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IS IT WORTH THE RISK? EXCESSIVE SPEEDS PUT US ALL IN DANGER
Speeds Top XX mph during Enforcement Campaign
[YOUR CITY/COUNTY], Minn. — XX, XX and XX miles per hour — those were just some of the speeds (YOUR County/City law enforcement agencies) witnessed during July’s statewide extra speed enforcement. 

From July 8 – 22, officers ticketed XX motorists traveling at illegal and unsafe speeds in (your city), compared with XX in 2015. (Your Agency), along with more than 300 law enforcement agencies, participated in the campaign coordinated by the Minnesota Department of Public Safety Office of Traffic Safety.
Speed Kills (Use this if there were any fatalities in your area. Can also use statewide numbers if needed.)
During the enforcement wave, XX number of people lost their lives in crashes where speed was a contributing factor. They included:
· A XX (Wife/Husband/Child) from XX (city)
· An XX-year-old from (city)

· An XX-Year old from (city)
“We’ve all been there: in a hurry to get to work, pick up our kids or make that sporting event on time,” said SPOKESPERSON. “However, if speeding to those destinations causes you to get into a fatal crash, time will no longer matter. Plan ahead and make safety your number one priority when behind the wheel this summer.”

Slow Down, Save a Life 
There are on average 81 deaths a year attributed to speeding in Minnesota. The unnecessary deaths combined with XX speeding tickets given out in (your city/county) during the campaign demonstrate that more work needs to be done:
· 2016:  XXXX citations statewide, including XX citations in (Your County/City). 
· 2015:  16,410 citations statewide, including XX citations in (Your County/City).

· 2014: 16,926 citations statewide, including XX citations in (Your County/City).

· 2013: 17,415 citations statewide, including XX citations in (Your County/City).

Speeding Costs 

Unsafe and illegal speed is the most commonly reported contributing factor in fatal crashes.
· Speed was a contributing factor in XX fatalities in YOUR COUNTY and 407 traffic deaths statewide from 2011 – 2015.
· Speed was a contributing factor in XX serious injuries in YOUR COUNTY and 1,056 serious injuries statewide from 2011 – 2015.  
· In YOUR AREA, a typical speeding citation for 10 mph over the limit is $###.  Motorists stopped at 20 mph over the speed limit face double the fine, and those ticketed traveling more than 100 mph can lose their license for six months. 
Consequences of Speeding

· Greater potential for loss of vehicle control.

· Increased stopping distance.

· Less time for driver response for crash avoidance.

· Increased crash severity leading to more severe injuries and death. 

Local participating law enforcement agencies included: [LIST AGENCIES IN ALPHA ORDER]. 
Extra speed enforcement and education efforts are part of the Toward Zero Deaths (TZD) traffic safety program. A primary vision of the TZD program is to create a safe driving culture in Minnesota in which motorists support a goal of zero road fatalities by practicing and promoting safe and smart driving behavior. TZD focuses on the application of four strategic areas to reduce crashes – education, enforcement, engineering, and emergency medical and trauma response. 
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