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This Letter Is For You! 
 

  
We want to provide topics that are 
informative and useful to you.  We are 
asking for your help in improving the 
newsletter. 
 
Do you have topics you want covered in 
your newsletter? Do you have ideas or 
suggestions on how to improve the 
newsletter? 
 
Please e-mail suggestions, requests and 
comments to Esther at 
cpsassociates.delacruz@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 
CPS “STAR” AWARD 

 
 

Don’t wait until the last minute- nominate a 
“STAR” today. Nominations can be 
submitted all year long. If you know 
someone who should be recognized for 
their work as a Practitioner, Technician or 
Instructor, please go to the TZD website and 
nominate that person today! 
 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

  
• September 13- 19, 2015 

CPS Week 
• September 19, 2015 

Car Seat Saturday 
• October 29 -30, 2015 

TZD Conference 
St Cloud, MN 
Register here 
http://www.minnesotatzd.org/even
ts/conference/2015/.   

 
CPS Advisory Board 

 
 

VISION: The elimination of childhood injury 
and death related to improper use or non-use 
of child passenger safety restraints. 

MISSION: To provide guidance to the 
Minnesota Department of Safety/Office of 
Traffic Safety regarding the safe 
transportation of children and to act as a 
liaison between CPS technicians, CPS 
instructors and the Minnesota Office of Traffic 
Safety. 

VALUES: Children are the future. 
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CPS in the News  
       

http://www.brainerddispatch.com/news/
3714898-aitkin-family-injured-wisconsin-
crash 
 

 

Rochelle TrueBlood, 44, Aitkin, and her three children 
were injured in a crash in Wisconsin.  

4/3/15 – An Aitkin woman faces improper 
child restraint charges after she and her 
three children were injured in a rollover 
crash Thursday in Wisconsin. 

Rochelle Trueblood, 44, Aitkin, was driving 
her 1999 Dodge minivan eastbound on U.S. 
Highway 8 at 4:23 p.m. in Rusk County near 
Bruce, Wis., when she lost control, 
according to the Wisconsin State Patrol. 

Two of her children - a 15-year-old daughter 
and a 3-month-old daughter - were ejected 
from the vehicle after it rolled multiple 
times, according to the report. A third child, 
her 4-year-old son, was not ejected, but 

was not restrained with a child safety or 
booster seat. Instead, he was restrained in a 
rear-position seat belt. The 3-month-old 
baby was restrained in a rear-position car 
seat. 

Initial traffic charges against Trueblood 
include improper restraint of a child and 
failure to maintain control. 

According to the report, Trueblood's vehicle 
drifted onto the south shoulder of the road 
and when she attempted to steer back onto 
the roadway, she lost control and the van 
rolled multiple times. The van came to rest 
upside down on the highway. It is unknown 
why Trueblood initially drifted off the 
roadway. 

All four were transported from the scene by 
ambulance to Rusk County Memorial 
Hospital in Ladysmith. Subsequently, the 
15-year-old and 3-month old were 
transported by helicopter to Regions 
Hospital in St. Paul, where they have since 
been treated and released. 

Information on the conditions of Trueblood 
and her 4-year-old son was unavailable due 
to hospital refusal to release a condition 
report. 

The crash remains under investigation by 
the Wisconsin State Patrol. 

Assisting agencies included Rusk County 
Sheriff's Department, Bruce Fire 

Department, Bruce Ambulance, 
Bruce/Weyerhaeuser First Responders, 
Ladysmith Ambulance, Sheldon Ambulance, 
LMC Ambulance, LifeLink helicopter and 
North Memorial Air Care helicopter. 

REMINDERS 
 

CPS National Recertification 
Information 

 

 
 
Safe Kids & Heather Darby, State CPS 
Coordinator send recertification reminders 
to you.  
 
But it is your responsibility to make sure 
that your contact information is accurate 
to receive the reminders. 
 
In addition, there are constant reminders in 
the monthly e-newsletter, the CPS Express! 
Please be sure cps.certification@safekids.org 
is an approved sender. 

CPS Recertification is every 2 years. 
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Don’t wait for the last minute to get your 5 
seats checked, 6 CEU’s completed and 
participation in one community event. 

It is beneficial for you to participate in as 
many car seat clinics as you can.  You may 
not get signed off on all your seats at one 
clinic.  

The more car seats you work with, the more 
confident you become in your ability to help 
families. There are opportunities for you to 
get your seats checked.   

Look for car seat clinic opportunities on: 
www.buckleupkids.mn.gov 
                    

Looking for CEU opportunities? 
 

Check these out: 
1. www.safekidswebinars.org 
Examples  
- Technician Guide to Recalls 
- Transportation of children in vehicles 

other than cars  
2. www.CPSBoard.org 
Examples  
- Fact or Fiction 
- Boosters and Airbags 
3. www.buckleupnc.org/training/index.cf

m 
Examples 
 -       Latch & Tether 
 -       School Bus update 
 

Other Web Resources 
 

www.dps.state.mn.us/ots 
www.carseat.org 
www.nhtsa.dot.gov 
www.seatcheck.org 
www.safekids.org 
www.safe-a-rooni.org 
www.chop.edu/carseat 
www.aap.org/healthtopics/carseatsafety 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL
I_frr7WUMSe2WCnVpep-qHA0VjSV5Isa 
http://cert.safekids.org/resources-
faqs/cps-express 
https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/ots/cps-
partners/Pages/default.aspx 
 

 
Car Seat Clinics 

 
Several car seat clinics have been scheduled 
for 2015. 
Don’t wait to get your seat checks done for 
recertification.  Watch for e-mails from 
Heather Darby requesting volunteers for 
scheduled car seat clinics or check on 
www.buckleupkids.mn.gov. 
 

 
 
 

Technician Proxies 

 

Proxies are an effective, under-used option 
to provide reviews and seat sign offs for 
certification.   

A Technician Proxy is a Certified Technician 
or Instructor Candidate who successfully 
applies to provide seat check reviews and 
sign offs for recertification. They must 
adhere to the rigorous standards in place 
for seat checks reviews in terms of seat 
check feedback on communication and 
technical skill. This is not associated in any 
way with being a Senior Checker. It is simply 
a way to fill a need in areas with few 
Certified Instructors.  

A Technician must be certified for at least 6 
months before they can apply to be a 
Technician Proxy. They should have 
superior CPS technical and communication 
skills. These take time to develop. 6 months 
is the minimum, but will likely be longer 
before they are ready to consider being a 
Proxy.  

More information can be found at 
http://cert.safekids.org/resources-
faqs/faqs/becoming-instructor-or-
technician-proxy.  
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Advisory Board Transition 

 
 

This month we are welcoming two new 
members to the State CPS Advisory Board! 
We welcome Dex Tuttle, the Injury 
Prevention Program Coordinator from 
Children’s Hospitals and Clinics of 
Minnesota, as well as Josh Duda, a flight 
paramedic from North Memorial Air Care in 
Brainerd.  

With that said, we would like to thank Todd 
Emanuel for his service to Minnesota 
through his time on the CPS Advisory Board. 
Through promotion, he has moved on to 
new adventures. Thank you Todd! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CPS ADVISORY BOARD 

 

 
Heather Darby 
State Coordinator 

 
Jennifer Booge 
Mahube Community Council Inc. 

 
Esther G. DeLaCruz 
Child Passenger Safety Assoc. Inc. 
 
Jennifer Hoff 
Essentia Health System 
 
Nichole Korth 
New Hope Police Department 
 
Jill Luehmann 
Sartell Police Department 
 
LeeAnn Mortensen 
North Memorial Health Care 
 
Kevin O’Neill 
Lakeville Police Department 
 
Nicole Reno 
Moorhead Police Department 
 
Tammy Seifert 
Sherburne County Health & Human Services 
 
Diana Van Wormer 
Regions Hospital 
 
Dex Tuttle 
Children’s Hospitals and Clinics of Minnesota 
 
Josh Duda 
North Memorial Air Care 
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