St. Patrick’s Day DWI Enforcement Media Talking Points
St. Patrick’s Day Impaired Driving Facts

· St. Patrick’s Day, last five years — 11 traffic deaths and at least two involved a drunk driver — points to a sign of people making safer, smarter decisions. 

· During that same time period, more than 1,200 drivers were arrested for DWI. 

· Each year, alcohol-related crashes account for one-third of the state’s traffic deaths — 651 drunk driving deaths in the last five years.

· Each year, more than 30,000 motorists are arrested for DWI.

· Majority of the offenders are males in their 20s.

· More than one-half million Minnesotans have DWI on record — that’s one in seven drivers.
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Talking Points 

Note: if you are in “13 targeted counties” county, be sure to reference ongoing DWI patrols throughout the year
· Impaired driving is a huge threat on Minnesota roads, and St. Patrick’s Day has the potential to be a deadly period — especially considering that the holiday is on a Sunday, which could mean a full weekend of partying. Extra DWI patrols will be on the roads to stop drunk drivers.

· Before you order that first green beer, order up a plan for a safe and sober ride home. 

· We will be out in force on St. Patrick’s Day to arrest impaired drivers. But law enforcement can’t stop impaired driving alone. Everyone plays a role in keeping our roads safe. Plan ahead for a safe and sober ride home.
· In recent years we’ve seen a positive trend of fewer alcohol-related road deaths and DWIs. This points to more people are making safe, smart decisions. Drinking and driving tragedies and arrests are all preventable. There are plenty of options to avoid getting behind the wheel.
· We know there are plenty of people who have driven impaired and not been caught. All it takes is one time — one arrest, one crash — to turn your life upside down and change or end the lives of innocent others. Don’t risk it.
· A DWI is a serious crime with serious consequences — First-time offenders arrested for DWI could lose their license for up to a year, and face thousands in costs with legal fees and increased insurance, and maybe do jail time. 
· And now, all repeat offenders and first time offenders arrested at twice the legal limit must use ignition interlock or face at least a year without driving privileges.
· Extra DWI patrols will continue throughout 2013 in [YOUR COUNTY/AREA]. Plan now for a safe and sober ride. 
Fun St. Patrick’s Soundbites

· Designate O’Driver.

· A DWI is not “magically delicious.”

· Law enforcement patrols will be thicker than a pint o’ Guinness.

· Nothing goes worse with a green beer than a DWI chaser.
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