Op-Ed Letter: From a Captain, Chief or Sheriff

Complete and send to your local paper.

[DATE]

[EDITOR’S NAME]

[PUBLICATION NAME]

[ADDRESS]

[CITY, STATE ZIP]

Dear Editor: 

What a year it’s been since last March when COVID-19 turned our lives upside down in Minnesota. It’s been devastating, exhausting and hard to feel any sense of normalcy. 
It’s easy to get distracted as our minds race with all kinds of thoughts during this time. Focusing can be a challenge, and that’s normal, but it becomes a problem when you’re behind the wheel. Distracted driving is a killer and leaves people with serious injuries that tragically affect their day-to-day living.
The results can be horrific when you’re driving and lost in thought, playing with the car stereo touch screen or holding your phone to glance at a text even though we’re a hands-free cell phone state. More than 39,000 crashes were distracted driving-related from 2016-2020, contributing to one in nine crashes in Minnesota. Last year, preliminary figures show distracted driving contributed to 2,612 injuries and 29 deaths. 
That’s why [INSERT YOUR AGENCY NAME] is participating in an extra distracted driving enforcement and awareness campaign coordinated by the Minnesota Department of Public Safety Office of Traffic Safety. The campaign is running through April 30. 
Driving smart and focusing 100 percent of your attention on the road can help avoid tragedy for everyone sharing the road. Before heading out, do what you can to eliminate distractions. 
· Set your music.

· Put your phone out of reach or go hands free.

· Set directions on your GPS device or phone.

If you’re a passenger, speak up to stop a driver from distracted actions. And even if you are outside of the vehicle, when you call someone on their cell, ask them if they are driving. If they are, ask them to call you back when it’s safe.

Together, we can make our roads safe. Visit DriveSmartMN.org to learn more, and let’s make 2021 a year to remember in a good way by getting home safely at the end of the day.
Sincerely,
[NAME AND RANK]

