Letter to the Editor — From Child Passenger Safety Technicians 
CPS Week & New Booster Seat Law
Send this letter to your local newspaper during or prior to the launch of Child Passenger Safety Week, September 18–24.
Dear Editor:

As a child passenger safety technician, I meet with [YOUR AREA] parents to make sure their car seats are properly secured. I’m glad they come see me, because many moms and dads are making mistakes and putting their children at risk.

National Child Passenger Safety week is September 18–24, and it serves as an ideal time for parents to take a look in the backseat and check those car seats. 
· Is the restraint secured tight enough and not shift more than one inch side-to-side or out from the seat? 
· Is the harness on the child tight enough, so you can’t pinch the harness material? 
· Is the retainer clip at armpit level? 
· Most importantly, is your child in the right car seat?

Remember, children progress through different seats as they grow — rear-facing infant seat, forward-facing toddler seats, booster seat and seat belt. Minnesota law requires the use of booster seats for children. Kids should ride in a booster starting when they are at least 40 pounds until they are 8 years of age or 4 feet 9 inches tall. Boosters lift a child up to help a seat belt fit properly. It is recommended that you keep a child in a booster based on their height, rather than their age. 

I encourage every parent, grandparent and caregiver to learn how to safely secure their loved ones by visiting buckleupkids.mn.gov and always set a good example for their little ones by buckling up. 
Sincerely,

[YOUR NAME AND TITLE]
