Letter to the Editor 
[DATE]

[EDITOR’S NAME]

[PUBLICATION NAME]

[ADDRESS]

[CITY, STATE ZIP]

Dear Editor:

In my [#] years as an [OFFICER/ DEPUTY/TROOPER] with [YOUR AGENCY], I’ve been to many crashes where I’ve witnessed lifeless victims in the ditch or people partially ejected through a window. I know these images are graphic, but traffic crashes are not pretty.

Every time I come upon these scenes, I think to myself, “Why didn’t they buckle up?”  
I can tell you I’ve seen people who chose to wear their seat belt walk away from a crash with no or minimal injuries. For those who choose not to wear their seat belt, they may not be so fortunate. 
To me it’s a simple choice, a choice you not only make for yourself but for your loved ones as well. That is why I’m not afraid to pull someone over for not buckling up. Each time I meet an unbelted motorist, I educate them on why it’s so important to wear their seat belt. My hope is that I can educate each motorist with whom I come in contact, help change their behavior, and prevent unnecessary injuries and deaths. 

Before you start driving, buckle up and refuse to drive until everyone in your car is belted. You may be the best driver on the road, but you cannot control how other drivers behave. 
You are just a click away from living another day.
Sincerely,

[NAME/Title]
