 Op-Ed Letter: From a Captain, Chief or Sheriff

Complete and send to your local paper.

[DATE]

[EDITOR’S NAME]

[PUBLICATION NAME]

[ADDRESS]

[CITY, STATE ZIP]

Dear Editor: 

The period between Memorial Day and Labor Day is known as the 100 deadliest days on Minnesota roads. Speed plays a significant role in those crashes, contributing to an average of 23 deaths a year during those summer months. 

Just as the public is behind our efforts to stop distracted and drunk driving, we need the same kind of support to get drivers to slow down. 
As a member of [Your Agency], I never want to meet a citizen when they are breaking the law. But when I do, my main focus is education and letting them know my job is to make sure they get home safely to their families at the end of the day. 
That is why [YOUR AGENCY], along with more than 300 law enforcement agencies across the state, are targeting speeders from July 8 – 22.  

Think about how many times you needed to slam on the brakes to avoid missing a child running into the street after a ball, a dog darting into the road, or a driver who has stopped suddenly for traffic on the highway. How close have you come to a crash? Add in a few miles over the speed limit and the next time you might not be able to stop in time.
Time — that is something many families wish they could get back with their loved ones who lost their lives in a crash involving speed. Make sure you come home to your family - tonight and always - by obeying the posted speed limit. 

Sincerely,

[NAME AND RANK]

