
Terrorism 
 

Critical Information 
Terrorism is the unlawful use of force or violence against persons or property to 
intimidate or coerce a government, the civilian population, or any segment thereof, in 
furtherance of political or social objectives (Federal Bureau of Investigation). 
 
Most terrorism events are at a national or international level. Initially, domestic or local 
events will be perceived as a criminal act and not immediately recognized as terrorism.  
 
In the event of an attack within the United States: 
District Administration 

• Monitor the situation 
• Consult with local law enforcement and emergency management agencies 

• Develop an action plan  
o If school is in session, consider a district wide lockdown with warning 

(see Lockdown procedures) or student release 
• Notify all building administration 

• Implement district-wide behavioral health crisis intervention procedures 
• Notify parents or legal guardians of actions taken 

o Availability of counselors 
o If implementing Lockdown procedures, instruct parents not to come to the 

school 
o If implementing Student-Release procedures, notify parents of 

reunification plan 
• Re-evaluate action plan as new information develops 

Building Administration 
• Monitor the situation 

• Consult with district administration 
• Implement district-wide action plan 

• Implement behavioral health crisis intervention procedures 
• Notify all staff 

• Allow teachers to suspend regular learning programming 
• Provide opportunities for students to meet with student services staff 

Staff 



• Inform students of the incident in an age appropriate manner 
• Stay calm and address student concerns 

o Limit access to media outlet (e.g. television, radio, internet) 
o Answer student questions honestly 
o Do not allow students to speculate or exaggerate graphic details 

• Decide whether or to temporarily suspend regular learning programming 
adjusting lesson plans to include discussion and activities about the event 

• Monitor student behaviors and reactions and make referrals to appropriate student 
services staff 

 
It is important to restore the learning environment as soon as possible, maintaining structure and 
stability throughout the school day. Try to engage in classroom activities that do not focus solely 
on the attacks. Children are comforted by normal routines and "back-to-normal" activities will 
help and reassure them. 
 


