Op-Ed Letter: From a Captain, Chief or Sheriff

Complete and send to your daily, weekly or county paper.

[DATE]

[EDITOR’S NAME]

[PUBLICATION NAME]

[ADDRESS]

[CITY, STATE ZIP]

Dear Editor: 

Traffic crashes make July one of the deadliest months of the year in Minnesota — and speeding is one of the most common contributing factors in these crashes. 
It’s time to remind motorists that the posted speed is the absolute maximum speed allowed under ideal conditions: 55 means 55. To help send this message, [YOUR AGENCY(IES)] along with more than 300 law enforcement agencies across the state, are ramping up patrols on speeders and aggressive drivers. 

Just because some drivers exceed the speed limit from time to time, that doesn’t make it legal or safe.  Increased speed means increased stopping distance and less time to react in an emergency — even a modest speed increase can turn a near-miss into a deadly collision. 
Speeding will also cost you money. The cost of driving 10 mph over the limit is [INSERT LOCAL CITY/COUNTY FEES]. At 20 mph over, fines double. On top of that, motorists ticketed over 100 mph can lose their license for six months. And a speeding or aggressive driving conviction on your record can raise up your insurance rates for years.
Speeding simply isn’t worth the price. For the safety of every [YOUR COUNTY] citizen, do your part to keep our roads safe — allow plenty of time to reach your destination, be patient and drive at the posted speed limit.
Sincerely,

[NAME AND RANK]

