
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Minnesotans can apply for duplicate licenses or ID cards  
Minnesotans who lost their driver’s license or ID card, or had it stolen, can now apply for a duplicate card 
while Department of Public Safety Driver and Vehicle Services (DPS-DVS) exam stations are closed. There 
are two options: 

 Deputy registrar and driver’s license agent offices can accept duplicate driver’s license and ID 
card applications that do not require a photo at their office. No face-to-face transactions are 

available, so offices are offering this in a way where you do not physically enter the building. 
 If a local office isn’t offering this service, DPS-DVS can send a photo receipt and letter to serve as 

a temporary replacement for a lost driver’s license or ID card while exam stations are closed to 
Minnesotans who submit the request. 

 More information, including instructions, is on the DVS COVID-19 FAQ webpage. 
 

 
UI program has paid out $1.9 billion; payments made to 83% of applicants 

 From March 16 through May 6, there were 632,852 applications for unemployment insurance in 
Minnesota. As of May 6, 525,598 people have received at least one payment from Minnesota’s 
Unemployment Insurance (UI) program. This represents approximately 83 percent of all people who 
have applied for unemployment since March 16. The UI program has paid $1.9 billion and a total of 
1,989,250 million weeks of unemployment benefits.  

 Many of the remaining applicants who have yet to receive a determination applied for the first time 
within the past week, and some may still be working but applied proactively. Others may still be 
eligible for Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA) but the UI office is still determining their 
eligibility, and some may ultimately be ineligible for unemployment insurance based on state or 
federal law. 
 

 
State leaders announce guidance for graduation ceremonies 
The Minnesota Department of Education (MDE), Office of Higher Education and Minnesota Department 
of Health (MDH) have released guidance for schools regarding graduation ceremonies.  

 This guidance was developed jointly between the three departments and outlines some specific 
activities that schools should or should not do.  

 The top recommendation is for schools to hold a ceremony that can be conducted remotely and 
ensure attendees do not need to leave their homes, like a virtual ceremony.  

 While the guidelines do not allow for a gymnasium or football field gathering, it does provide 
public health guidance on what schools, colleges or universities would need to consider when 
contemplating a safe celebration outside of the home, such as a car parade or a parking lot 
ceremony. 
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https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/dvs/news/Pages/frequently-asked-questions.aspx
https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=MDE032684&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary


 

 
 
 
 
 
Coming through during a crisis: Hawkins Chemical donates bleach  
Nineteen Minnesota counties and three tribal nations have started to receive bulk bleach donations this 
week as part of the State Emergency Operations Center’s partnership with private businesses. Hawkins 
Chemical was generous enough to meet the need. The Minnesota National Guard coordinated with Hawkins 
chemical to deliver the 55-gallon drums of bleach to the local communities. The disinfectant will be used to 
clean public spaces, both during the stay at home order and in preparation for any return to normal 
business. Businesses that would like to offer resources, supplies or personnel to COVID-19 response efforts 
should complete this distribution form or email hsem.ppp@state.mn.us.   

 
 
Ethan Hiew: Overcoming fear to help others with COVID-19 
Ethan Hiew stepped up in big way on April 28 at the Red Cross in St. Paul — he overcame his fear of 
needles and donated convalescent plasma that will help COVID-19 patients recover. 

 Ethan, 17, is a Boy Scout and a St. Thomas Academy junior who’s aspiring to have a career in the 
film industry. He tested positive for COVID-19 after the illness was spread by a family member 
who had traveled to Europe for business.  

 Ethan did not have severe symptoms or require hospitalization, and once he fully recovered after 
self-quarantine, his family talked together on how they could help others during these uncertain 
times. They decided to fill out the donor eligibility form on the Red Cross website to see if Ethan 

qualified to donate convalescent plasma for critically ill COVID-19 patients.  
 A few days later, they heard back that Ethan was a candidate to donate. Ethan agreed and said he 

would do anything to help others who had this illness. “I’m in this situation for a reason – and it 
must be to help!” he said. 
 
 

SEOC teaming up with MDH on contact tracing 
The SEOC remains fully activated and staffed either physically or virtually by all state agencies and several 
volunteer organizations. 

 Staff in the SEOC is working with officials from MDH on increasing contact tracing staff.  
 Officials are also working with MDH and the MDE on graduation guidance for schools.  
 The SEOC continues supporting the state hotline, which received 47 calls on May 7. Employees are 

answering calls at 651-297-1304 or 800-657-3504. The hotline is currently operating from 8 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Monday through Friday. Hours are 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays. 
 

 
COVID-19 lab-confirmed cases top 10,000 

 534 reported deaths — an increase of 26 since May 7; 25 of the 26 deaths were people in long-
term care facilities.  

 10,088 lab-confirmed cases in Minnesota — an increase of 723 cases since May 7.   
 473 patients are currently hospitalized with 198 in intensive care units (ICU). The number of ICU 

patients is up 16 from May 7; 5,697 patients have been released from isolation.  
 Learn more about the latest lab-diagnosed cases on the COVID-19 public dashboard. 

 
 

https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/hsem/seoc/Pages/distributionForm.aspx
mailto:hsem.ppp@state.mn.us
https://mndps.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/f28f84968c1148129932c3bebb1d3a1a


 

 
 
 
 
 
Traffic volumes remain below May 2019 averages 
MnDOT continues to monitor traffic volumes statewide.  

 Metro area: Traffic volumes on Thursday, May 7 were down 29 percent compared to Thursday 
averages for May 2019.  

 Statewide: Traffic volumes on Thursday, May 7 were down 25 percent compared to Thursday 
averages for May 2019.  

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/traffic/data/reports/COVID19/March-April_2020_Volume_04-01-2020.pdf

