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State fire marshal helping distribute personal protective equipment 
Fire service specialists with the State Fire Marshal Division (SFMD) will be working with the Minnesota 

State Fire Chiefs Association this week to distribute 17,000 personal protective equipment kits to 

Minnesota fire departments. The kits contain an N-95 mask, zip-up suit, one pair of latex gloves and one 

germicidal disposable cloth. Fire department regional directors will coordinate equipment distribution in 

their regions. SFMD fire service specialists will begin delivering gear today to regional directors in 

southern Minnesota and work their way north throughout the week.  

 

Number of COVID-19 deaths edging toward 300 
 286 reported deaths — an increase of 14 since April 26; 12 of the 14 deaths were residents in 

long-term care facilities.  

 3,816 lab-confirmed cases in Minnesota — an increase of 214 cases since April 26.   

 292 patients are currently hospitalized with 122 in intensive care units (ICU). The number of ICU 

patients is up seven from April 26.  

 1,842 patients have been released from isolation.  

 Learn more about the latest lab-diagnosed cases on the COVID-19 public dashboard. 

 

MDE launches professional development webinar series to support educators  
Today, the Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) has launched a series of webinars catered to the 

professional development of educators around meeting the needs of individual students during the 

distance learning period. MDE has focused the topics of the webinars based on the feedback received 

from educators about what topics they would like additional support on. Educators must register for 

webinars in advance. MDE can host up to 1,000 educators for each webinar. Educators who do not 

register in time will have the opportunity to attend the same webinar at a later date and time. More details 

are available on the MDE website at https://education.mn.gov/MDE/DSE/MDE032527.  

 

Increased household hazards 
The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency has received increased reports of mercury spills in homes, 

mostly due to broken thermometers. Mercury is extremely toxic and cleanups are expensive. MPCA has 

new information on its website on how to deal with spills and remove dangers from the home, including 

tips on avoiding hazardous cleaning solutions as residents are disinfecting surfaces at higher rates. 

https://www.pca.state.mn.us/featured/household-hazards-during-covid-19-outbreak 

 

Red Cross in Minnesota: Blood donation and disaster relief during COVID 
 To help ensure health and safety at blood drives, the Red Cross is offering a new ‘blood donor 

screener’ volunteer role. Their primary task will be to check the temperatures of blood donors 

prior to their donations. People interested in the role can apply online.  

 Through June 30, Red Cross blood collection will occur only at donation centers and sponsored 

drives, not bloodmobiles. Donation by appointment-only continues at all drives and centers 

through May 15. Look online for appointments in the coming days and weeks.  

 Shelter, food and other relief, such as health and crisis counseling, continues for people displaced 

by recent home fires. Red Cross volunteers are working with government and community partners 

to people find housing resources during this challenging time. 

https://mndps.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/f28f84968c1148129932c3bebb1d3a1a
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/DSE/MDE032527
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/featured/household-hazards-during-covid-19-outbreak
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.redcross.org%2Fsso%2Fvc0.html%3FarcPartnerId%3Dvc0%26resume%3D%2Fidp%2FtCujF%2FresumeSAML20%2Fidp%2FSSO.ping%26spentity%3Dhttp%3A%2F%2Fpingone.com%2Fd5b109be-ce0e-4a23-b2ea-171a180ac2a5&data=02%7C01%7Ceoc.pio.lead%40state.mn.us%7C8ea714bc91ac422248fa08d7eadd9721%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C637236109756056251&sdata=4vV5JYX8%2FZ9a7XRMlNG21C%2BkiP9Q8AHnxBKx2n1Zor8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.redcrossblood.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7Ceoc.pio.lead%40state.mn.us%7C8ea714bc91ac422248fa08d7eadd9721%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C637236109756066236&sdata=IUi69I9nseix96bu7Ei4mTXIxe1qEX6eu%2F55Nxegj2w%3D&reserved=0


April 25-26 weekend traffic volumes remain below numbers from 2019 
The Minnesota Department of Transportation continues to monitor traffic volumes statewide. Weekend 

traffic volumes for April 25-26 were relatively flat compared to the previous few weekdays, but still 

below weekend totals for April 2019. 

 Metro area: Traffic volumes on Saturday, April 25 were down 27 percent percent compared to 

Saturday averages for April 2019. Traffic volumes on Sunday, April 26 were down 29 percent 

compared to Sunday averages for April 2019.  

 Statewide: Traffic volumes on Saturday, April 25 were down 25 percent compared to Saturday 

averages for April 2019. Traffic volumes on Sunday, April 26 were down 28 percent compared to 

Sunday averages for April 2019.  

 

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/traffic/data/reports/COVID19/March-April_2020_Volume_04-01-2020.pdf

