2014 Holiday DWI Mobilization Media Interview Talking Points

Keep sound-bites/messages local to your area. Cite recent traffic crashes where someone was injured or killed in an alcohol-related crash; clearly communicate DWI arrests. Use the fact sheets included online, but generalize facts — using too many numbers can be difficult to digest for an audience. 
Also direct interview pitches to the media outlets that deliver to the target (specifically young adult males). 
· Drive sober or get pulled over — starting November 26 and running every weekend through December 27, our agency will enhance DWI patrols to take drunk drivers off the road. The campaign is statewide and nationwide. Don’t risk driving drunk.
· Everyone has a role to keep our roads safe — and that means never getting behind the wheel impaired. Always plan for a safe ride home before you party, and make sure your friends don’t risk drinking and driving.
· You can help us fight drunk driving: Plan ahead for a sober ride, offer to pick up a loved one or friend anytime, anywhere, and report suspected drunk drivers by calling 911.

· In the last three years (2011–2013), there were 279 drunk driving-related traffic deaths in Minnesota and 81 people were killed in 2013 alone. It’s a serious issue and everyone needs to be responsible to have a plan to avoid a DWI. 

· Now is a prime time to take drunk drivers off the road. With winter weather here, the holiday season is upon us. There’s an increase in drunk driving, and as a result, drunk driving-related crashes.

· A DWI is a serious crime with serious consequences. It can cost as much as $20,000 when you factor court costs, lawyer fees, insurance and more. You will also lose your license for up to a year, and maybe do jail time.

· Minnesota has tough DWI sanctions, which include the use of ignition interlock. All repeat offenders [arrested at any level], and first-time offenders arrested at 0.16 and above alcohol-concentration level, must use ignition interlock, or face at least one year without a driver’s license. Those with three or more offenses must use interlock for 3-6 years or never regain driving privileges. Interlocks require users to provide a breath sample in order for the vehicle to start. 
· Interlock has many anti-circumvention features — in-car cameras record the tests, rolling re-tests, specific hum/suck patterns. For more, visit MinnesotaIgnitionInterlock.org.
· Interlock is an important tool — provides for sober driving to improve road safety, and it gives DWI offenders a pathway to legal, sober driving.
· These enforcement programs are helping to prevent alcohol-related crashes. Despite success, impaired driving factors in one-third of the state’s total deaths annually. Still a major problem and we need everyone to make an effort to help us stop this illegal and deadly behavior.

· Guys in their 20s are the biggest DWI offenders — the ones who are arrested most often, and of course, killed most often.

· Underage drinking is an issue year round. Those under 21 need to understand that when they are caught behind the wheel and an officer detects any amount of alcohol — the minor will lose their license for up to 30 days. And those that provide alcohol can face serious charges, especially if the person they provided alcohol to crashes or injures someone else.

