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Intersection of Domestic Violence and Homelessness:  An Interdisciplinary Lens 
Panel Presentation/Discussion 

 
Roynisha Townsend, Women's Advocates | Raelene Caswell, Standpoint MN | Ann McFarland, JD, Standpoint MN 
 
 
ABOUT THE PRESENTERS: 

 
Roynisha Townsend  
Nisha Townsend is the Housing and Aftercare Advocate at Women’s Advocates. Before working at 
Women’s Advocates Nisha was a Tenant Navigator at Guild Incorporated and has experience with the 
homeless, chemically dependent and mentality incompetent population. Nisha brings a wealth of 
knowledge, patience and understanding to women and their situation along with a compassionate and 
warm presence. 
  

Raelene Caswell 
Raelene (she/her) began her work as an advocate in 2009. Her work in domestic and sexual violence has              
focused on crisis intervention, case management, shelter work, hospital-based advocacy, program 
development, and the wellness and resiliency of advocates in the field. Raelene has provided housing 
assistance and systems navigation within the Coordinated Entry system, rental assistance, and building 
relationships with landlords. She graduated from Gustavus Adolphus College, majoring in Gender, Women, 
and Sexuality Studies and History, and holds a Master's in Advocacy and Political Leadership from 
Metropolitan State University. 

 
Ann McFarland, JD 
Ann joined Standpoint in March 2020. She is a graduate of Mitchell Hamline School of Law and has 
focused her legal work on housing law (landlord/tenant law). As a housing attorney for Standpoint, Ann 
provides legal advice and consultation on legal issues affecting victims of domestic and sexual violence. 
Ann received her Juris Doctor from Mitchell Hamline School of Law in 2017 and her Bachelor of Arts 
degree from Metropolitan State University in 2011. She is a volunteer crisis counselor for Ramsey County       
Sexual Offense Services and volunteers at the CLUES legal clinic. 

 

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER 
 
 
FOR QUESTIONS: 
Joann M. Jones, Conference Director 
Office of Justice Programs, 445 Minnesota Street, Suite 2300, St. Paul, MN 55101  
joann.jones@state.mn.us 
 
A certificate of attendance is available upon completion of the post-webinar evaluation |Contact 
conference director for interpretation/closed captioning services 
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