25 Targeted Counties for Enhanced DWI Patrols 
Background and Talking Points
Background

The extra DWI enforcement program is a federally funded impaired driving enforcement campaign. The crackdowns combine resources of state, county and city law enforcement agencies to arrest impaired drivers. The counties are determined by their combined number of drunk driving deaths and alcohol-related serious injuries during 2010-2012.
DWI enforcement efforts will target counties with the highest combined number of drunk driving deaths and alcohol-related serious injuries: Aitkin, Anoka, Becker, Beltrami, Blue Earth, Carver, Cass, Crow Wing, Dakota, Hennepin, Itasca, Meeker, Mille Lacs, Morrison, Olmsted, Otter Tail, Pine, Ramsey, Rice, St. Louis, Scott, Sherburne, Stearns, Washington and Wright. 
During 2010–2012, there were 203 drunk driving traffic deaths in these counties, accounting for 60 percent of the state’s alcohol-related deaths. Law enforcement agencies in these counties will increase DWI patrols in 2013.  

During 2008-2012 in Minnesota, drunk driving crashes resulted in 585 deaths, while annually around 28,000-plus motorists are arrested for DWI. The biggest offenders are young adult males.

Drunk driving deaths have dropped 44 percent from a decade ago. Much of this credit goes to enhanced enforcement and education efforts. Still, drunk driving deaths account for approximately 30 percent of all traffic deaths each year in Minnesota.
A DWI offense can result in loss of license for up to a year, thousands in costs and possible jail time.

Repeat DWI offenders, as well as first-time offenders arrested at 0.16 and above alcohol-concentration level, must use ignition interlock in order to regain legal driving privileges, or face at least one year without a driver’s license. Offenders with three or more offenses are required to use interlock for three to six years, or they will never regain driving privileges. Interlock requires the driver to provide a breath sample under 0.02 for the vehicle to start.

Each year in Minnesota, 40 percent of DWI arrests involve repeat offenders.

Talking Points
Note: Remember, avoid using the old “NightCAP” brand. Stress is there is extra/enhance/increased DWI enforcement and motorists need to have a plan before they party for a safe and sober ride home.
Impaired driving is still a serious threat on [YOUR COUNTY] roads, and to combat this deadly behavior, [YOUR AGENCY] will increase DWI patrols throughout 2013 to stop impaired driving and these preventable deaths and injuries.

Each year in Minnesota, drunk driving crashes account for 30 percent of the state’s total deaths, and 28,000 motorists are arrested for DWI. One in seven Minnesota drivers has a DWI on record. 
Drunk driving will continue to be a serious issue until everyone starts making safe, smart decisions to plan for a sober ride. And safety begins with you. It’s your responsibility to ensure you are not putting yourself or anyone else at risk. 

Have a plan — if you plan on partying, have a plan for a safe ride. Don’t risk it.

A DWI is a serious crime with serious consequences  —  loss of license for up to a year, increased fees, heightened insurance rates, and possible jail time. 
…And now, ignition interlock is another consequence — Stronger DWI sanctions are in effect for all repeat DWI offenders, as well as for motorists arrested for a first-time DWI with a 0.16 and above alcohol-concentration level. 
Under these sanctions, DWI offenders must use ignition interlock for at least a year or face at least one year without driving privileges. Offenders with three or more offenses are required to use interlock for three to six years, or they will never regain driving privileges. Interlock requires the driver to provide a breath sample under 0.02 for the vehicle to start.

We know there are plenty of people who have driven impaired, maybe many times, and have not been caught — yet. To them, the message is simple: all it takes is one time — one arrest, one crash — to turn your life upside down and ruin the lives of innocent others. 

Minnesota law enforcement is adept at impaired driving enforcement. But officers can’t stop impaired driving alone. Everyone has a role to keep our roads safe — and that means never getting behind the wheel impaired. Always plan for a ride before you party, and make sure your friends don’t take the risk.

High-Visibility Enforcement Message

These campaigns employ saturated patrols along a select corridor, electronic signage and officer gear. The intent of high-visibility enforcement is to generate motorist and community awareness that enforcement is out in force, and as a result, encourage motorists make safe plans to avoid driving impaired.
PAGE  
1

