Letter to the Editor 
[DATE]

[EDITOR’S NAME]

[PUBLICATION NAME]

[ADDRESS]

[CITY, STATE ZIP]

Dear Editor:

In my [#] years as an [OFFICER/ DEPUTY/TROOPER] with [YOUR AGENCY], I’ve had to knock on too many doors to tell someone their loved one wouldn’t be coming home. For all of us in law enforcement, it’s the hardest part of the job. In 2015, Minnesota law enforcement officers made 91 such notifications after a traffic crash, all because a person chose not to wear their seat belt. 

For us, it’s not about writing tickets or pulling drivers over to make their day worse. It’s about educating the public on just how important it is to wear a seat belt. 
Coming to a scene where a person has been ejected from a vehicle is a horrible thing to see. Crashes are violent and the results of those crashes are even worse when someone is not wearing their belt. 

In contrast, I’ve come upon many scenes where I thought “no way did the person survive this crash,” only to find the motorist walking away from without a scratch, all because they chose to buckle up. 

More often than not, we are seeing motorists buckling up, but we need your help. Join us in helping save lives on Minnesota roads by deciding not to start your engine until everyone is buckled up. Parents, set good examples for your children by always wearing your seat belt and remember, while you may be a safe driver, there’s always someone making poor choices behind the wheel. Your seat belt is the first line of defense in a crash and can save your life. 
Sincerely,

[NAME/Title]
