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MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

Date:  February 5, 2015 
 
To: County, City and Tribal Emergency Management Directors 

County and City Administrators 
 

Notice of Availability of Hazard Mitigation Grant 
Program funds for DR-4182-MN  

As a result of Presidential Disaster Declaration DR-4182-MN, funding is available for mitigation 
activities through the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Section 404-Hazard 
Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP). The declaration was a result of Severe Storms, Straight-line 
Winds, Flooding, Landslides, and Mudslides between June 11 and July 11, 2014 in thirty-seven 
counties and three tribal communities, however HMGP funds are available statewide. 
The Hazard Mitigation Grant Program provides grants to state and local governments, eligible 
private non-profit organizations, and Tribal communities to fund long-term, permanent mitigation 
measures following a major disaster declaration.  HMGP is a cost share program with 75% of the 
funds coming from the federal government and 25% a local share.  Funds available as a result of 
DR-4182-MN are estimated to be $3,914,102.00 (6 month estimate). The final lock-in amount is 
determined for the disaster at the one year mark.  
Projects proposals must be in line with eligibility requirements outlined by FEMA’s Hazard 
Mitigation Assistance program and must result in the reduction or elimination of potential 
natural hazards and the protection of life and property. For DR-4182-MN, priorities will be 
given to:  
1. Acquisition and demolition of flood prone properties  
2. Acquisition and demolition, or relocation of structures in landslide hazard areas where risk 
of catastrophic failure of the slope is imminent (five-years) 
3. Community tornado safe room construction or retrofit projects; currently unprotected 
populations at mobile home parks, neighborhoods and apartments with construction of slab-on-
grade, schools, parks and camping facilities 
4. Retrofitting of facilities, including burying or retrofitting of power lines 
5. Flood damage reduction and small flood control projects 
6. Wildfire resistant construction materials, defensible space and sprinklers 
7. Soil stabilization to protect critical facilities and/or infrastructure 
8. Elevation or relocation of flood prone facilities 

Interested applicants must submit the one-page Notice of Interest (NOI) form to 
Hazard.mitigation@state.mn.us as soon as possible, and no later than March 6, 2015. If 
eligible, you will be invited to submit a full application. Complete applications received by June 1, 
2015 will be reviewed, scored, ranked and prioritized for funding consideration.  Applications and 
NOIs received after June 1, 2015 will be considered for funding, if funding is still available.   
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To be eligible for HMGP funding, specific criteria must be met: 
1. The applicant must have a FEMA approved all hazard mitigation plan. The proposed mitigation 

measure must be in conformance with the goals and objectives of the local hazard mitigation plan 
as well as the State Hazard Mitigation Plan.  

a. Communities without a current FEMA approved plan may apply for HMGP funds to 
update their plan.  Plans must be completed, adopted and approved by FEMA within one 
year of the declaration prior to receiving HMGP funds.  

2. The community must participate and be in good standing in the National Flood Insurance 
Program if a special flood hazard area has been identified by FEMA. 

3. The proposed project must be cost-effective and show that the benefits of the project will 
outweigh the cost. It must pass the Benefit Cost Analysis, which is the most difficult requirement 
for project approval. 

4. The project must be environmentally sound and will require environmental documentation prior 
to funding. 

Mitigation projects not funded through this declaration may be considered under the FEMA Pre-Disaster 
Mitigation or Flood Mitigation Assistance programs. These programs typically are on an annual funding 
cycle however, the application period for these programs is currently unknown.  
 
Resources:  
HSEM Hazard Mitigation Notice of Interest (NOI) 
Hazard Mitigation Assistance Unified Guidance 
Addendum to the Hazard Mitigation Assistance Unified Guidance 
 
If you have any questions, please contact: 

Jennifer Nelson, State Hazard Mitigation Officer at (651) 201-7427 
Jim McClosky, Hazard Mitigation Planner at (651) 201-7455 
Matti Gurney, Hazard Mitigation Planner at (651) 201-7443  
Nycole Fry, Hazard Mitigation Planner at (651) 201-7423 

  
 
cc: Minnesota HSEM Regional Program Coordinators 
 Minnesota Silver Jackets  
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