Op-Ed Letter: From a Captain, Chief or Sheriff

Complete and send to your local paper.

[DATE]

[EDITOR’S NAME]

[PUBLICATION NAME]

[ADDRESS]

[CITY, STATE ZIP]

Dear Editor: 

The toughest part of our job is knocking on the door of a person living in our community to tell them their loved one is not coming home. What’s even worse is knowing that person’s death could have been prevented if the driver had just lined up a sober ride.

One in four fatal crashes in Minnesota is drunk driving-related. In the last five years, 479 people were killed in drunk driving-related crashes in Minnesota with 88 people losing their lives last year. 
Believe it or not, the days of the year with the highest percentage of traffic deaths caused by drunk driving are the family holidays. It’s not St. Patrick’s Day or New Year’s Eve — it’s Thanksgiving and Christmas. That means people also need to line up sober rides and designated drivers when they visit friends or family for the holidays. 

We’re asking people to refuse to let their friends or family members get behind the wheel after drinking. Speak up and find them a sober ride home. Together, we can save lives. For the safety of every resident in [YOUR COUNTY], do your part to keep our roads safe.
Sincerely,

[NAME AND RANK]

