Distracted Driving High School PA Announcements
Provide to local high schools to be read during daily PA announcements.
Morning Announcement

Seventeen year old DJ Logan was in high school, just like you, when she decided to send a text message while driving home from school. It was her last text message she would send. The Minnesota senior at Byron High School would die from the injuries she sustained after smashing into the back of a school bus. Texting and driving is a real danger and it can change lives and families forever. 
Speak up, put the phone down, [NAME OF SCHOOL OR MASCOT]!
Background

Select from the following to use as slides or content for in-school TV monitors, daily bulletins, announcements, etc.
Speak Up, Stop the Distractions
Whether you are the driver or passenger, take action to stop distraction behind the wheel:
· Cell phones — Put the phone down, turn it off or place it out of reach before getting behind the wheel. 
· Passengers — Speak up to stop your friends from driving distracted and offer to help with anything that takes the driver’s attention off the road – such as answering the phone or reading a text for the driver.
· Music and other controls — Pre-program radio stations and arrange music in an easy-to-access spot. Adjust mirrors and ventilation before traveling.
· Navigation — Map out the destination and program GPS in advance.
· Eating and drinking — Avoid messy foods and secure drinks. 
· Children — When driving with your siblings or other children, talk to them about the importance of good behavior in the car so you can focus on driving. 
Pay Attention  
When driving, focus on the road. Talking on the phone, texting, eating, reading, changing music, and reaching for items are all serious distractions. 
At 55 miles per hour, texting and driving is like traveling the length of a football field without looking up.

Know the Law  
In Minnesota, it is illegal for drivers to read, compose or send texts and emails, and access the web while the vehicle is in motion or a part of traffic. That includes sitting at a stoplight or stop sign. It is also illegal for drivers with a permit or provisional driver’s license to use a cell phone while driving, except for emergencies to call 911. 
