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Key Messages

1) Lack of seat belt use is a contributing factor in about half of all Minnesota fatalities. (2014 – preliminary stats)
· In a three year period (2012 – 2014), only 52 percent of the 823 people killed in motor vehicle crashes were belted.

· Belt use is much lower at night. In 2013, only 37 percent of motorists killed between 9 p.m. – 3 a.m. were known to be belted.

· In 2014, 78 percent of the unbelted deaths occurred in Greater Minnesota. 
2) Seat belts save lives and prevent life-altering injuries.
· In a crash, odds are four-times greater for injury if a motorist is not buckled up. 
· Seat belts keep motorists in the vehicle’s designed protective space, giving them “room to live” in the event of a crash.
· An unbelted motorist can: 
· Crash into a windshield.
· Slam into and injure other passengers.
· Can be ejected from the vehicle.
3) The law requires all drivers and all passengers to be buckled up.

· Law enforcement can stop and ticket unbelted drivers and passengers. 
· Wear your belt correctly: Belts should be tight and across the waist. Belts should never be tucked under the arm or behind the back.
· All children under age 8 must ride in a federally approved car seat or booster seat, unless the child is 4’9” or taller.
Background Information
General Campaign Information

Focus on local information about the dangers of not wearing seat belts, including examples of local tragedies where a motorist was not belted. Emphasize that not wearing your seat belt endangers not only those unbelted, but also others in the vehicle. 
· Minnesota law enforcement agencies will conduct extra seat belt patrols May 18 – 31.
· #SpeakUpMN: Encourage community members to play a role in keeping each other safe. NHTSA reports that when asked to do so, 9 out of 10 people will fasten their seat belt. 

· Minnesota has a primary seat belt law requiring all motorists to buckle up. Law enforcement can ticket anyone in a vehicle that is not belted. 

· Even if you think you are a good driver, seat belts protect you from unsafe drivers and road hazards.

· Teens and young adults are the ones that most often ride unbelted. As a result, they are most often killed in crashes.

· Young adult, male pick-up drivers are another at-risk group that often chooses not to buckle up.

· There are four things that are likely to save your life while operating a vehicle: Buckle up, drive sober, pay attention and drive at safe speeds. 
Seat Belts — Best Choice to Stay Safe (2014 – preliminary stats)
· Almost one-fifth of the 278 motor vehicle occupants killed in 2014 in Minnesota were ejected or partially ejected. 

· Ninety percent of the ejected fatalities were unbelted.

· Airbags are not a replacement for seat belts in preventing injuries. 

· In 2014 in Minnesota, airbags deployed a reported 16,624 times when the occupant was also buckled up. Fifty-five percent of these cases resulted in no apparent injury. 

· That compares to 34 percent in the 767 cases where airbags deployed and occupants were not wearing seat belts.

Seat Belt Use Reaches Record High for Males

· Overall seat belt compliance is about 95 percent for front seat occupants, and while the rate is lower for males, an increasing percentage of them are buckling up. 
· The June 2014 observational seat belt survey showed a record high 92.8 percent of male front seat occupants wore their seat belts. This is the fourth year in a row that the rate was above 90 percent:

· 90.4 percent in 2011

· 91.9 percent in 2012

· 92.6 percent in 2013

· 92.8 percent in 2014

Child Passenger Safety Use Facts

· Minnesota children are dying and getting injured because they’re not properly secured in the vehicle. Minnesota crash statistics from 2009 – 2013 revealed:

· Ten children ages 4 – 7 were killed and only three of them were properly restrained. 

· Fifty-one percent (1,044 children) of the 2,058 injured children ages 4 - 7 were properly restrained.

· Of the 54 children ages 0 – 7 that were seriously injured, only 33 percent were properly secured.

Child Booster Seat Use on the Rise

· The rate of properly secured children in booster seats in Minnesota is improving. The 2014 Child Passenger Restraint Survey revealed that 72.9 percent of children were correctly secured in a booster seat compared to 64.1 percent in 2011. Other statistics from the survey show:

· 20.3 percent were incorrectly restrained (28.8 percent in 2011).

· 6.8 percent were not restrained (7.1 percent in 2011).
Keep Kids Safe and Be a Role Model – Buckle Up

· According to the 2014 observational booster seat survey, if drivers were wearing their seat belts, chances were higher that children also were properly secured. The rate of buckled children in this category climbed from 2011. 
· If drivers were unbelted, the percentage of properly secured children in booster seats was much lower.

	
	Percentage of Children Properly Restrained

	Seat Belt Status
	2011 Study
	2014 Study

	Belted Driver
	67.1 percent 
	74.3 percent 

	Unbelted Driver
	27.2 percent 
	29.7 percent 


· Drivers of all ages in Minnesota increasingly understand the importance of child restraints for their youngest passengers. The 2014 survey discovered a growing number of drivers are properly using booster seats with children in their vehicles.

	
	Percentage of Children Properly Restrained

	Age of Driver
	2011 Study
	2014 Study

	16 - 29
	50.9 percent 
	70.8 percent 

	30 - 59
	67.2 percent 
	73.4 percent 

	60+
	63.8 percent 
	71.8 percent 


Minnesota Child Car Seat Law and Steps

· In Minnesota, children under age 8 must be in a child restraint, unless the child is 4 feet 9 inches or taller, whichever comes first.

· Rear-facing infant seats - Newborns to at least 1 year and 20 pounds; recommended up to age 2. It is safest to keep a child rear-facing as long as possible.

· Forward-facing toddler seats - Age 2 until around age 4. It's preferable to keep children in a harnessed restraint as long as possible.

· Booster seats - Use after outgrowing a forward-facing harnessed restraint; safest to remain in a booster until 4 feet 9 inches tall, or at least age 8, whichever comes first.

· Seat belts - Use when children can sit with their back against the seat and have their knees bent comfortably over the vehicle seat edge with feet touching the floor.
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