25 Targeted Counties for Enhanced DWI Patrols 
Sample Questions and Backgrounder for Media Interviews
Sample questions

· What can [YOUR COUNTY] motorists expect to see on the roads over the [YEAR/SPECIFIC DATES]?

· How big of an issue is drunk driving on state roads?

· Why enhanced DWI patrols in [YOUR COUNTY]?

· What are the penalties for DWI?

· What can people do to avoid a DWI?

Main messages
[YOUR COUNTY] is among the state’s deadliest and dangerous for drunk driving. To fight drunk driving, law enforcement agencies will increase DWI patrols throughout the year.

Plan now for a safe and sober ride to avoid the consequences. 

Background 
Extra DWI enforcement efforts will continue throughout 2015 in the state’s 25 counties that had the most combined total of drunk-driving related deaths and serious, life-altering injuries — these include [YOUR COUNTY], [IF IN TWIN CITIES: as well as the entire Twin Cities area.]
DWI comes with serious penalties: Consequences for a DWI include loss of license for up to a year, significant fees, legal costs and heightened insurance rates, and possible jail time. 
And, all repeat offenders arrested — and first-time offenders arrested with an alcohol concentration of 0.16 and above — must use ignition interlock for at least a year or face at least one year without driving privileges. Interlock requires the driver to provide a breath sample under 0.02 for the vehicle to start. Offenders with three or more offenses are required to use interlock for three to six years, or they will never regain driving privileges.
Each year, drunk driving crashes account for 25 percent of all traffic deaths in Minnesota – in the last three years, drunk driving caused 310 deaths.

Each year, around 28,000 are arrested for DWI. One in seven Minnesota motorists has a DWI on record.
