases/Pages/Major-Spring-Snow-Storm-Update-5.aspx
http://www.fema.gov/disaster/4113
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