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Chaplains for Children
June 8-10, Viterbo University 
La Crosse, WI

Registration fees: $275 / Students $99 
(must provide a valid student ID at registration) 
We are offering a limited number of scholarships. Please
submit an application to be considered (must be submitted
eight weeks prior to the training date).

How to register
Register online at gundersenhealth.org/ncptc. Visa, 
MasterCard, Discover, and American Express accepted.
If you need to pay by check or purchase order number, or
for further information, please contact Suzanne Severson at
spsevers@gundersenhealth.org or (651) 714-4673) to 
register. There will be a $15.00 processing fee for invoicing
of registration costs.

Please be sure to note accessibility needs and dietary 
restrictions when registering. You will receive an email 
confirmation after your registration has successfully 
been processed.

This conference is sponsored by a grant from the Matty
Eappen Foundation and cosponsored by Viterbo 
University and Gundersen NCPTC.

Lodging
Radisson Hotel LaCrosse
200 Harborview Plaza
La Crosse, WI 54601 
(608) 784-6680 
$120.00/night – Mention Gundersen NCPTC Chaplains for
Children Training to receive the discounted room rate.

Gundersen National Child Protection Training Center 
(Gundersen NCPTC) and its programs, Center for Effective 
Discipline and Jacob Wetterling Resource Center, works to 
end all forms of child maltreatment through education, 
training and prevention while advocating for and serving 
children, adult survivors and communities.

For more information and to see other trainings scheduled
for 2015, visit gundersenhealth.org/ncptc.

Save the date
Prevention and the Child Protection 
Professional: Implementing Effective 
Child Abuse Prevention Programs
July 29-30, St. Paul, MN

Disclaimer
Gundersen National Child Protection Training Center reserves
the right to cancel or postpone this seminar if minimum 
registration requirements are not met or as a result of Force 
Majeure. Gundersen NCPTC will make all attempts to notify 
registrants of cancellation or postponement at the earliest 
opportunity. Gundersen NCPTC is not responsible for any costs
incurred by registrants due to cancellation or postponement,
including but not limited to airfares and hotels. 

CENTER FOR
EFFECTIVE
DISCIPLINE

PLAN TO ATTEND…

Join our efforts
Ending child abuse is everyone’s responsibility. 

To stay informed or get involved, join our mailing
list at gundersenhealth.org/mailing-list.
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Agenda
Monday, June 8
7:30-8 a.m. Registration Reinhart Center Boardroom, 

Viterbo University 

8 a.m.-12 p.m. When Faith Hurts: Understanding, Recognizing
“and Responding to the Physical, Emotional and
Spiritual Impact of Child Maltreatment 
Victor Vieth, JD, senior director and founder, 
Gundersen National Child Protection Training Center

• The prevalence of child abuse
• How children disclose sexual abuse
• The impact of sexual abuse on spirituality
• Behaviors indicative of sexual abuse
• The interest sexual offenders have in faith-based

camps and schools and the methods often used in 
selecting children to be abused

• Effective policies for deterring sexual offenders
• Effective policies should a sexual offender 

nonetheless become active in a faith institution
• Helpful rules and lessons from youth-serving 

organizations
• The five types of emotional abuse

12-1:15 p.m. Lunch on your own

1:15-3 p.m. Spirituality and Resiliency
Debra Murray, director of Masters of Science in 
Mental Health Counseling, Viterbo University
Emily Dykman, assistant professor of Religious 
Studies and Philosophy, Viterbo University
Janet Holter, assistant professor of Social Work,
Viterbo University

• Physical abuse signs (students learn to distinguish
unusual bruising patterns, understand the meaning
of a “patterned injury,” and recognize a potential
hand slap) and understanding abusive head trauma

• The role of background checks and worker 
interviews

• Correlation between animal abuse and child abuse
• How to respond when the church, synagogue, 

seminary or other faith institution is sued by a 
victim or group of victims

• Suggestions for speaking with: 
– An adult survivor disclosing childhood 

maltreatment
– An adult confessing child sexual abuse

This workshop focuses on Spirituality and Resiliency as
tools to assist chaplains in their work with caregivers
and with victims of child abuse. Participants will be in-
troduced to the concept of Trauma Informed Care as a
perspective to understand individuals and families
who have experienced trauma. Chaplains will learn the
theoretical grounding of resiliency and how to help in-
dividuals tap into and build resiliency. Theological lan-
guage will be introduced to assist chaplains in
connecting resiliency to faith and spirituality. 

3-3:15 p.m. Break

3:15-5 p.m. Responding to Allegations of Child Abuse 
within a Congregation
Basyle “Boz” Tchividjian, executive director 
GRACE (Godly Response to Abuse in the 
Christian Environment)
In this interactive presentation, students and the 

instructor will be presented with a case of child sexual
abuse arising within a faith setting. Working as a group,
students will discuss various challenges resulting from
the case and develop a plan for an appropriate 
response to the needs of the victim, offender, and 
faith community.

Tuesday, June 9
8:30-10 a.m. When Child Abuse Hits Home: Corporal 

Punishment, the Law & the Faith Community
Victor Vieth, JD, senior director and founder, 
Gundersen National Child Protection Training Center
Students receive an overview of research on the 
effectiveness and risk factors associated with corporal
punishment as well as an overview of the contracting
legal definition of reasonable force. Various theological
approaches to corporal punishment are discussed. 
Finally, students are presented with a case scenario 
and work through possible approaches to a case of
physical discipline resulting in child injuries.

10-10:15 a.m Break

10:15-11:45 a.m. Implementing Personal Safety Training in 
Faith-Based Institutions
Alison Feigh, director, Jacob Wetterling 
Resource Center
Students will learn the components of teaching 
children personal safety as well as strategies for 
implementing an effective personal safety program 
at a faith-based school or institution.

11:45 a.m.-1 p.m. Lunch (provided)
Keynote Address: The Positive Power of 
Servant Leadership 
Thomas A. Thibodeau, Director of Servant 
Leadership, Viterbo University

1-2:15 p.m. Cyber-Challenges: Policies, Planning and 
Prevention - Online Safety for Communities of Faith
Alison Feigh, director, Jacob Wetterling 
Resource Center
This workshop focuses on the current challenges 
facing faith communities as more and more young
people engage with technology. Prevention strategies
and replicable resources will be offered to help 
prevent cyber bullying, sexting and online 
exploitation of children and teens.

2:15-2:30 p.m. Break

2:30-3:45 p.m. Like a Footprint in Wet Cement: Understanding 
the Impact of Trauma on Children
Victor Vieth, JD, senior director and founder, 
Gundersen National Child Protection Training Center
The ongoing Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE)
studies out of Kaiser Permanente and the Center for
Disease Control suggest that childhood maltreatment
and family dysfunction are major risk factors for the
leading causes of illness, death and poor psychological
adjustment in the United States. Cumulative adverse
childhood events have a role in poor physical health,
problematic health risk behaviors, learning challenges,
behavior problems and disease. The presentation will
introduce faith leaders to this research and discuss the
importance of faith, medical and mental health
providers working to address to have a holistic 
approach to addressing a child’s needs. 

3:45-4 p.m. Break

4-5 p.m. The Use and Misuse of Scripture in Counseling
Maltreated Children
John Schuetze, M.Div. D.Min., MS, professor, 
Pastoral Theology, Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary
It is not only offenders who sometimes apply
scripture in a way that harms children. Sadly,
clergy and other called leaders sometimes apply
passages in scripture in a way that discourages
child abuse reports, keeps victims from obtaining
medical or mental health care, and that often
shames the victim for their own maltreatment.
This workshop examines several texts that have
often been used to harm victims and embolden
offenders. The workshop offers suggestions for
clergy and faith leaders in assisting children and
adults whose faith has been impacted by the 
misuse of scripture. 

Wednesday, June 10
8-9:30 a.m. Addressing Emotional and Spiritual Injuries

Amy Russell, JD, MSEd, executive director, 
Gundersen National Child Protection 
Training Center
Students will receive an overview of possible 
approaches for coordinating pastoral and 
mental health counseling for children and 
adults impacted by child abuse.

9:30-9:45 a.m. Break

9:45-10:45 a.m. Help for the Helper: Understanding and 
Responding to Vicarious Trauma
Amy Russell, JD, MSEd, executive director, 
Gundersen National Child Protection 
Training Center
Attendees will receive an overview of the 
research on the vicarious trauma from working
with families impacted by trauma. Pastoral care
and other workers who assist others in coping
with trauma will learn concrete strategies for
keeping themselves emotionally healthy.

10:45-11 a.m. Break

11 a.m.-2 p.m. Care In Action
Pete Singer, MSW, LICSW, Director, 
Care In Action Minnesota
Attendees will learn about a creative program 
for bringing faith and child protection 
communities closer together in addressing 
the needs of maltreated children.

12-1 p.m. Lunch (on your own)

1-2:30 p.m. Case Scenarios: Students will be divided into
groups and given a series of case scenarios in
which children and adults pose spiritual 
questions pertaining to abuse. Students will
develop strategies for addressing the needs 
of the family.

2:30-2:45 p.m. Break

2:45-3:45 p.m. Presentations: Group leaders will present their
responses to the various case scenarios to the
group as a whole.

3:45-4 p.m. Closing

This course prepares students to recognize and 
respond to cases of sexual abuse, physical abuse,
emotional abuse and neglect within faith-based 
organizations.

Topics include
• The impact of child abuse on a victim's sense of

spirituality and concrete suggestions for working
with medical and mental health professionals to
assist a child in coping with maltreatment

• Ideal child protection policies for a faith-based 
institution, including handling a situation in 
which a convicted sex offender seeks to join 
a congregation

• Review of various child abuse case scenarios and
appropriate and inappropriate responses.

Intended Audience
Clergy, faith leaders, chaplains, youth ministers, 
counselors and other members of a faith 
community who work with children or families 
impacted by child abuse
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