making space
for
courageous
conversations

Wednesday | May 13, 2015

REGISTRATION 10:30-11:30
LUNCH 11:30-12:30
WELCOME INTRO 12:30-12:45
KEYNOTE PRESENTATION 12:45-3:05

Ted Bunch | John Choi
BREAK 3:05-3:30
BREAKOUT SESSIONS 3:30-4:45

There will be seven different breakout sessions offered simultaneously. Four will be part of a general
track, two will be law enforcement, and one will be for leadership/management.

Evening activities include dinner and the silent auction, as well as a wine and cheese reception hosted by
MNCASA and MCBW from 6-8 pm. Beach volleyball and bonfires (weather permitting) will be available.



BREAKOUT SESSIONS
Wednesday | May 13, 2015 | 3:30-4:45 p.m.

Taking Action! Getting Men Involved; Continuing the Conversation

John Choi Lakeshore 2
General

This session takes the powerful message heard in the keynote presentation and allows participants to
construct tangible supports to their agency with follow up questions and dialogue. Examining the
unmet needs of a community, culture and/or agency and design an approach to operationalize an
inclusive method to reach boys and men at critical junctures will be discussed by the panel heard during
the keynote and participants.

Black & White; Race, Police & Accountability

Paul Schnell | Jason Sole Paul Bunyan 1
Law Enforcement

The session will give focus to the stark differences around race and policing prompted by a series of
deaths of Black men at the hands of police. The presenters will explore the intersection of race and
criminal justice from their separate perspectives — A black, ex-offender turned college professor and
consultant - A white, middle-aged, police chief. The session will end with a discussion of research and
practices that both presenters agree might help bridge the divide and increase trust between law
enforcement and all segments of the community.

Engaging Your Community to End Sexual Violence

Yvonne Cournoyer | F. Alex Peterson | Amanda Schwarzkoph Lakeshore 4
General

This session applies the principles of effective prevention programming to sexual violence and provides
a framework communities can use to develop an approach suited to their community. Participants will
hear from two communities—Rochester and Brainerd—about their community-based work to address a
specific community’s risk factors. One project addresses youth with intellectual or developmental
disabilities and the other focuses on changing social norms and policies in liquor serving establishments.

Reach out and Save Someone; Using Jail Call Evidence in Domestic Violence Investigations

David McCabe | James Jerskey Paul Bunyan 2
Law Enforcement

‘Reach out and Save Someone’, focuses on the evidence based investigations of protection order
violations and witness tampering and using the recorded calls made by violators from prisons/jails.
These investigations are team focused and involve the collaboration of Police, Prosecution, Corrections,
and Advocacy. This presentation will focus on those parts of the team, as well as, provide a best practice
model for investigation/prosecution of those crimes. Domestic Violence cases are plagued with witness
tampering, victim recantation, and victim intimidation. The presenters will speak on their past successes
and hurdles with these investigations, and outline how the problems of victim recantation can be
overcome by presenting this evidence.



Understanding Neurodiversity in the Workplace: Prevention of Harassment and Discrimination

Grant Watkins Paul Bunyan 3
Leadership

Through the lens of a neurodivergent, Grant will highlight similarities between workplace discrimination
and harassment to the victimization of sexual assault. Techniques to identify and combat the rejection
and ridicule that is all too common for neurodivergents in the workplace will be outlined.

Disparities of people living with neurodiverse conditions (also known as hidden disabilities) in the
workplace will be discussed by identifying attitudinal and cultural bias by nondisabled employees.
(Neurodiverse conditions include those diagnosed with Dysgraphia, Dyspraxia, Dyscalculia, Dyslexia,
ADHD, Autistic Spectrum, Tourette Syndrome and others).

Restorative Justice and Youth; a Panel Presentation

Cynthia Prosek | Nancy Riestenberg | Dale Greene Lakeshore 1
General

This panel features individual approaches to restorative justice related to youth interventions. Juvenile
re-entry, youth and law enforcement, community conferencing, and providing cultural
teachings/practices to coincide with positive change will be discussed. In addition, written guidance on
circle format for the proper location, selection of a facilitator and preparation for your own RJ event will
be provided.

LGBTQ IPV & Access to Services

Eva Wood Lakeshore 3
General

LGBTQ survivors of intimate partner violence face unique barriers to accessing service — all the way from
911 to police reports to domestic violence service providers. This workshop will review basic information
on LGBTQ identities, rates and risks of violence, barriers to service, and potential tactics to overcoming
these obstacles for reducing victimization.



Thursday | May 14, 2015

BREAKFAST 7:00-8:30 AM
BREAKOUT SESSIONS 8:30-10:00 AM
BREAK 10:00-10:30 AM
BREAKOUT SESSIONS 10:30-12:00 Noon
LUNCH 12:00-1:00 PM
BREAKOUT SESSIONS 1:00-3:00 PM
BREAK 3:00-3:30 PM
BREAKOUT SESSIONS 3:30-4:45 PM

Dinner, Silent Auction (closes for bids at 7 pm) MAC Wine & Cheese event 6-8 pm; Bingo 7:30-8:30,
beach volleyball and bonfires (weather permitting) will be available. Pub trivia will be played from 8 - 9
pm and karaoke at 9 pm in the Bear Trap.

BREAKOUT SESSIONS
Thursday | May 14, 2015 | 8:30-10:00 a.m.

Organizational Trust & Professionalism: Improving Outcomes to Clients & Organizations

Dr. Verna Monson Paul Bunyan 3
Leadership
This presentation explores how research in healthcare organizations shows that building trust and

professionalism benefits patient or client outcomes and reduces overall costs. The relevance of this
research to human services, the judiciary, and law enforcement will be discussed, along with how this
movement could be viewed as a moral imperative. Topics will include (1) overview of research on trust
and professionalism related to improving organizational and client outcomes; (2) organizational
interventions used in healthcare organizations to improve communication and increase collaboration,
trust, and shared purpose among personnel; and (3) suggested approaches to measuring organizational
climate and client outcomes related to the trauma-informed care movement.

Mental Health De-escalation Skills for Law Enforcement

Linda Flanders Paul Bunyan 1
Law Enforcement
Crisis Intervention Team®© training is the nationally recognized “gold standard” for officers to verbally

de-escalate a mental health crisis and create a community-wide collaborative in the process. The



training to certify officers and build a specialized team is a time consuming and expensive proposition;
often not feasible for rural law enforcement agencies. This workshop describes the replicable program,
and shows the evaluation results of a pilot project in rural Wisconsin, training all county officers in the
basic principles of verbal de-escalation.

Criminal Justice Community Forums: Discussing Ferguson and Beyond

Dr. Jillian Peterson | Dr. Raj Sethuraju Paul Bunyan 2
Law Enforcement
Over the past year, the School of Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice at Metropolitan State University

has organized a series of community forums examining critical criminal justice issues facing the Twin
Cities community. These forums, each attended by approximately 80 students, policy makers, and
community members, have focused on the shooting of Michael Brown in Ferguson Missouri, terrorism
and radicalization in Minnesota, and sex crimes. This session will explain how community forums can be
instrumental to connect communities, law enforcement, and public officials in generating ground-up
ideas for criminal justice programming and public policy via panel discussion. Attendees will gain how
this approach could work for their organization or department.

Shining the Light on Girls in the Juvenile Justice System

Paula Schaefer Lakeshore 3
General
Girls in the juvenile justice system in MN have historically been, and continue to be, a minority

population, with an over representation of girls from communities of color. Given that boys are the
majority population and the “squeaky wheel gets the grease” girls continue to get short-changed with
regard to meaningful advocacy, equitable data collection/analysis, funding, and other resource
allocation. We need to shine the light on the needs of girls and sustainable systems to reform strategies.
This workshop will cover a high level overview of system-involved girls, “what works” for girls and how
to create a cost-effective female and culturally responsive, trauma-informed continuum of services
model for girls in MN.

When Faith Hurts

Alison Feigh Lakeshore 4
General
It is a powerful responsibility to ensure that children, youth, and vulnerable adults are able to thrive

within a faith community. The importance of creating and maintaining safe places for ALL members,
especially those unable to protect themselves, must be considered with great care. This session provides
specific policies and practices for leaders to take on to help reduce and prevent child abuse and spiritual
injuries in a faith community.



Storytelling as Activism and Healing: The Restorative Writing Workshop

K.C. Harrison Lakeshore 1
General
Being heard and telling our stories is an essential component of human wellbeing. Restorative justice

operates on the principle that storytelling is the foundation for healing individuals and communities that
have been harmed. This workshop explores the importance of stories and considers how they can
facilitate personal growth, community engagement, and social change.

Sex/Human Trafficking Panel

Lauren Ryan | Caroline Palmer | Beth Holger-Ambrose Lakeshore 2
180 min. session| 1 of 2 parts | General
Lauren Ryan | Juli Fast (SWCC) | Kristy Collier (The Link) | Jennifer Fox (Heartland Girls Ranch) | Taylor

Mitsch (Breaking Free)

This presentation will give a comprehensive overview of Minnesota’s Safe Harbor legislation and the No
Wrong Door service delivery model. The first section will include a presentation on the history of Safe
Harbor legislation, implementation of No Wrong Door and conclude with a panel discussion by four
regional navigators. Navigators are responsible for building regionalized responses by
identifying/developing appropriate resources within the region. The panel will share best practices on
identifying and serving sexually exploited youth.

Break - Resource Fair Sportscentre 10:00-10:30am

BREAKOUT SESSIONS
Thursday | May 14, 2015 | 10:30-12:00 noon

Sex/Human Trafficking Panel (Continued)

Lauren Ryan | Caroline Palmer | Beth Holger-Ambrose Lakeshore 2
General| Part 2 of 2
Part two of a two part presentation; Caroline Palmer | The Link Panel - Beth Holger Ambrose | Quisha

Stewart | Kristy Collier

This is part two of a comprehensive overview of Minnesota’s Safe Harbor legislation and the No Wrong
Door service delivery model. The second half will begin with a presentation on the process and
development of statewide model protocols which will provide communities a roadmap to develop
multidisciplinary responses to identify and intervene with youth. Lastly, staff from The Link, a nonprofit
in Minneapolis will share best practices learned from their Safe Harbor programming including how to
provide services and housing to youth, insights on the West Metro regional response highlighting system
collaboration and how to respectfully and successfully integrate survivor voices and leadership.



Restitution in Minnesota: Recommendations of the Restitution Working Group and an examination of
MN restitution data

Suzanne Elwell | Peter Jannett Lakeshore 1
General
From 2013 to 2014, the Office of Justice Programs convened the Minnesota Restitution Working Group

to examine how restitution is requested, ordered, and collected in Minnesota. This legislatively-
mandated working group included representative stakeholders from all corners of the system and lead
to an extensive set of practice and policy recommendations. As part of this process, the State Court
Administrator’s Office (SCAO) conducted an analysis of court restitution data, revealing interesting
trends in restitution amounts ordered and paid. This presentation will provide an overview of the
findings and recommendations from the Restitution Working Group, and will include a presentation of
the results from the data analysis conducted by the SCAO.

Juvenile Justice in MN: Looking Back to Look Ahead

Dana Hurley Swayze Lakeshore 4
General
This workshop will begin with historical information on the juvenile justice system and explain key

decision points and terms related to juvenile justice. New data on youth in correctional facilities who
participated in the 2013 Minnesota Student Survey with a focus on Adverse Childhood Experiences
(ACEs) will be presented. The interplay of victimization and perpetration by youth offenders will be
explored with an emphasis on the importance of providing trauma informed care for youth involved in
the justice system.

Effective Collaboration in Support of Deaf Survivors: Culture, Linguistics, Risk Factors, Legal Rights &
Co-Advocacy

Aaron Gutzke | Stephanie Ritenour Lakeshore 3
General
Deaf and hard of hearing individuals are 150% more likely to be victims of assault, abuse and

exploitation in their lifetime. There are an estimated 100,000 individuals in Minnesota with some degree
of hearing loss, yet many law enforcement agencies and service providers are not fully prepared to work
with them, resulting in inadvertent re-victimization and an internalized distrust of the criminal justice
system. This workshop will explore an effective co-advocacy model for working with deaf and hard of
hearing victims, including tips on how to work with sign language interpreters

Making friends with your logic model: Not just for your funders anymore!

Julie Atella | Danette Buskovick Paul Bunyan 3
Leadership
While most non-profits are required to have a logic model by their funders, many do not know the

importance of them in promoting program success, especially when it comes to program evaluation. In
this hands-on workshop, participants will get an opportunity to learn how to use their logic models to
improve programming, inform stakeholders about their program, train new staff and volunteers, and be



accountable to their program’s design and outcomes. Participants are strongly encouraged to bring their

own logic models so they can reference and revise them. Examples from the Safe Harbor initiative will

be used throughout the presentation for those who do not have their own logic model.

Sex Trafficking: Working with Reluctant/Recanting Victims; a case study

Sean Lohse-Johnson | Karen Kugler Paul Bunyan 2
Law Enforcement
Law enforcement and prosecution team up for this presentation of a sex trafficking case involving a 15

year old cognitively delayed and terrified victim. A focus on strategies and tactics will be employed while
working with the victim and other lay witnesses during the investigative and trial stages of the case. The
collection and presentation of evidence which successfully resulted in two guilty verdicts will also be
discussed.

MPLS New Massage License Ordinance: An effective tool for sex trafficking ID & enforcement

Linda Roberts | Michele Harvet Paul Bunyan 1
Law Enforcement

This workshop will look at how Minneapolis has modernized regulations for massage and bodywork
licensing to weed out the legitimate establishments from those who use their storefronts for sex
trafficking. Investigative techniques and case studies which supported the closures, withdrawals and
denials of 160 new license applications will be discussed for “lessons learned” in problem solving for
future challenges and successes.

BREAKOUT SESSIONS

Thursday | May 14, 2015 | 1:00-3:00 p.m.

Minnesota Sex Offender Program Federal Class Action Law Suit

Dean Eric Janus Lakeshore 1
General
The constitutionality of Minnesota’s sex offender program has been the center of a Federal Class Action

lawsuit. The court has heard testimony from a variety of witnesses in a trial that began in early February.
A decision in the case is expected later this year. This session will give an overview of the lawsuit and the
possible outcomes from the courts expected decision.

Mind Body Healing from Trauma

Lora Matz | Suzanne Koepplinger Lakeshore 2
General
Part one of a two part presentation. Research and practice are showing positive outcomes for

integrative self-care for providers, and holistic healing services for victim/survivors. This interactive



workshop will review the efficacy of and teach simple integrative healing approaches for both front line
staff and victim/survivors based on a deepening understanding of the neurobiology of the mind-body
connection.

Coaching for Change: Prevention Through Athletics

Ed Heisler | Chuck Derry Lakeshore 3
General
This workshop will explore two Minnesota projects achieving broad impact in normalizing gender-

equality and preventing violence against women through athletics. Participants will preview the
Coaching for Change on-line interactive courses available to coaches at all levels. Coaching for Change
and IMPACT (two programs which will be discussed) provide innovative, concrete, and shovel ready
examples of a highly impactful primary prevention strategy—from effective education to athletic policy
and practices that address the root causes of violence against women.

The Dirty Dozen — Lessons in sex crime investigation

Melissa Saterbak | Russ Jude Lakeshore 4
General
The workshop will focus on lessons learned the hard way in sex crime investigation and prosecution at

the Mille Lacs County Attorney’s Office. Law enforcement, prosecutors, advocates, and child protection
workers could all benefit from these lessons to successfully avoid making similar mistakes while working
their own sex crime cases. This workshop will address: the importance of the investigation and the
interrogation, understanding victim and offender typology, addressing societal beliefs/myths, the
impact of criminal charging decisions, and trial issues including defense experts and a retrial.

Managing Up: Board Governance from the Staff Perspective

Jennifer Kramm Paul Bunyan 3
Leadership
Nonprofit executive directors and lead staff often bear the brunt of responsibility for the care and

feeding of the board. This session will delve into basic board responsibilities and the role of the
nonprofit organization in ensuring these are fulfilled and optimized.

Place of Last Drink: Identifying and Addressing Over Service of Alcohol

Patrick Toohey | Sheila Nesbit Paul Bunyan 1
Law Enforcement
Alcohol and use and abuse are major contributors to crime and victimization. Place of Last Drink (POLD)

is a promising strategy to address over service of alcohol. POLD seeks to identify the location where a
person last consumed alcohol and are involved in alcohol-related law enforcement call (DUI, assault, or
other offenses). Information collected by the investigating officer is entered into a database and used to
identify patterns and work to address problematic locations and serving practices. The database is
available for use free of charge to any law enforcement department in Minnesota.



The Hole In Our Passions: Fixing The Problems Exposed by Safe Harbor for Better Victim Services

Sergeant Grant Snyder Paul Bunyan 2
Law Enforcement
Safe Harbor provided a solid starting point in codifying a commitment to the juvenile victims of sex

trafficking and providing a modest framework for the provisions of services. Yet, Safe Harbor is far from
successful, and depends on the effective, cross disciplinary collaboration of all involved. Territorialism,
institutional pride, and greed have threatened obligations to each other and to victims/survivors. Local
and national examples of success and failure will be exposed in this presentation for discussion, and
where agencies can position themselves to move forward.

BREAKOUT SESSIONS
Thursday | May 14, 2015 | 3:00-4:45 p.m.

Mind Body Healing from Trauma

Lora Matz | Suzanne Koepplinger
General Lakeshore 2
Part two of a two part presentation. Research and practice are showing positive outcomes for

integrative self-care for providers, and holistic healing services for victim/survivors. This interactive
workshop will review the efficacy of and teach simple integrative healing approaches for both front line
staff and victim/survivors based on a deepening understanding of the neurobiology of the mind-body
connection.

Hearing the Victim’s Voice: Examining Historical Trauma in the Native American Population

Patina Park

General Lakeshore 4

In August 2009, the Minnesota Indian Women's Resource Center released the Shattered Hearts Report,
examining the impact of trafficking in the Native American population as experienced by their clients.
This workshop will identify the impact of historical trauma on this population in how it affects
commercial sexual exploitation/trafficking. It will also examine how to help clients to both heal from
victimization and to lessen vulnerability to exploitation.

Strangulation 101: What You Need to Know

Kristi Jarvis | Linda Walther
General Lakeshore 1
Strangulation continues to be a prevalent issue within our communities, but is often overlooked or

minimized by many. One of the most important things we can do is provide education regarding this
topic, particularly to anyone (medical professionals, law enforcement, attorneys, judges, and advocates).
who may have contact with these victims. This session will examine the intersection of strangulation
with domestic violence, sexual assault and officer-involved shootings. The importance of medical care
for victims of strangulation will also be discussed, as well as, the signs and symptoms both law



enforcement and medical professionals need to be aware of to evaluate a victim. Photography of
strangulation victims will also be discussed.

Advocates and Officers: Working Together to Address Campus Sexual Violence

Traci Thomas-Card | Kevin Randolph | Becky Redetzke Field
General Lakeshore 3
This workshop will focus on the ways in which sexual violence advocates and law enforcement can work

together to ensure that victim/survivors and the community are safe and supported. Based on state-
wide studies conducted bi-annually since 2007, this workshop will explore the prevalence of sexual
violence on college campuses in MN, and examine the various forms of sexual violence as defined by an
institution and the state. Presenters will focus on best practices in advocacy and law enforcement to
share strategies for working better together. Title IX, the Clery Act, and the Campus SaVE Act will also be
discussed.

Activate Your Board!

Jennifer Kramm
Leadership Paul Bunyan 3
Ignite the potential of your nonprofit board of directors. Your board knows the basics, now move

beyond ‘Board 101’ to perform at a more sophisticated level. How do you turn board members into true
ambassadors? How can you equip them to excel at fundraising? How do you help them operate
strategically? How can you support creative and responsible fiscal stewardship? Answers to these
qguestions and more will be answered during this workshop.

The Minnesota Model of School-Based Diversion for Students with Co-Occurring Disorders

William Wyss
Law Enforcement Paul Bunyan 2
The school-to-prison pipeline is a critical national and state public policy concern that requires analysis

and solutions for children and their families. The vision of the Minnesota Model is to keep students in
school and out of the juvenile justice system by leading and partnering with others to plan; implement
and evaluate an innovative school-based diversion model that ensures access to co-occurring treatment
services; and reduces disparities in the juvenile justice system. The Model provides a blueprint to assist
schools and their partners, including law enforcement to become more selective about making referrals
to the juvenile justice system.

“Mapping the Market for Juvenile Sex Trafficking in Minneapolis”

Dr. Lauren Martin | Dr. Sandi Pierce
Law Enforcement Paul Bunyan 1
This workshop will describe the who, based on three broad categories: market facilitators (those in the

business selling commercial sex with juveniles), juvenile victims, and sex buyers. Second, the where,
using GIS maps to illustrate where sex traffickers’ operations are based, where their juvenile victims



were recruited, and where sexual transactions take place. Third, this workshop examines how the
market works: how sex trafficking operations are structured and how they function.

Friday | May 15, 2015 | POLICE Memorial Day

BREAKFAST & HONOR GUARD CEREMONY for POLICE MEMORIAL WEEK 7:00-8:15 AM

BREAKOUT SESSIONS 8:30-10:00 AM
BREAK 10:00-10:30 AM
KEYNOTE SPEAKER TBD 10:30-12:00 NOON
ADJORN

Friday | May 15, 2015 | POLICE Memorial Day

Cass County Honor Guard Special Presentation 8:00 am

Outside Sportcentre (weather permitting)
If inclement weather, ceremony will be held in the Sportscentre

BREAKOUT SESSIONS
Friday | May 15, 2015 | 8:30-10:00 p.m.

Stolen Years, A Survivors Story

Connie Nelson Lakeshore 2
General
Connie is a survivor of a 30-year domestic and sexually violent relationship. She has written an account

of her life while in that relationship, and along with author Darrel Day, published a book entitled: Stolen
Years A True Story of Domestic Abuse and Survival. Hear Connie’s story told in her words covering her
path to “moving out” and “moving on.” Her presentation will be followed by a question and answer
period. Connie’s book will be available for purchase at the conference.

Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders and Victimization

Ruth Richardson | Michele Fournier Lakeshore 3
General
Individuals with Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders (FASD) are vulnerable to victimization. Research

studies have found that approximately 55 percent of individuals with an FASD have been sexually
victimized. FASD is a form of organic brain damage that may limit an individual’s ability to recognize and
report victimization. This presentation will provide an overview of FASD, explore the reasons those on



the spectrum are vulnerable to victimization, and explore ways to protect the rights of individuals with
FASD who have been victimized.

Order for Protection (OFP) Replacement Project Update

Melia Garza | Gary Kalstabakken Lakeshore 1
General
In 2011, the Minnesota Office of Justice Programs received funding from the Office on Violence Against

Women to work with the State Court Administrator’s Office at the Minnesota Judicial Branch and other
project partners to develop a new mechanism for processing Orders for Protection (OFPs) filed in
Minnesota courts. The project goal was to improve the quality and accessibility of OFP information
available to law enforcement, resulting in increased safety for victims and improved OFP enforcement.
After significant planning and development, the new functionality is being rolled out to Minnesota
courts and law enforcement agencies in 2015. This session highlights the enhancements offered by the
new functionality and the impact for petitioners, court staff, advocates, and law enforcement.

The Implementation and Effects of Minnesota’s Domestic Violence Firearm Law

Safia Khan | Rebekah Moses Paul Bunyan 3
General
The Domestic Violence Firearm Law, implemented on August 1, 2014, was passed with good intentions

but has unfortunately brought new challenges to law enforcement and survivors of domestic violence.
This lecture will provide basic information on the law, explore the various concerns and issues that have
arisen since this law has been in place, and present resources and best information to respond to
firearms issues at the local level. Information on the initial impact of the firearms law on survivors will
be presented. Emerging issues will be explored with audience members.

Addressing Sexual and Domestic Violence in the African American Community

Sam Simmons Paul Bunyan 2
General

This presentation will explore the link between African American historical trauma perceptions,
beliefs and behaviors that act as challenges to addressing sexual and domestic violence in the
African American community. Practical, culturally-sensitive, trauma-informed, and outcome-driven
best and/or promising practices will be explored. In addition, the importance of being aware of
policies, perceptions and biases that have unintended consequences for the African American
community will be discussed.

Restorative Practices: Addressing Accountability, Trauma and Healing

Kris Miner | Sarah King Lakeshore 4
General
Restorative justice is a promising practice in healing and trauma recovery for people impacted by crimes

of severe violence. This session will provide a brief overview of restorative justice philosophy and
processes. In addition, a true dialogue on how to generate conversations for restoration and rebuilding



will be led by the facilitators along with a panel comprised of a victim, offender, and community
member, all of whom have engaged in a restorative process.

Understanding Domestic Violence in the Hmong American and Karen Communities

Pheng Thao | MayTong Chang Paul Bunyan 1
General
In the Hmong American community there are an increasing number of international marriages and

relationships that are having a detrimental impact on families. In this workshop, international marriages
and relationships will be explored to examine what constitutes abuse, and dive deeper on the
intersections of gender, culture, and globalization. The effects of acculturation to new social norms and
changes in traditional gender roles often lead to marital conflict, which women feel unable to escape.
The fear of deportation or community rejection often leads victims to hide violent incidents rather than
seek help. Additionally, participants will consider how to improve services for families given new
insights.
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