Letter to the Editor 
[DATE]

[EDITOR’S NAME]

[PUBLICATION NAME]

[ADDRESS]

[CITY, STATE ZIP]

Dear Editor:

In my [#] years as an [OFFICER/ DEPUTY/TROOPER] with [YOUR AGENCY], I’ve enforced seat belt use and educated motorists about its life-saving importance. While I’ve issued many citations, writing tickets is not my goal. My hope is that I can educate each motorist with whom I come in contact, help change their behavior, and prevent unnecessary injuries and deaths. 

Minnesota has a primary seat belt law, which means drivers and all passengers must be buckled up or in the correct child restraint at all times. Law enforcement can stop motorists or passengers for belt violations. This law has saved lives and has helped Minnesota reach a seat belt compliance rate of 94 percent. 
While most people are buckling up, we’re still seeing horrible consequences for Minnesotans who decide not to “click it” before they drive. Preliminary numbers show that half of those killed in car crashes so far this year were not buckled up. Seat belts are your first line of defense. The chances of surviving a crash if you are ejected from your vehicle are very slim.
Before you start driving, buckle up and refuse to drive until everyone in your car is belted. You may be the best driver on the road, but you cannot control how other drivers behave. You are just a click away from living another day.
Sincerely,

[NAME/Title]
