DWI News Conference Talking Points — General

Hello, I am [NAME, TITLE, AGENCY].

Thank you for joining us today as our law enforcement agency(ies) prepare to conduct a statewide campaign to take impaired drivers off [YOUR AREA]’s roads. Extra DWI enforcement begins [DATES].
Now is the time to make sure you don’t make the decision to get behind the wheel after drinking too much.

I would like to introduce the agencies that are represented today [IDENTIFY AGENCIES AND THEIR REPRESENTATIVES] who are here in a show of support and commitment to keeping [YOUR AREA] motorists safe during this period by taking impaired drivers off our roads.
Much progress has been made in reducing the number of drunk driving deaths in Minnesota. Deaths have dropped 40 percent in the last decade.

A major factor for this success is extra DWI enforcement as well as educational efforts. These enhanced enforcement efforts allow state, county, and city agencies to combine resources, work together, and attack impaired driving with a united front.

And while the drop in deaths is positive news, drunk driving remains an top public safety threat, accounting for more than 100 deaths annually while 30,000 motorists are arrested for DWI each year.
Underscoring the prevalence of the issue — more than one-half million Minnesotans — one in seven with a driving record — have a DWI; about 300,000 have at least two or more DWIs.
· Here in [YOUR AREA] in [YEAR], [INSERT NUMBER] people died in drunk driving crashes. These unnecessary and preventable deaths cost our county(ies) [INSERT AMOUNT]. 

· Also in [YOUR AREA], [INSERT NUMBER] motorists were arrested for DWI.
· [IF YOUR COUNTY(IES) HAD ZERO OR VERY FEW DRUNK DRIVING DEATHS, CITE THIS PARAGRAPH]: [NAME OF COUNTY(IES)] had [no or few vehicle] motorist deaths [DURING YEARS] that were due to alcohol — something we are very proud of. We need to continue recognize the importance driving sober to avoid potential tragedies that could be waiting around the corner.

Seat belt enforcement goes hand-in-hand with DWI patrols, and with the primary seat belt law, officers will use their ability to stop a motorist for a seat belt violation to their advantage in their effort to take impaired drivers off the roads, so buckle up. This law is especially meaningful as a vast majority of drinking drivers killed in crashes are also not belted.
Remember, everyone plays a role in public safety, especially on our roads. When you get behind the wheel, make sure you are not putting yourself or anyone else at risk — and if you have been drinking, make sure you have a plan for a sober ride home.
Thank you.
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