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SPEEDING AND DRUNK MOTORCYCLISTS A FOCUS DURING 
JULY ENFORCEMENT EFFORT 
[YOUR AGENCY] Urges Motorcyclists to Slow Down, Ride Sober and Be Seen
[YOUR CITY] – Motorcycle ridership is spiking in Minnesota, and unfortunately so are rider fatalities in 2015. [YOUR AGENCY deputies/officers/troopers] will address speeding and impaired riders during an ongoing statewide enforcement and education campaign July 10-26. 
Unsafe speeds and impaired riding are major factors in rider deaths. More than half of all motorcycle crashes are single-vehicle events in which the rider loses control of the bike and runs off the road or crashes. Illegal, unsafe speed is the number one contributing factor cited in single vehicle motorcycle crashes. In an average year, one-third of rider deaths are alcohol-related.

As of (Insert date), XX motorcyclists have died on Minnesota roads in 2015, including XX in (Your City/County).
Last year in Minnesota, 44 motorcyclists lost their lives.

AGENCY SPOKESPERSON says motorcyclists need to ride at safe speeds, ride sober and position themselves safely in traffic to be better seen by other drivers. Riders should wear a DOT-approved helmet, a motorcycle-specific jacket, riding pants, gloves, boots and eye protection. New and experienced riders should also take rider training courses to improve and enhance their skills (schedule at motrocyclesafety.org). 

SPOKESPERSON says motorists also play an important role to keep riders safe.

“With a record number of riders on the road, we all need to be ready for riders and look twice for them, especially at intersections and crossing roads,” says SPOKESPERSON. “And riders need to help themselves by riding at safe speeds, riding sober and wearing high-visibility protective gear.”

Motorist safety tips:

· Anticipate: Expect to see motorcyclists in traffic, and allow them plenty of room to avoid surface hazards. 

· Communicate: always use turn signals to indicate your intentions. This allows riders time to anticipate traffic flow and find a safe lane position. 

· Look twice: because motorcycles are smaller, they can be difficult to spot in traffic and can appear to be farther away than they actually are. Take a second look before turning or entering a roadway.

The motorcycle enforcement and education effort is coordinated by the Department of Public Safety Office of Traffic Safety. The campaign is a component of the state’s Toward Zero Death program (TZD). A primary vision of the TZD program is to create a safe driving culture in Minnesota in which motorists support a goal of zero road fatalities by practicing and promoting safe and smart driving behavior. TZD focuses on the application of four strategic areas to reduce crashes — education, enforcement, engineering and emergency trauma response. 
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