Click It or Ticket
News Conference Talking Points — “Seat Belt Use in Rural Minnesota” 
Hello, I am [NAME, TITLE, AGENCY.]

Seat belt use in Greater Minnesota and areas such as [YOUR CITY/COUNTY] is a serious problem. In fact, belt use is significantly lower here than in the Twin Cities area.
As a result, more than 70 percent of the state’s fatalities occur on rural roads. This is hard to believe considering more than half the state’s population resides in the Twin Cities’ metro area. 
Greater Minnesota travelers face many challenges. A majority of our corridors are two-lane, undivided roads that have little or no shoulders, and poor sight lines that become very dark at night. 
So, it is important to keep in mind that in addition to reducing speed, paying attention and never driving impaired — wearing your seat belt is your best defense to prevent injury or death — and it is the law.
Most Minnesotans do buckle up. This law was put into effect to really impact motorists in Greater Minnesota — especially young males, especially pick-up truck drivers. They have the lowest belt use rate. 

Here’s a fact: If you are in a rollover crash in a pick-up — and you’re not belted — it is almost certain you will be ejected from the truck and killed. We often come across a scene where the motorist is half-ejected and the vehicle had rolled over and crushed them.  
Sadly, you may recall the series of deadly crashes that occurred in Minnesota last year, claiming the lives of many unbelted teen and young adults.

Step one to preventing these tragedies like these is to simply buckle up.  Step two is [deputies/officers/troopers] ticketing unbelted motorists — because we’d rather meet you on the shoulder of the road now then down the road at a violent crash scene later.

We’re asking you to be our partners in creating safer Minnesota roads.  Help us drive Minnesota toward zero traffic deaths.

Please buckle up — and be sure to speak up and tell your passengers to buckle up, too. 
 Buckle up — Click It or Ticket. Extra seat belt patrols are on the roads now.
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