Teen Underage Drinking Talking Points

General Talking Points

Traffic crashes are the leading cause of death for teens. While final exams are important, don’t forget that you’re tested everyday on the road — so you have to be focused while driving.
The main reasons for teen traffic deaths: inexperience, distractions (cell phones, teen passengers), risk taking such as speeding, and seat belt non-use.

During prom season and end of the school year, alcohol is also a factor.

Prom and graduation are exciting times of the year for teens — but those celebration or carefree mindsets can’t get behind the wheel.

If you are driving or a passenger, be sure to speak up to stop unsafe behaviors:

· Tell everyone to buckle up.

· Put away your cell phone — have a passenger serve as a designated texter or caller.

· Have a passenger handle the radio/music.

· If someone is being rowdy, tell them to calm down.

· If the driver is driving at unsafe speeds, tell them to slow down. 
Remember, it is illegal to use cell phones during first year of licensure, and illegal to text behind the wheel.

Underage Drinking Talking Points

Drinking and driving is still a huge problem on state roads — more than 140 killed in 2009.

There are serious penalties for drinking and driving. If you’re caught with any amount of alcohol will lose their license from 30 to 180 days, and face up to a $700 fine and 90 days in jail. This is the state’s “Not a Drop” law.
Minors will lose their license until age 18 if they are arrested for DWI or involved in an impaired driving crash or crime. 

Trying to purchase alcohol with a fake ID can result in a loss of driving privileges for at least 90 days.
