Click It or Ticket
News Conference Talking Points — From TZD Safe Roads Representative
Hello, I’m [NAME, TITLE AND TZD SAFE ROAD].

I represent the [NAME OF COALITION] — a local organization dedicated to reducing traffic crash deaths and injuries.  
[DESCRIBE WHAT YOU DO IN THE COMMUNITY]. 
We are proud partners of [LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES].

While the Click It or Ticket campaign runs [DATES], it is important to know that motorists must buckle up all the time, every day, every ride.

And here’s why:

A seat belt is your best defense in a vehicle, especially on Minnesota roads plagued with distracted, speeding and impaired drivers. 
You may think you are a great driver — we all do — but what about the driver behind you, next to you, or in the oncoming traffic lane?

In a crash, odds are six-times greater for injury if a motorist is not buckled up. 

The violence that occurs when an unbelted motorist is involved in a crash is horrifying:

An unbelted motorist can crash into a windshield and slam into and injure other passengers and get tossed around the inside of a vehicle. 
Often, an unbelted motorist is ejected from the vehicle and killed. Then, the vehicle rolls over them. Even in less violent crashes, the damage is done: teeth cracked out on the steering wheel, or noses broken are typical.
Seat belts restrain motorists in the vehicle’s designed protective space, giving them room to live in the event of a crash.

The tragedies that occur as a result of unbelted motorists are simply preventable. These deaths and injuries can be avoided.

The good news is a vast majority of Minnesotans buckle up, and as a result, traffic deaths are declining. But still far too many neglect to fasten their belts — and about half of our vehicle occupant deaths each year are unbelted passengers.  

Minnesota needs all motorists to embrace seat belt use to stop the carnage on our roads. Law enforcement cannot do it alone. We call on you to insist your passengers are buckled up — don’t drive until they are.

Help us drive Minnesota toward zero deaths. Buckle up.
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