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HEADLINE OPTIONS

— [YOUR COUNTY] CONDUCTING DWI CRACKDOWN [THIS WEEKEND/SPECIFIC DATE]
— [YOUR COUNTY] OFFICERS MOBILIZE FOR EXTRA DWI ENFORCEMENT [THIS WEEKEND/SPECIFIC DATE]
— 

ST. PAUL — [YOUR COUNTY] officers will increase DWI patrols [THIS WEEKEND/SPECIFIC DATE] to combat drunk driving. [YOUR COUNTY] is among the Minnesota’s top 25 counties with the highest number of combined drunk-driving related traffic deaths and alcohol-related serious injuries. 

In [YOUR COUNTY], 2011–2013, drunk driving crashes accounted for ## deaths and ## serious injuries. During this same period, #### motorists were arrested for DWI. In Minnesota during this period, 310 people were killed in drunk driving crashes. Each year in the state, around 28,000 people are arrested for DWI.

Extra DWI patrols will saturate [YOUR COUNTY] roads throughout September 2015. The DWI crackdown program combines city, county and state law enforcement agencies to saturate specific roadways where impaired driving is likely. Since enhanced DWI patrols began in October 2014, [YOUR COUNTY] agencies have arrested [#] impaired drivers. The extra DWI patrols are over and above ongoing, regular traffic enforcement.
QUOTE OPTIONS

— “DWI enforcement is a necessary component in preventing impaired driving,” says [SPOKESPERSON]. “Extra patrols will continue to ensure roads are safe— and those that make unsafe decisions are taken off the road.” 
 —“DWI patrols will be on the road, so don’t risk drinking and driving,” says [SPOKESPERSON]. “Now is the time to plan for your safe and sober ride.”

— “A DWI comes with serious consequences, but these can easily be avoided by planning ahead for a sober ride.”
— “Our focus is to prevent drunk driving activity through high-visibility DWI enforcement and we call on citizens to do their part to make safe, smart decisions and avoid the risk.”
Participating Agencies

The increased DWI patrols include participation from many local law enforcement agencies:

LIST

Tips to Prevent Drunk Driving

· Plan for a safe ride — designate a sober driver, use a cab/public transportation, or stay at the location of the celebration. Let family/friends know you are available to offer a safe ride home.

· Buckle up and wear protective motorcycle gear — the best defenses against a drunk driver.

· Report drunk driving — call 911 when witnessing impaired driving behavior. Be prepared to provide location, license plate number and observed dangerous behavior.

The Consequences of a DWI

A DWI offense can result in loss of license for up to a year, thousands in costs and possible jail time.
Repeat DWI offenders, as well as first-time offenders arrested at 0.16 and above alcohol-concentration level, must use ignition interlock in order to regain legal driving privileges, or face at least one year without a driver’s license. Offenders with three or more offenses are required to use interlock for three to six years, or they will never regain driving privileges.

Each year in Minnesota, 40 percent of the DWI arrests involve repeat offenders.
Enhanced DWI enforcement and education efforts are funded by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration and coordinated by the Minnesota Department of Public Safety Office of Traffic Safety. The DWI patrols are a component of the state’s core traffic safety initiative, Toward Zero Deaths (TZD). A primary vision of the TZD program is to create a safe driving culture in Minnesota in which motorists support a goal of zero road fatalities by practicing and promoting safe and smart driving behavior. TZD focuses on the application of four strategic areas to reduce crashes — education, enforcement, engineering and emergency trauma response. 
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