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Violent Crime Coordinating Council (VCCC) 4/13/16 Meeting Minutes 

Members present:  Nate Petterson (for Andrew Luger) David Voigt; John Gross; Richard 
Dusterhoft; Bill Martinez and Matt Toupal (for Thomas Smith); Bruce Folkens (for Janee 
Harteau); Mike Goldstein; Andy Bohlen; Pete Dietzman (for Rich Stanek); Ryan O’Neill (for Matt 
Bostrom); Kelly Lake (for Brent Lindgren); Jared Rosati; Don Rothstein (for Cari Gerlicher); 
Hector Garcia; Steven Day and Drew Evans. 

DPS Staff: Raeone Magnuson, Brian Marquart, Kristin Lail and Scott Wasserman. 

Guests:  Rich Moldenhauer, DHS; John Wisniewski, MN National Guard; Kent Bailey, DEA; and 
Glenn Langenburg, BCA. 

Meeting materials: 

 VCCC 4/13/16 meeting agenda 

 2/10/16 draft meeting minutes 

 4/13/16 Statewide Commander Report 

 3/28/16 federal forfeiture letter 

 Minnesota’s VCETs Powerpoint presentation 

 April 2016 Minneapolis/St. Paul Drug Trends Report 

 Microcrystal testing Powerpoint presentation 

 2017 VCET RFP, eligibility criteria and certification 

Location: Minnesota Department of Corrections, Itasca Conference Room. 

Welcome and Introductions: The meeting was convened at 10:07 by Chair Goldstein. 

M/S/P (Dietzman/Garcia) to approve meeting minutes from 2/10/16. 

M/S/P (Day/Bohlen) to approve the 4/13/16 meeting agenda. 

Statewide Gang and Drug Commander Update 

Brian Marquart provided a brief update on training and technical assistance activities, then 
presented on 2015 VCET drug trends.  This is the data that he is regularly asked to present to 
various groups and is also included in the semi-annual drug trends report, which is included in 
meeting packets. Chair Goldstein noted that the amount of work and volume of seizures has 
increased, while funding remains constant.  Marquart noted that cost of doing business, like 
liability insurance, has increased significantly for VCETs.  He also noted that changes in 
sentencing guidelines would result in greater confidential funds expenditures. Narcotics 
transportation routes into Minnesota and Latino community engagement were also discussed, 
including St. Paul outreach through the Mexican Consulate. 

Chair Goldstein noted that the Minnesota Sentencing Guidelines revisions to controlled 
substance offenses passed in December, which will begin in August unless there is legislative 
intervention.  The Minnesota County Attorney’s Association is now working with the legislature 
on a bill that would increase some amounts and reduce some sentences, while establishing 
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aggravating factors for enhancement.  Marquart noted law enforcement concerns about trace 
thresholds for heroin, cocaine and meth.  All are in agreement that low level drug offenders 
could be diverted to drug court and other community programs. 

Standing Committee Updates 

Community Engagement Subcommittee 

Hector Garcia and Steven Day reported on the community roundtable presentation at the VCET 
Commanders Training.  Chair Goldstein agreed that communication is important and that the 
police chiefs, sheriffs and prosecutors on VCET advisory boards should be the focus of 
continued conversations. Steven Day also suggested that tribal law enforcement be included in 
discussions. 

Data Committee 

Drew Evans also commented on the drug sentencing bill, noting that the BCA submitted a fiscal 
note related to increased drug testing expenses, marijuana plant counting and trace evidence.  
Cari Gerlicher noted that the prison overcrowding task force also influenced the drug 
sentencing proposal. Evans reported that the BCA has received some inquiries about the Gang 
Pointer File, which are referred to MNJIS rather than the Fusion Center.  They are also following 
the discussion on law enforcement body cameras.  Brian Marquart noted that two VCETs have 
requested a separate ORI number from the home agency, which can be linked through an RMS 
system. 

Governance Subcommittee 

Brian Marquart reported the Governance Committee would be meeting in May to develop a 
request for additional state funding in 2018, using recent data trends and data on operational 
expenses.  The availability of funds for the 2017 VCET RFP remain constant at about $4.2 
million. 

Professional Standards Subcommittee 

Brian Marquart reported on letters that were sent from the VCCC committee to two task forces 
with repeated findings of derivations from the Guidelines Manual.  He has conducted visits to 
both to verify implementation of corrective actions.  Continued non-compliance could be 
grounds for termination of VCET funding.  All members were asked to look over the Guidelines 
Manual and recommend changes.  

The VCCC took a break for lunch and reconvened for a BCA lab presentation. 

Bureau of Criminal Apprehension Lab Update 

Forensic Scientist Glenn Langenburg reported on the pilot of microcrystal testing in Hennepin 
County, with plans to extend statewide.  Use of this new technology will ease drug testing 
backlogs and reduce turnaround time for narcotics cases.  Results have been used for charging 
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and they are watching for any potential legal challenges. The development and validation 
testing of this new process has been through accredited lab methods. 

Grant Administration Update 

Kristin Lail provided an overview of the 2017 VCET Request for Proposals plan, highlighting the 
statutory certification requirements and eligibility criteria.  While VCET priorities and funding 
considerations remain constant there is a proposed change in the eligibility criteria, requiring 
two or more counties in geographic areas with a population of less than 100,000.  The 
Statewide Coordinator has met with the VCETs that would be impacted by this change.  There 
was a discussion about the viability of 1-county VCETs with strong municipal and federal 
partners.  Members reiterated the purpose of funding to support a regional model of 
multijurisdictional collaboration, noting that multi-county partnerships will stretch limited 
funding to serve more of the state.  OJP will be drafting the full RFP in June for distribution in 
July. 

The VCCC meeting was adjourned at 1:10 p.m.  

The next regular VCCC meeting will be held on Wednesday June 8, 2016 at the Minnesota 
Bureau of Criminal Apprehension. 

 


