Click It or Ticket Interview Talking Points

Keep sound-bites/messages local to your area. Cite recent traffic crashes in which someone was injured or killed due to seat belt non-use. Promote the primary seat belt law. Use the fact sheets included in the media packet. Target radio stations that deliver the main target (youth/young males) — rock/country/pop music formats. 
· Minnesota law enforcement agencies will increase seat belt patrols in May. Bottom line: click it or ticket. A seat belt ticket can cost more than $100 with court and administrative fees [OR INSERT LOCAL FEES].

· Minnesota has a primary seat belt law that requires drivers and all passengers, even in the back, to be buckled up. Law enforcement can ticket anyone in a vehicle that is not belted.

· We don’t want to write tickets — we ask that you enforce the law in your vehicle. Insist that everyone buckles up. Use your voice and speak up every time you ride with friends.

· A seat belt is the best defense on roads full of uncertainties: including speeding, distracted and impaired drivers. You may be a safe driver — but is the driver next to you? Buckle up and protect yourself.
· Let’s debunk a myth that wearing a seat belt only hurts those that don’t buckle up. Often during a crash, unbelted occupants will slam into, injure and sometimes even cause death to the other passengers. That means buckle up every seat, every time — it’s the law. 

· Also, unbelted motorists killed and injured cost Minnesotans hundreds of millions of dollars over the years. That means everyone is paying for those unbuckled persons killed or injured in a crash.

· Teens and young adults are the group that most often rides unbelted. As a result, these groups are most often killed in crashes. Last spring in Minnesota, we suffered a rash of unbelted teens in a series of deadly crashes.
· Another at-risk group is young adult, male pick-up truck drivers. Your truck may be tough, but you still have to buckle up.

· There are four things that are likely to save your life while operating a vehicle on Minnesota roads: buckle up, driver sober, pay attention, and drive at safe speeds.
· Belt use during daytime is at a record-high 92 percent. Still, about one-half of vehicle occupants killed are unbuckled.
