
Minnesota Department of Public Safety
Division of Homeland Security and

Emergency Management

2015­MN­004: Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza

Situation Report

Subject:  2015­MN­004: HPAI Monitoring Situation Report #18

Reporting Period:  05/04/2015 13:00 ­ 05/05/2015 12:59

Operations Section Chief Agency Summary

As of May 5th, a total of 39 counties have been identified with 82 HPAI positive premises.

HSEM Staff have been actively collaborating with partner agencies and county emergency management staff.

Governor Dayton has extended the Governor's Executive Order 15­09, "Declaring a State of Peacetime
Emergency in the State of Minnesota," for 30 days from April 28, 2015.
State Agency Briefings were held at 0900 and 1530 hours in the SEOC via teleconference.
The SEOC continues to be at Activation Level II ­ Full Activation in response to the HPAI outbreak.
SEOC Staff monitored the MDA Briefing conference call.
Logistics Section staff provided resource assistance to county Emergency Managers.
DisasterLAN continues to be updated frequently with the latest news, fact sheets and other information
for situational awareness.
Operations Staff updated the Command Staff schedule.

Planning Section Chief Agency Summary

Attended daily conference calls with USDA and state agency personnel.
Developed and distributed the Planning Section Daily Update.
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MN Department of Agriculture Agency Summary

The MN Department of Agriculture (MDA) is operating under a Unified Command with the MN Board of
Animal Health and the USDA­APHIS­Veterinary Services. The Incident Command Post is currently
located at 625 Robert Street North (Freeman Bldg.), St. Paul, MN. Other staff are located at a post in
Willmar, MN.

MDA is working in conjunction with the USDA Incident Management Team and assisting with
communications, permitting, composting, and many other field operations associated with the incident.

MN Department of Education (MDE) Agency Summary

MDE continues to monitor the incident through DLAN and through SEOC State Agency Briefings.

MN Department of Employment and Economic
Development

Agency
Summary

Received a request to fill a vacant Finance/Admin Section Chief for a future rotation at the Willmar
EOC. DEED Administrative and Financial Services (AFS) is evaluating whether it can fill the position.

MN Department of Health Agency Summary

Worker Monitoring

MDH has followed­up completely on 70 flocks, meaning that all poultry personnel on the farm have
been interviewed and evaluation; MDH has started the process for an additional 19 flocks.
We are currently monitoring 75 poultry personnel for development of an eye infection or respiratory
symptoms: cough, fever, sore throat, runny nose.
In total from March 4­May 4, 247 people involved in care of 70 flocks have been interviewed and
evaluated. 133 of the 247 people were advised to start taking antiviral medications as a precautionary
measure, and 100 agreed to take Tamiflu. MDH facilitated getting the prescription for the workers by
working with the company occupational health departments or the health care providers for those
individuals.
MDH follow­up and monitoring for 10 days has been completed for 172 people associated with 49
flocks.
We have sampled 13 people with cold symptoms, but have not identified any infections with this virus.

Behavioral Health Response

Supporting local public health agencies with information.
Deploying 2 volunteers to Stearns County to provide Psychological First Aid trainings on May 14th and
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to also serve as a Behavioral Health liaison/subject matter expert consultant to local public health staff
in Stearns County.

MN National Guard Agency Summary

Minnesota National Guard supported operations in the SEOC and reach back with SFC Scott Galeazzi
Unit Liaison Officers (LNOs), CPT Adam Riedel and 1LT David Elm from 682nd Engineer Battalion will
call in for scheduled meetings at Kandiyohi EOC to maintain situational awareness of the
current incident in case another request for National Guard assets is requested.
Currently the 55th Civil Support Team (CST) is doing a recon and visit in Willmar to meet with Dr.
Lauer on testing capabilities to see if it is viable if and when USDA will validate the Analytical Laboratory
System to do H5N2 analysis testing.

MN Department of Natural Resources Agency Summary

​DNR is asking the public to send the agency reports of sick or dead waterfowl, wild turkeys or birds of
prey. The agency will test any of suspect birds for the virus.
On May 4, 2015 DNR submitted 5 dead wild bird samples.
To date, DNR has collected 34 total sick/dead wild bird cases. Results ­ HPAI Positive: 1 (Cooper's
Hawk, Yellow Medicine County);  Negative: 19; Pending: 15
DNR is collecting 1,500 environmental samples from lands near infected flocks and 1,500 samples
from control sites (major waterfowl production areas without known infection). The DNR wild
bird surveillance plan is available.
On May 4, 2015 DNR submitted no environmental samples for testing.
To date, DNR has collected a total of 3,138 fecal samples from wild waterfowl.
Environmental Sample Results­  HPAI Positive: 0; LPAI Positive: 88; Negative: 2,727; Pending: 323
Turkey season started Wednesday, April 15, 2015. Hunter­harvested wild turkeys near HPAI areas are
being tested. The DNR is advising turkey hunters to take standard precautions when handling and
cooking wild birds.
On May 4, 2015 DNR submitted 28 hunter harvested wild turkey samples.
To date, 65 hunter harvested wild turkey samples have been submitted for testing.  Results ­ HPAI
Positive: 0; Negative: 37; Pending: 28
Public information is available at http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/avianinfluenza/
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SEOC Planning Section Weather

Five Day Forecast: Minnesota ­ Kandiyohi (KMPX)
Tuesday

Chance of Rain
Showers

73 F / 22 C 
56 F / 13 C

Wednesday

Likely Thunderstorms

75 F / 23 C 
62 F / 16 C

Thursday

Likely Thunderstorms

75 F / 23 C 
50 F / 10 C

Friday

Clear

63 F / 17 C 
45 F / 7 C

Saturday

Chance of
Thunderstorms
63 F / 17 C 
45 F / 7 C
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EOC News Release #11 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT:  
May 5, 2015 Bruce Gordon 651-201-7171 

Doug Neville 651-201-7562 

DAILY UPDATE ON AVIAN INFLUENZA – May 5, 2015 

ST PAUL — The Minnesota Department of Public Safety Homeland Security and 
Emergency Management  Division (HSEM) activated the State Emergency Operations 
Center (SEOC) to coordinate the state’s ongoing response to avian influenza. HSEM will 
coordinate resource needs with several state agencies including the Minnesota Board of 
Animal Health and the Minnesota Department of Agriculture.  

Additional HPAI cases in Minnesota 
The Minnesota Board of Animal Health today announced two presumptive positive flocks. 
The following Minnesota county is affected: 

• Kandiyohi – 30th (turkeys, flock size information coming soon) and 31st (turkeys,
flock size information coming soon) detections 

Current Situation 
Total number of affected farms – 82 
Total number of counties – 21 

Farms by County/Number of Flocks 
Chippewa: 1 
Clay: 1 
Cottonwood: 2  
Kandiyohi: 31 
Lac Qui Parle: 1 
Le Sueur: 1 
Lyon: 1 

Meeker: 8 
Nicollet: 1 
Nobles: 1 
Otter Tail: 3 
Pipestone: 2 
Pope: 1 
Redwood: 4 

Renville: 1 
Roseau: 1 
Stearns: 14 
Steele: 1 
Swift: 5  
Wadena: 1 
Watonwan: 1 

Total number of birds affected in Minnesota – 5,487,232 (not including pending flocks) 

All affected farms remain under quarantine.  

Visit the USDA's website for information on all HPAI findings in the United States. 

NEWS RELEASE 
Bruce Gordon Director of Communications 

444 Cedar Street, Suite 155 • Saint Paul, Minnesota 55101-5155 • dps.mn.gov

SITREP ATTACHMENT: SEOC News Release 11 Avian Influenza May 5 2015.pdf
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To date, animal health officials have completed the following response zone activities: 
• Appraisals have been approved for 78 of the affected premises.
• Birds on 73 of the affected farms have been euthanized.
• Composting is in progress on 69 of the affected farms. Animal health officials and producers are working on

carcass disposal on other farms.
• Sampled 704 backyard flocks falling within the control areas of affected farms.

Personnel Assisting in Response Efforts 
• 81 state employees
• 129 USDA employees
• 210 total

Please visit the Board’s website to view the photos. 

Jennie-O workers in Faribault 
The Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development (DEED) has been in close contact and 
working with Jennie-O Turkey on the layoff it announced today and will continue to provide support to separated 
employees. 

• DEED is in the process of establishing informational meetings for impacted workers. All known impacted
workers will receive notice of these meetings and are welcome to attend. There will be information on 
Unemployment Insurance and the Dislocated Worker program, and an opportunity to enroll in the 
Dislocated Worker program to receive customized services which may include job search assistance, 
counselor-approved training, and related support. 

• Impacted employees can call DEED’s Dislocated Worker Rapid Response toll-free number with questions
at 866-213-1422 or online at mn.gov/deed/dw. 

Poultry at county fairs 
The Minnesota Dept. of Agriculture and USDA APHIS Liaisons are working with a task force of local 
veterinarians to distribute biosecurity outreach materials to County Fair Boards throughout the state in preparation 
for the County Fair season. Many county fairs have poultry exhibitions and county officials are asked to further 
distribute the information to people who raise or exhibit poultry.  

Information on biosecurity for backyard flocks can be found at http://healthybirds.aphis.usda.gov. 

Turkey lunch 
Governor Dayton attended a turkey burger lunch today at the Minnesota State Capitol, hosted by Representative 
Dave Baker, Representative Chris Swedzinski, and the Republican Rural Caucus. A picture from the event is 
attached.  

Poultry is Safe to Eat 
When eating and preparing eggs and poultry, the Minnesota Department of Agriculture reminds consumers to: 

• Handle poultry products properly. Keep clean; wash hands, and clean and sanitize work surfaces and
equipment. 

• Separate raw and cooked meat; avoid cross-contamination.
• Cook meat thoroughly to an internal temperature of 165⁰F.
• Chill; keep and store food at 40 °F (4.4 ºC) or below and the freezer at 0 °F (-17.7 ºC) or below.

SITREP ATTACHMENT: SEOC News Release 11 Avian Influenza May 5 2015.pdf
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• Cook eggs until the yolks and whites are firm and ensure any dishes containing eggs are cooked to 160 °F.
• Use pasteurized eggs for dishes where eggs are raw or undercooked when they are consumed.

Minnesota Dept. of Agriculture Hotline 
Minnesota Farmer Assistance Network, 877-898-MFAN (6326) – referral service for financial assistance, legal 
services, basic needs, and mental health counseling. 

Poultry Workers 
MDH is monitoring the health of workers, who have had contact with infected poultry, and providing guidance on 
infection control, the use of personal protective equipment, and providing support for any other health-related 
aspects of response.  

• People who had close, unprotected contact with infected flocks are recommended to receive an antiviral
drug called Tamiflu. MDH does not issue the drug directly. Rather, MDH facilitates getting the prescription 
for the workers by working with the company occupational health departments or the health care providers 
for those individuals. 

• Workers are then contacted daily for 10 days and monitored for development of respiratory symptoms.
• As of today, MDH has completed follow-up contacts for 70 flocks.
• MDH is currently monitoring 75 poultry personnel for potential symptoms of infection, such as

development of an eye infection or respiratory symptoms.
• The MDH 10-day monitoring period has been completed for 172 people associated with 49 flocks; no

infections with this virus were detected.

DNR accomplishes goal of 3,000 waterfowl samples 
The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) has reached its goal of collecting 3,000 wild waterfowl 
samples from around the state. More than 2,800 test results have been received so far and none have tested positive 
for H5N2. Sampling of live waterfowl may continue this summer during the DNR’s waterfowl-banding season. 

Staff continue to test wild bird carcasses and hunter-harvested wild turkeys. Thirty-four wild bird carcasses have 
been collected and 65 hunter-harvest wild turkeys have been sampled. No hunter-harvested wild turkeys have tested 
positive for H5N2 and only one wild-bird carcass, a Cooper’s hawk, has test positive. The agency’s avian influenza 
web site is http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/avianinfluenza/index.html 

### 
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