DWI News Conference Talking Points — Enforcement

Hello, I am [NAME, TITLE, AGENCY].
The law enforcement agencies represented here today are dedicated and committed to taking impaired drivers off [YOUR AREA] roads. 
Last year/Over the last three years], our agencies have combined to make [INSERT NUMBER] DWI arrests.

The purpose behind increased DWI patrols is obvious. Each year, drunk driving accounts for one-third of the state’s traffic deaths. More than 100 people are killed in these crashes. [INSERT LOCAL DEATH STATS]
These are sad, tragic and preventable deaths. And the fact is, if you’re driving drunk, it’s much better news if you’re stopped and arrested for DWI than causing a preventable tragedy.

But make no mistake that you’ll suffer some serious consequences for that arrest. 

A DWI can cost you up to $20,000 in towing charges, heightened insurance costs and legal fees, loss of license, and you might do jail time. 
Those repeat DWI offenders, and first timers arrested at 0.16 or higher, will also need to use ignition interlock to regain legal driving privileges — or face at least a year with no license.

The bottom line is simple — if you plan on drinking, plan ahead for a sober ride to get you home safely….
We will also be enforcing seat belt use during this campaign. 
The primary seat belt law means everybody needs to be buckled up, even in the back. Law enforcement can stop a vehicle if anyone in the vehicle is not belted, including passengers.

Our agencies are poised and ready to take impaired drivers off the roads during this statewide DWI enforcement effort. 
Local agencies are working together in our efforts to enforce the law and keep [YOUR AREA] motorists safe. 
Our goal is not to arrest you. Our goal and hope is that you understand that extra patrols are on the roads and now is the time you plan ahead to avoid getting behind the wheel after drinking. And get in the habit of doing so every night out.

We ask for your help in making [YOUR AREA] roads safer by planning ahead for a sober ride home. 
Thank you. 
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