St. Patrick’s DWI Enforcement — Media Sample Questions and Backgrounder 
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Main messages
· More cops on Minnesota roads over St. Patrick’s Day conducting DWI patrols.

· Plan now for a safe and sober ride to avoid a night in jail. 

Statewide on St. Patrick’s Day, Last Five Years:

· 11 traffic deaths and at least two involved a drunk driver — the lower number of drunk driving deaths points to a sign of people making safer, smarter decisions. 
· During that same time period, more than 1,200 drivers were arrested for DWI. 
Sample questions for media
· St. Patrick’s Day is an all-day drinking event for many, what does that mean for the safety of our roads?
· Many listeners probably know someone who has been arrested for DWI. Can you walk us through what happens — paint us picture once you pull someone over?

· Amazingly, one in seven Minnesota drivers has experienced a DWI arrest. What are the penalties you face when you’re busted?

· If you are a driving and see a drunk driver on the road, what can you do?
· What can people do to avoid a DWI?

· Designate O’Driver!

Minnesota Impaired Driving Facts

· Each year, alcohol-related crashes account for one-third of the state’s traffic deaths — in the last five years: 651 drunk driving deaths in Minnesota.
· Alcohol-related fatalities are decreasing — thanks to motorists making safe, smart decisions. Enforcement campaigns are also making an impact.

· Each year, more than 30,000 motorists are arrested for DWI.

· Majority of the offenders are males in their 20s.

· More than one-half million Minnesotans have DWI on record — that’s one in seven drivers.
