
Violent Crime Coordinating Council 
Public Forum 
November 10, 2011 
Little Earth Learning Center-Minneapolis 
 
Minutes 
 

 Introduction by Mike Goldstein and Chief Dolan 
 

 Presentation by Julie Barrows, Ph.D., U of M 
o Re-evaluating Minnesota’s Gang Classification System 

 

 Presentation by Wade Setter 
o MN Gang Pointer File 

 

 Public Discussion  
 Community Member #1  
 Gang Point criteria – concerned member who meets some of the criteria already  
 Native American community is small so many are related to gang members 

 A lot of the criteria may apply to all members of the Native American 
community, many of whom are not involved in a gang 

 The relation criteria is especially unfair – we should not label all our children as 
gang members 

 Clothing – specifically objebwe words on t-shirts 
 Question: 

 Do you notify the parents/guardians when a child is classified as a gang 
members 

 Suggestions for the criteria – just seeing someone with a gang member is over-
reaching 

 She is concerned about the following criteria: 
o Name on a gang hit list 
o Writing to a gang member 
o Using gang-related hand signs 

 Feels strongly that self admission is a very good indicator 
 Parental notification –recognized as a good point that the council may look into 
 Best way to notify the parents/grandparents – letter from the chief of police 
 Picture with gang member by itself is too much – a picture flashing  

o Ms. Levy-Pounds  
 Report by CJP is not being provided to the community 
 Would like to see reports by more than just the government and government 

agencies 
 It is important to remember there are two sides to every story – there needs to 

a balance  
 Need to keep in mind civil rights and civil liberties 
 Concern of harassment of children of color if they are a suspected gang member 

and the other consequences as a result of the harassment 
  



 
o Community member 2 

 Concerns about graffiti – how is that relevant 

 Response:  graffiti is a lot different now 

 In the past it marked territories for certain groups and gangs however 
this is much different now 

o Julie Barrows Response to Community member 1 
 Self-admission 

 Concern of putting too much weight in self admission is that a 
“WannaBe” gang member says it just for the sake of sounding cool – 
making it a standalone criteria might be a little too much 

 Family notification 

 Great idea, would support it – but there is some hesitation to putting 
out that individual’s name back out into the community – because it 
might have adverse affects to that individual in the community 

o Community member1 response 
 Passionately opposed to any hesitation on notification of parents 
 Contacting the parents is the strongest way to involve the community in the 

problem 
 By contacting the parents, it gives an opportunity for the parent to respond to 

the “gang” label to the police right away 
 Would like an notification as soon as the individual meets ONE criteria 
 Our children are worth the paperwork – with each point criteria there should be 

notification to the parents – and an opportunity to talk to the police about why 
the child is labeled a gang member 

o Community member 3 
 What is the law enforcement doing to counteract the flow of gang members 

from one area to another area 

 Response:  that is why the gang criteria was created 
 Community member works in the community center and if they knew there the 

stats about the gang members coming into the community – then the 
community can step in and try to protect the youth from the gangs 

o Community member 4 
 Are the budget cuts causing the efforts to go down  

 Response:   this will be affected by the budget cuts on drug and gang 
tasks, there is less funding.  It will not get easier in terms of resources in 
the next year or two. 

o Community member 1 
 What works northside will not work southside 
 What works for African American community will not works for Hispanics 
 Wanted to make sure there was representation for each community of color 

o Community member 4 
 Wanted the group to really focus on how to improve the 10 point gang criteria 
 Would like to see more diversity given when starting the presentation – he 

thought the feeling of the presentation was “we have the best system in the 
state - - now comment on that, community” 
 



o Barrows response 
 The big changes need to come in on the implementation level – would like to 

see more efforts in outreach 
o Levy-Pounds response 

 Criteria enforces guilty by association (confusing social ties as gang ties) 
o Community member 5 

 The impacts of social media on this  
o It is very important to look at who is qualified to label people as gang members 
o Carla 

 Language differences – wanted to point out that a lot of times there are cultural 
and spiritual signals that may get identified as gang symbols but may also have a 
lot of spiritual connotations to it 

 Possibly need to research symbols more 
o Response 

 Symbols are researched and gang symbols are differentiated from others at 
times by having the gang name or initials in it, for example. 

 
 
 
 
 


