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Julie Atella is a Research Scientist at Wilder Research, where she has worked since 2008. Her 
background includes research and evaluation in the areas of criminal justice, including human 
trafficking, juvenile justice and corrections. Currently, she provides research and evaluation leadership 
to a government and community-based agencies, including programs that focus on strengthening 
families with incarcerated parents, measuring what works with at-risk youth, and assessing prevention 
efforts. Julie is currently a community faculty member at Metro State University, where she is teaching 
Program Evaluation.  Julie has volunteered for over 15 years with a Minneapolis 24-hour crisis line for 
crime victims. 

Ted Bunch is the co-founder and co-director of A CALL TO MEN. He is recognized both nationally and 
internationally for his expertise in organizing and educating men in an effort to create a healthier and 
more respectful manhood. He is dedicated to strengthening community accountability to end violence 
and discrimination against women and girls. Ted is formerly the Director and co-creator of the largest 
program for domestic violence offenders in America. He has worked with police and fire departments, 
emergency medical technicians, paramedics and first responders to end domestic violence. He is a 
recognized trainer, lecturer and consultant on male accountability. A committed ally for more than 15 
years, Ted has gained leadership status in the domestic violence, rape and sexual assault prevention 
communities across the country. Ted brings a great enthusiasm and a wealth of knowledge to his work. 
He has trained at many colleges and universities throughout the United States as well as the National 
Football League. In addition, he has had guest appearances on national television and radio programs 
and has been a script consultant for Law & Order: Special Victims Unit. He has traveled abroad speaking 
in places like Israel, Suriname, South Africa, Ghana, Brazil and Puerto Rico as well as being an invited 
guest presenter for the United Nations' Commission on the Status of Women and the UN Alliance of 
Civilizations. Ted is an international lecturer for the U.S. State Department, and was appointed by UN 
Secretary General Ban Ki- moon as a Committee Member to UNiTE, an international network of male 
leaders working to end violence against women. 
 



Danette Buskovick has been the Statistical Analysis Center Director in the Minnesota Department of 
Public Safety Office of Justice Programs since 2005. Danette has worked on research projects related to 
students in Minnesota’s correctional facilities, human trafficking, and crime victimization. She provides 
training/technical assistance to OJP grantees and other stakeholders in program evaluation. Danette 
founded and ran the state-wide task force on human trafficking between 2006 and 2011. Danette led a 
variety of stakeholders to develop a statewide victim-services model for sex trafficked youth, called No 
Wrong Door. In her spare time, Danette unsuccessfully grows vegetables in her boulevard garden.  

MayTong Chang is a survivor of domestic violence and an advocate for Hmong women and children. For 
the last 10 years, MayTong has created many innovative culturally and linguistically specific domestic 
violence and sexual assault prevention, intervention, and education programs for Hmong women and 
children including addressing trafficking/abusive international marriages and murder-suicide within the 
Hmong community. She has provided trainings to hundreds of advocates, social service providers, 
community members, and teens on domestic violence, sexual violence, and dating violence.  

John Choi is the Ramsey County Attorney. Since taking office in 2011, he has become a national leader in 
the fight against sex trafficking. Both as Saint Paul City Attorney and in his current role as County 
Attorney, John’s innovative approach to holding abusers accountable, while working collaboratively with 
advocacy agencies to help victims, has transformed the way government intervenes in domestic 
violence and sex trafficking situations. John has also been a champion of engaging men to become part 
of the solution to prevent violence against women and children.  

Yvonne Cournoyer is the Sexual Violence Prevention Coordinator for MNCASA. From 2002 to 2008, she 
was the Program Director for Stop It Now! Minnesota, where she developed and presented trainings, 
including Creating Circles of Safety: How to Speak Up to Keep Children Safe, Creating Safe Environments 
through Policy and Practice, and How Understanding and Responding to Sexual Behaviors in Children 
can Prevent Child Sexual Abuse. She also used interviews with adults who had sexually abused children 
to develop the nation’s first ad campaign targeting adults concerned about their own sexualized 
thoughts and behaviors. 
 
Chuck Derry has worked to end men’s violence against women since 1983. Chuck provides training and 
technical assistance nationally and internationally on the dynamics of domestic violence, criminal justice 
system reform, effective coordinated community responses to domestic violence, law enforcement 
investigations, rehabilitative programs for men who batter, and engaging men (with women) in primary 
prevention strategies which stop sexual and domestic violence before it starts. 

Suzanne Elwell is currently the director of the Crime Victim Justice Unit, a victim rights compliance 
office. Since 2004, she has investigated complaints from crime victims who feel they have been 
mistreated or that their statutory rights have been violated. She has over 18 years of experience 
working on issues related to violence against women and crime victims, holding positions as executive 
director of a court monitoring organization, assistant county attorney, domestic violence advocate and 
attorney, and as an administrator in a domestic violence agency. Ms. Elwell received her law degree 
from the University of Iowa and has been admitted to the Iowa and California bars.  
 
Alison Feigh, M.S., serves as the Program Manager for the Jacob Wetterling Resource Center, a program 
of Gundersen National Child Protection Training Center. Her academic areas of focus surrounding sexual 
violence prevention and missing children have prepared her for the work at JWRC where she works with 
students, parents, families, law enforcement, and the media with the ultimate goal of reducing 
abductions and abuse. Alison has also worked as a minister to youth and children at a metro area faith 



community for six years. She continues to be inspired by working directly with youth at camps, retreats, 
and theater companies. 

Linda Flanders specializes in education through the media arts. She is a retired San Francisco police 
detective and has been a Criminal Justice Council coordinator for four years in Wisconsin, also serving on 
the State’s Outreach committee. She is a certified CIT© facilitator and project director for this modified 
Crisis Intervention program that was developed for rural law enforcement. She currently works with 
HOPE Coalition in Red Wing, an advocacy group for victims of domestic and sexual violence. 

Michele Fournier is the Chemical Health and Program Coordinator for the Minnesota Organization on 
Fetal Alcohol Syndrome. Michele does outreach across the state in domestic violence shelters, chemical 
dependency treatment centers, and within corrections serving some of the state’s most vulnerable 
families. 

Melia Garza is the Domestic and Sexual Violence Analyst at the Minnesota Judicial Branch. She has more 
than 10 years of experience working in the anti-domestic and sexual violence fields including providing 
victim advocacy as well as leading statewide systems change initiatives. In her current role, she provides 
subject matter expertise on Branch projects involving sexual or domestic violence cases, facilitates 
training opportunities for judges and court staff, and acts as a liaison with external justice partners. 
Melia is a graduate of Carleton College and has a Master’s of Science in Criminal Justice from 
Metropolitan State University.  

Dale Greene is from Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe and has been instrumental in Bamenim Anishinaabeg' 
(BA) Juvenile RE-Entry program. This program is currently transitioning from a grant funded program to 
a self-sustaining Cultural CD Program while maintaining the BA Philosophy; providing cultural teachings 
and practices, along with Tribal (Genogram) critical thinking programing to expose youth different 
perspectives of behaviors, characteristics modeled and cultural traditions passed from one generation to 
the next. Dale is an experienced restorative justice practitioner for both youth and adults.  

Dan Griffin is recognized internationally as a thought leader transforming the conversation regarding 
men – and all of those who love them. Dan has spent the past two decades formulating his ideas while 
working in the addiction and mental health recovery fields. For the past five years Dan has been leading 
the conversation on men in recovery from addiction, mental health issues, and trauma.  

Aaron Gutzke, a Minneapolis native, has volunteered for CSD’s Deaf Domestic Violence Advocacy 
program in different capacities since returning to Minneapolis in 2005. While at CSD, Aaron has been 
heavily involved in the Adult Basic Education (ABE) program that serves the state’s deaf and hard of 
hearing immigrants and adults. Before leading CSD’s Minnesota Programs, which includes ABE and Deaf 
Victim & Survivor Advocacy, he completed his graduate studies at the University of Minnesota’s Hubert 
H. Humphrey School of Public Affairs with a concentration in disability policy and services.  

Michele Harvet is a business license lead inspector with over eight years’ experience for the City of 
Minneapolis. She is also a member of the Minneapolis Coordinating committee to Prevent Juvenile Sex 
Trafficking. She has successfully conducted licensing investigations resulting in closures, withdrawals and 
denials of licenses of businesses that allowed sex trafficking.  

Ed Heisler is the Executive Director of Men As Peacemakers in Duluth, MN. His work focuses on 
engaging men in efforts to end violence against women and children. Ed specializes in the creation and 
implementation of primary prevention strategies in the community and on college campuses. He draws 
from five years’ experience coordinating primary prevention efforts for a battered women’s shelter. Ed 



has also co-facilitated batterer’s intervention classes for nine years through the Domestic Abuse 
Intervention Project in Duluth, is a core trainer for A Call to Men, and has published research on men’s 
involvement in ending violence against women.  

Beth Holger-Ambrose is the Executive Director of The Link which provides programming in three areas: 
juvenile justice, housing and services for homeless youth and young families and services, shelter and 
housing for sexually exploited youth. Holger-Ambrose has 14 years of experience working with runaway, 
homeless and sexually exploited youth through street outreach, shelter and housing programs as well as 
program development, policy and government funding administration for these same populations. 
Holger-Ambrose helped to design the Safe Harbor Law/No Wrong Door Response through her role at 
the Homeless Youth Services Coordinator for DHS-OEO and her Bush Leadership Fellowship (2012-14). 

Dana Hurley Swayze is a Juvenile Justice Analyst in the Minnesota Department of Public Safety Office of 
Justice Programs, where she has worked since 2006. Prior to her employment with the state, Dana 
worked at the county level in a secure juvenile facility and as a juvenile probation officer. Her experience 
providing direct services to youth includes community supervision, cognitive-behavioral treatment, 
community-based group facilitation, and youth program development and implementation. Currently, 
Dana compiles and disseminates data related to youth in the Minnesota juvenile justice system for 
federal reports, legislative initiatives and public consumption. Areas of professional interest include 
addressing the overrepresentation of youth of color in the juvenile justice system and best-practices in 
serving justice system involved youth. Dana possesses a Bachelor of Arts in Criminal Justice, Political 
Science, and Social Science from the University of St. Thomas (1997), and a Master of Social Work in 
Community Practice from the University of Minnesota (2007).    

Peter Jannett is a researcher with the Minnesota Judicial Branch, a position he has held since 2012. 
Peter has worked as a research assistant in the Minnesota House of Representatives Research 
Department, and as a research analyst in the Minnesota Department of Revenue. Peter graduated from 
the Humphrey School of Public Affairs in 2012 with a master’s degree in public policy. 

Eric Janus is President and Dean of William Mitchell College of Law, where he has taught law since 1984. 
Professor Janus' scholarly focus has been on the interaction of law with psychiatry and other health 
sciences. Building on his experience as court-appointed counsel in extended constitutional litigation 
challenging Minnesota's Sexually Dangerous Person Law, he has focused on the boundaries of the state's 
ability to use civil commitment to protect public safety. His writing has focused on the effectiveness of 
risk assessment, the place of danger assessment in society, and the public policy implications of the 
current approach to dealing with sexual violence. He has examined other coercive interventions for the 
protection of society such as quarantine and terrorism-related preventive confinement. He has studied 
the impact on prevention of international human rights law. His 2006 book Failure to Protect: America's 
Sexual Predator Laws and the Rise of the Preventive State, addresses the use of sexual violent person 
laws in the United States. He is co-author, together with Robert Prentky and Howard Barbaree, of Sexual 
Predators: Society, Risk and the Law to be published by Routledge in June 2015. He served on the 
Minnesota Sex Offender Civil Commitment Advisory Task Force in 2012-13. 
 

Kristi Jarvis began pursuing her education in Forensic Nursing/Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner in 2009 
when she took the SANE-A course. She went on to get her Bachelor of Science in Criminology & Criminal 
Justice from Portland State University in 2011, completed a Certificate of Forensic Nursing at University 
of California-Riverside in June 2013, and further completed training as a SANE in pediatrics. In 2011, 
Kristi joined the SANE team at Regions Hospital in St. Paul, MN, and in December 2013 she also joined 



the SANE team at Hennepin County Medical Center (HCMC) in Minneapolis, MN. She is also actively 
involved locally. She is a member of the Minnesota Human Trafficking Task Force and currently works in 
the Sexual Assault Resource Service office at HCMC with the day-to-day operations. 

Russ Jude has been in Law Enforcement for almost 13 years, all of which have been with the Mille Lacs 
Tribal Police Dept. Russ was promoted to Investigator in July 2007, has been assigned to two Task 
Forces, and is currently on the East Central Violent Offender Task Force. Russ received the United States 
Attorney's Office, District of MN, Justice Award for his role as a case agent in the Native Mob RICO 
investigation. 

Gary Kalstabakken is a Product Manager at the MN Bureau of Criminal Apprehension – MN Justice 
Information Services. As a Product Manager, he serves as a liaison between the BCA and criminal justice 
agencies to promote awareness and understanding of MNJIS products and services that deliver criminal 
justice information to the agencies. He advocates for changes that will improve the manner that 
information is provided to agencies.  Gary’s prior experience includes 30 years in law enforcement, 
including 14.5 years as the chief of police in Rosemount, MN. He is a graduate of St. Cloud State 
University and the FBI’s National Academy.  

Safia Khan has been involved in the global women's rights movement for the last ten years. Currently, 
she is a Program Manager, specializing in Criminal Justice System Advocacy, for the MN Coalition for 
Battered Women. Safia coordinates the Minnesota Statewide Criminal Justice Collaborative. She leads 
MCBW's statewide criminal justice projects, and is in charge of the Coalition's Technology Safety 
initiatives, as well as the Femicide Report and research. Safia provides in depth technical assistance and 
trainings to the Coalition’s member programs, law enforcement, prosecution, judicial officers, CCR 
teams, and others on a variety of topics surrounding intimate partner violence. Safia is part of MCBW’s 
firearms monitoring team. 

Sarah King is the Volunteer Coordinator for the Minnesota Circles of Support and Accountability 
(MnCoSA) program within the Victim Assistance/Restorative Justice Unit at the Minnesota Department 
of Corrections (DOC). Sarah co-chairs the DOC’s Volunteer Coordinator Committee and also serves as a 
board member for the Minnesota Sex Offender Reentry Project (MNSORP) and the Minnesota 
Fellowship of Reconciliation (MN FOR).  

Suzanne Koepplinger, MA is the director of the Catalyst Initiative at the George Family Foundation. She 
served for ten years as the executive director of the Minnesota Indian Women’s Resource Center, where 
she led the first research, community response, and program implementation in the country to address 
sex trafficking of American Indian women and girls. She holds a Master’s degree in the Art of Leadership 
from Augsburg College in Minneapolis, and is one of 15 national leaders chosen for the NoVo 
Foundation’s first Move to End Violence cohort. Suzanne has extensive international experience as a 
trainer and public speaker.  

Karen Kugler is a prosecuting attorney with the Ramsey County Attorney’s Office. She is currently 
assigned to the Joint Special Victims Unit, a specialty assignment focusing on the prosecution of high 
risk/high lethality domestic violence, sex trafficking and sexual assault cases. Ms. Kugler has successfully 
prosecuted many high profile crimes, including State v. Otis Washington and State v. Antonio 
Washington, sex trafficking cases which resulted in Minnesota’s highest sex trafficking sentences at 40 
and 36 years, respectively, and the joint sex trafficking cases of State v. Johnathan Edwards and State v. 
Kauser Yusuf, cases upon which this presentation is based.  



Sgt. Sean Lohse-Johnson is a 23 year veteran of law enforcement. He is currently assigned as an 
investigator and supervisor in the Human Trafficking Unit for the Saint Paul Police Department. Sgt. 
Johnson has successfully investigated numerous Human Trafficking cases, many involving juvenile 
victims. He has had them charged by the Ramsey County Attorney’s Office as well the Federal US 
Attorney’s Office. Sgt. Johnson was the lead investigator in trial of State v. Edwards and Yusuf, which 
was successfully prosecuted by Asst. Ramsey County Attorney Karen Kugler. 

Connie Nelson Connie is a survivor of a 30-year domestic and sexually violent relationship. She has 
written an account of her life while in that relationship and along with author Darrel Day has published a 
book entitled: Stolen Years A True Story of Domestic Abuse and Survival. She has been a DV/SA advocate 
for the past fourteen years in Todd and Douglas County Minnesota. 

Dr. Lauren Martin is the Director of Research at the University of Minnesota’s Urban Research 
Outreach-Engagement Center (UROC) and a lecturer at the Humphrey School of Public Affairs. An 
Anthropologist by training, she has been conducting community-based and action research on sex 
trading and trafficking and parenting in poverty since 2004. She is the author of numerous community 
and scholarly publications, including, Early Intervention to Avoid Sex Trading and Trafficking of 
Minnesota’s Female Youth: A Benefit-cost Analysis with Dr. Richard Lotspeich. She has also helped to 
found and develop programs and prevention efforts. 

Lora Matz, MS., LICSW, has over thirty years of experience as a psychotherapist and educator, 
specializing in work with trauma survivors. She currently works for Prairie Care as Clinical Education 
Specialist, and is a senior faculty member with the Center for Mind-Body Medicine in Washington D.C. 
 Lora co-led a team providing healing to children following the I-35W bridge collapse in 2007. Pre and 
Post testing showed a reduction in symptoms of acute trauma as well as the prevention of PTSD in 90% 
of the children. She has a passion in bringing evidence-based integrative practices to the field of mental 
health.  
 

Kris Miner has a Master’s degree in Counseling. She graduated from South Dakota State University, her 
bachelor’s degree in Mass Communication and her Master’s Degree in Counseling. Her professional 
work experience includes in-home family therapist, social worker, juvenile justice and child protection 
supervisor. Kris has been an advocate of family engagement models and includes strengths based and 
positive psychology trends in her Restorative Justice Work. Kris is an engaging speaker and trainer; she 
has presented at state and national conferences and trained across the United States. She has been 
blogging on Restorative Justice since 2008, her site Circle-space has been visited over 200,000 times. Kris 
has been quoted in Glamour magazine on websites and authored an article for the American Humane 
Association Journal Protecting Children. 

Dr. Monson is an educational psychologist and the Domestic Violence Program Coordinator and 
Advocate at Phyllis Wheatley Community Center. Dr. Monson has published several articles on the 
nature of assessing individual and organizational professionalism. Her current research focuses on 
measuring strengths-based outcomes for patients or clients such as resilience, hope, mindfulness, and 
moral identity development in community corrections education. Dr. Monson’s most recent publication 
in the Mayo Clinic Proceedings focused on how organizations that develop client-centered practices, 
trust, and inclusion can improve outcomes to clients (i.e., safety, well-being of victims and increased 
independence) and reduced costs associated with repeat offenders. 



Rebekah Moses has been active in human rights movements for over a decade. She has experience in 
the performing arts for social justice, critical race, class, and gender approaches to political science, 
languages, housing, public benefits, domestic and sexual violence advocacy, and immigrants’ rights. 
Since 2012, Rebekah has been the Program Manager specializing in Policy at MCBW. Rebekah has been 
involved in the policy discussion surrounding the Minnesota firearms legislation and is part of MCBW’s 
firearms monitoring team.  Prior to joining MCBW, Rebekah worked at the Kansas Coalition Against 
Sexual and Domestic Violence. 

Sheila Nesbitt is coalition coordinator for Partnership for Change and has responsibility for projects 
including Place of Last Drink (POLD), Retail Alcohol Vendor Education and Enforcement (RAVE), and 
Source Investigations. She came to North Memorial after ten years with the Minnesota Institute of 
Public Health where she worked with coalitions throughout Minnesota around issues of underage 
drinking and alcohol policy. She was the project director for the Enforcing Underage Drinking Laws 
project. Sheila has also worked for the National Crime Prevention Council in Washington, DC. 

Caroline Palmer is the staff attorney for the Minnesota Coalition Against Sexual Assault, serving as the 
legal resource to sexual assault victim service programs across Minnesota. She develops new policy 
initiatives, conducts policy research and analyses, assists lobbyists with legislative changes, organizes 
and leads trainings, and develops technical assistance materials for use by attorneys, advocates, 
legislators, and the general public. Ms. Palmer has written amicus briefs to the appellate courts. Prior to 
joining MNCASA, she worked as the Pro Bono Development Director at the Minnesota State Bar 
Association, as Executive Director of Legal CORPS, and as a staff attorney for the Minnesota AIDS 
project. She has a BA from Barnard College and a JD from Hamline University School of Law, where she 
currently serves as an adjunct professor. She was a 2009-10 Policy Fellow at the Center for Study of 
Politics and Governance at the University of Minnesota’s Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs.  
 

Patina Park is Cheyenne River Sioux and an adult-adoptee. She is Executive Director at the Minnesota 
Indian Women's Resource Center, a 30 year old nonprofit dedicated to providing culturally-appropriate 
holistic programming to heal, preserve, and strengthen Native American women and their families. Ms. 
Park has enjoyed working throughout Indian Country and with state and county government agencies 
nation-wide, training on topics including: working with Native Communities; historical trauma; and 
poverty and the impact on families. Ms. Park is co-author of Best Outcomes for Indian Children, Child 
Welfare Volume 91(3) (2012) and currently teaches Federal Indian Law at Hamline University.  

Alex Peterson began working as a sexual assault advocate in 2009 while studying Gender, Women’s, & 
Sexuality Studies at Grinnell College. Taking a leadership role, Alex helped the college shift sexual assault 
programming from a focus on victim responsibility to broader cultural changes and individuals’ 
responsibility to not perpetrate. In 2011, Alex began working with teenagers with developmental 
disabilities, including both victims and perpetrators, and became acutely aware of challenges they 
encounter with sexuality and relationships. Alex recently started at Victim Services and is elated to 
develop an expansive primary prevention of sexual violence program for youth with developmental 
disabilities. 

Jillian Peterson is an assistant professor of law enforcement and criminal justice at Metropolitan State 
University. She has a doctorate degree in forensic psychology and law from the University of California, 
Irvine. Dr. Peterson has worked as an investigator on death penalty cases in New York City, as a trial 
consultant, and as a forensic psychology trainer. She has published articles related to risk assessment, 
reentry programming, and the relationship between mental illness and crime. 



Dr. Alexandra (Sandi) Pierce, an applied sociologist, is founder/President of Othayonih Research, an 
independent research and evaluation firm. Her work focuses on exposing and addressing domestic sex 
trafficking. She is of Onondowagah (Seneca) and European descent and is an active member of a 
national coalition of domestic sex trafficking survivor-leaders. Dr. Pierce is research and program 
evaluation consultant for the Minnesota Indian Women’s Resource Center, the National Indigenous 
Women’s Resource Center and more. She regularly presents findings and is the author of many reports 
and publications, including Shattered Hearts, the first research report ever published on the commercial 
sexual exploitation of American Indian women and girls. 

Cynthia Prosek is the Executive Director of Restorative Justice Community Action. Cynthia Continues to 
directly manage the Youth Conference Program and works collaboratively with six other youth serving 
restorative justice organizations to provide services to Hennepin County. She trains RJ facilitation and 
has over 15 years of experience as a trained RJ facilitator.  

Kevin Randolph is an Investigator with the University of Minnesota Police Department. He has a BS in 
Environmental Science and an MS in Environmental Health from the University of Minnesota. He has 
been a police officer for 13 years, and a Police Investigator for 5 years. His current area of assignment is 
Housing Related Crimes and Sex Crimes. He has received training in Computer and Internet-Related 
Crime Investigation, Missing and Exploited Children Investigation, Forensic Trauma Experiential 
Interviewing and is a current board member of the Minnesota Sex Crimes Investigators Association 
(MnSCIA) and Hennepin County Sexual Assault Multi Agency Response Team. 

Ruth Richardson is the Director of Programs for the Minnesota Organization on Fetal Alcohol Syndrome. 
She received her JD from William Mitchell College of Law and is an adjunct faculty member with 
Metropolitan State University. 

Nancy Riestenberg is the Restorative Practices Specialist for the School Safety Technical Assistance 
Center at the Minnesota Department of Education. She provides technical assistance on bullying 
prevention and intervention, school connectedness, school climate, cultural relevance in prevention 
education, crisis prevention and recovery, and restorative measures. She has also provided technical 
assistance in restoring the learning environment to the Minnesota school districts that experienced 
school shooting incidents. She is the author of Circle in the Square: Building Community and Repairing 
Harm in Schools. 

Stephanie Ritenour has 10+ years of supervisory, care coordination and direct care experience in mental 
health and advocacy programs serving deaf and hard of hearing persons. She has worked in a range of 
settings including drop-in centers, group homes and assisted living facilities and community outreach. 
She also freelances writing projects with an emphasis on Deaf-friendly social media and web content. 
Stephanie holds a bachelor’s degree from the University of Minnesota, specifically an intercollegiate 
thematic degree studying addiction and complementary alternative healing methods such as 
meditation, yoga and horticulture therapy. 

Linda Roberts is a business license manager with over 15 years’ experience in licensing businesses of all 
types for the City of Minneapolis. She is a member of the Minneapolis Coordinating committee to 
Prevent Juvenile Sex Trafficking. She has been assigned to manage the enforcement activities at Adult 
Entertainment venues and was responsible for implementing the city’s new code for licensing new 
massage establishments.  

Lauren Ryan J.D. is the Statewide Director of Safe Harbor/No Wrong Door program at the Minnesota 
Department of Health. She is responsible for the coordination, implementation, oversight and 



evaluation of Minnesota’s Safe Harbor/ No Wrong Door model, which ensures sexually exploited youth 
are treated as victims rather than criminals and have access to trauma-informed, victim-centered and 
culturally and age appropriate services. Lauren graduated from William Mitchell College of Law in 2008 
and prior to accepting this position, she was a program manager at the International Institute of 
Minnesota, providing direct services to foreign born survivors of sex and labor trafficking.  

Melissa Saterbak has been an Assistant Mille Lacs County Attorney for the past 8 years. She has 
personally tried over 50 jury trial cases and is a state leader in the prosecution of child and sexual abuse. 
Melissa was awarded the Minnesota County Attorney’s Association Professional Achievement Award in 
2013 for her work in child abuse prosecution in Mille Lacs County.   

Paula Schaefer is a consultant for the child welfare and juvenile justice systems providing technical 
assistance to state, county and private agencies on implementing a female and culturally responsive, 
trauma-informed and restorative continuum of services for girls. She has been a consultant for the 
Federal Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention and the National Institute of Corrections. 
Paula is the former director of the Planning for Female Offenders Unit, of the MN Department of 
Corrections. Prior to this, Paula was the Program Coordinator for St. Croix Girls Camp, a 50 bed private 
correctional facility for court-ordered adolescent girls.  

Paul Schnell is the Chief of Police for the Maplewood, MN Police Department. Previously, he was the 
Chief in Hastings, Minnesota. Before being appointed Hastings Chief of Police, he served as Public 
Information Officer and Spokesperson for the Saint Paul Police Department. In addition to four years as 
the department’s spokesperson, Mr. Schnell held numerous other assignments during his time with the 
Saint Paul Police Department, including sex crimes and child abuse investigator. He also served as a 
Carver County Deputy Sheriff for nearly eight years, with assignments that included patrol officer, 
investigator, community policing coordinator, school resource officer, and grant coordinator. He is an 
adjunct faculty member at both the University of Saint Thomas and Metropolitan State University in 
Saint Paul, teaching courses in criminal justice ethics, restorative justice, victimology, and violence 
prevention. Mr. Schnell holds a Bachelor of Social Work degree from the University of Saint Thomas and 
a Master of Arts in Organizational Development and Leadership from Saint Catherine University, both 
located in Saint Paul, Minnesota.  
 

Raj Sethuraju is an assistant professor of law enforcement and criminal justice at Metropolitan State 
University. His area of specialty is diversity and community engagement. Dr. Sethuraju has been the lead 
organizer of the community forum program on Metro State’s campus this year.  

Sam Simmons is a Licensed Alcohol and Drug Counselor who has over 25-year experience as a 
behavioral consultant. He specializes in practical culturally sensitive trauma informed work with African 
American males and their families. He is currently SAFE Families Manager at The Family Partnership 
managing the federally funded Be More Project to engage African American young men and boys to stop 
violence against women and girls. Sam was awarded the 2009 Governor’s Council on Faith and 
Community Service Initiatives Best Practices Award for his work with MN Department of Veterans 
Outreach Services, prison reentry and in the African American community.  
 

Grant Snyder is a Minneapolis Police Sergeant, detective and lead investigator on sex trafficking cases. 
He is also a nationally known trainer and presenter for law enforcement and others on subjects to 



include advanced sex trafficking investigation, undercover operations, the use of technology in 
investigation, effective collaboration and working with high risk populations in a public safety context.  

Jason Sole has been an instructor in the School of Law Enforcement & Criminal Justice at Metropolitan 
State University in the Twin Cities for more than five years. He has been a keynote speaker and trainer 
on gang-related issues at Sam Houston State University, Minnesota State University, Penn State 
University, and University of Minnesota, among other venues. Through his firm, Jason Sole Consulting 
LLC, he offers juvenile and criminal justice agencies the tools they need to influence people affected by 
delinquency, incarceration, poverty, and other social ills.  
 
Quisha Stewart is The Link’s Safe Harbor Division Director and oversees The Link’s West Metro Regional 
Navigator, Passageways Emergency Shelter and Housing Program, Mental Health Program and the After 
Care & Outreach Program all of which are in partnership with the state of Minnesota’s Safe Harbor Law 
and No Wrong Door Response. Stewart has over ten years of experience working with at-risk, runaway 
and sexually exploited youth through youth emergency shelter and Guardian Ad Litem (GAL) programs. 
She has a law degree from William Mitchell Law School. 

Pheng Thao is a community organizer and mental health practitioner. He has had the opportunity to 
consult and train several local, national, and international organizations that work towards ending 
domestic violence and sexual assault. Pheng currently works at The Link providing mental health support 
to sexually exploited youth; he provides therapy support to transgender folks in private practice. Lastly, 
he co-coordinates a Hmong men’s program called Txivneej Yawg. 

Traci Thomas-Card is the Prevention Program Coordinator for The Aurora Center for Advocacy & 
Education and Boynton Health Service at the University of MN-Twin Cities. She began her work in sexual 
violence prevention in 2004, and is responsible for education and outreach to the campus community 
on bystander intervention, consent, and general issues surrounding sexual assault, relationship violence 
and stalking prevention. Traci is certified as a Title IX Investigator. She earned her BA in Comprehensive 
English Literature and her MA in English from the University of WI-Eau Claire (UWEC), and is currently 
pursuing her Ed. D. in Higher Education through the department of Organizational Leadership, Policy, 
and Development at the University of Minnesota. Her current research interests include the LGBTQ 
college student population, intersectionality, student development, and violence prevention. 

Sergeant Patrick Toohey joined the Brooklyn Center, MN, Police Department in 2002. Sgt. Toohey 
oversees the Street Crimes Unit, which is a proactive unit addressing identified problem areas and 
violent offenders in addition to addressing concerns in the commercial area of the city. He has primary 
responsibility for alcohol enforcement and maintaining relationships with alcohol retailers in the city 
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