Click It or Ticket
News Conference Talking Points — “General Belt Message”
These talking points provide a basic overview of the enforcement campaign.
Hello, I’m [NAME, TITLE AND AGENCY].

Thank you for joining us. [Today/This week] we are launching a “Click It or Ticket” seat belt enforcement effort. 

The reason is simple: we’d rather meet you on the shoulder of the road now than down the road at a violent crash scene later.

Starting [today/date] and running through [date], law enforcement agencies statewide will conduct an enhanced seat belt enforcement effort. 
Impacting this campaign is the state’s primary seat belt law.
The primary law means drivers and all passengers must be buckled up — even those in the back seat. And, children must be in the correct child passenger safety restraint. Law enforcement will stop and ticket anyone in a vehicle that is not belted, including unbelted passengers.
In [YOUR CITY/COUNTY], there will be a strong presence of law enforcement agencies participating in the campaign: [LIST AGENCIES].
These [deputies/officers/troopers] are here today because they are dedicated to preserving life on Minnesota roads. 
We believe in this effort because we know traffic safety is a vital element of public safety. Too many times, we have seen the violent results of crashes when the motorists involved chose not to buckle up.

 [TELL PERSONAL STORY OF A CRASH YOU WORKED IN WHICH A PERSON WAS NOT BELTED].

Often tragic stories like this happen at night.  In fact, more than 60 percent of motorists killed between 9 p.m. and 3 a.m. were not wearing seat belts. This is significant and we plan to combat this issue with special nighttime belt patrols.
Enforcing seat belt use is necessary to save lives. And even though seat belt use continues to climb in Minnesota, each year in Minnesota, more than half of the vehicle occupants killed in crashes are not buckled up. 
In [YOUR CITY/COUNTY], over the last three years, there were [INSERT NUMBER] traffic deaths and of those [INSERT NUMBER] motorists were not buckled up. Another [INSERT NUMBER] unbelted motorists were seriously injured. 
These preventable deaths and injuries cost our communities greatly in medical assistance, emergency response costs and increased insurance premiums. When someone is killed or injured in a crash and was not belted, that incident costs everyone.

More critical is the fact that unbelted motorists injured in crashes have double the costs of medical bills than those who were belted. Translation: you’re going to be in the hospital a lot longer with injuries much more severe than you would have had if you had only buckled up.
A common myth about seat belt use is that you’re not doing anyone else any harm by not buckling up. This is not true. In the event of a crash, unbelted motorists often slam into their passengers, causing serious injury and even death. Every Minnesotan pays for the costs of these crashes.
The [deputies/officers/troopers] here call on all [YOUR CITY/COUNTY] motorists to do their part in preventing these unnecessary tragedies — speak up. When you ride with other passengers, make sure everyone buckles up, every seat, every time — it’s the law. Take the initiative to make sure the people you are riding with are safe. 
But enough with the bad, there is good news. You can avoid a ticket — and a crash — if you simply buckle up, drive at safe speeds, pay attention and of course, drive sober. Help us drive Minnesota toward zero deaths.

We wish you all safe travels and remember, buckle up — Click It or Ticket. Extra seat belt patrols are on [YOUR AREA] roads now.
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